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This fact sheet has been made available to inform interested citizens of the environmental investigati
Construction Battalion Center (NCBC) Gulfport. Fact sheets will be produced at program milestones
public interest. Distribution is coordinated through the Public Affairs Office at NCBC Gui

Introduction

In response to community concern expressed
during the April 2005 Restoration Advisory Board
(RAB) meeting, a Wetlands Restoration
Committee was formed to review NCBC
Gulfport’s plans to restore wetlands north of the
base upon completion of dioxin cleanup activities.

Committee members include Mr. George Ramseur
of the Nature Conservancy, Ms. Patricia Spinks, an
unaffiliated environmentalist, Mr. Howard Page of
the Sierra Club, Mr. Ron Schmidtling, a RAB
member and professional forester, Mr. Gordon
Crane, the NCBC Gulfport Installation Restoration
Program Manager, and Mr. Peyton Doub, a
biologist, with Tetra Tech NUS. Mr. Doub
performed the wetlands delineation (i.e., outlined
the boundaries of the wetland) and developed the
current scheme for restoring the wetlands.

June Meeting Conclusions

The committee met in June to begin the process of
reviewing the existing Wetland Restoration Plan
and to address concerns associated with the plan.
The committee agreed on the following points:

1. It is important to restore the area to the existing
grade. The current plan calls to do this using a
fine loamy sand base covered with topsoil.
This approach will eliminate the need for water
control structures, water diversions, or other
artificial features that would require long-term
maintenance.

2. Because plans to straighten and deepen Turkey
Creek are unlikely to be implemented, the
committee will not consider any proposed
changes to Turkey Creek when assessing
wetland restoration plans.

Wetland Restoration Committee Report
NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION CENTER

Gulfport, Mississippi
Installation Restoration Program

NCBC Gulfport Administrative Record
Document Index Number

39501 - GENERAL
13.06.00.0047

Recommendations by committee members that will
be further addressed in future meetings include:

1. Planting pond cypress in lieu of bald cypress.
Pond cypress was found on the site before
cleanup activities began. Mr. Daub will
investigate the availability of pond cypress
planting stock.

2. Not planting hardwoods because they are
thought to be present only because of the
suppression of naturally occurring fires.

3. Conducting prescribed burns to simulate the
historic fire cycle. It was later observed that this
recommendation may not be feasible because the
land is privately owned.

4. Planting longleaf pine in lieu of slash pine.

Obtaining a custom seed mix instead of a
commercial generic mix. '

Mr. Daub also noted that a revised Wetlands
Restoration Plan will increase the amount of plant
material needed because the area requiring
restoration has expanded since the plan was written.

What’s Next?

Once consensus is reached on the concerns stated
above, the Navy will be asked to prepare a stand-
alone Wetlands Restoration Plan, which will be
made available to the community.

For More Information...

Questions concerning the Wetlands Restoration
Committee and other environmental activities at Seabee
Center may be directed to Gordon Crane, the
Installation Restoration Program Manager, at (228) 871-
2485.

The current Wetland Restoration Plan is included in the
Remedial Design, which is available in the Information
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