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eabee base

Risk of iliness minimal,
environment expert says
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u GULFPORT — Soil in end around the Naval Con-
structdon Battalion Cetiter may oomtain texic chermical
compounds left over from the days when Agent Or-
ange, a toxic berbicide used in war, was stored there.
State envi- '
ronmental offi-
cials learned ™*
this Monday, B The Air Force stored Agent
when the Sea- Orange at these spats urdi! 1977.
bee hase con- . Contaminated soil fipm the site
firmed the re- w3s inginergled in 1087 and 1988
sults of sotl . for o ]
tests at the {
base. The o

than federat

zardous

standards recommend.

Tiaxin i3 an wmbrella name for 8 grodp of emical
o s produced dwring manufactmrmg, About

State officials aren't sure if the sall near the Seabee
base is dangerous becanse they don’t know if the
dioxins found during samplng ae taxic, or if taxic
dioxins exist in concentrations strong enough to be a
hazard The test results are based on what toxacity
levels would be if all dioxins in the soil tarned ot to be
the most toxdc dadn, TCDD. e

Even if that happens, people would  come
imto cluse contact with the sod every day to significantly
increasge their risk of the cancer or physical disarders
toxic dicxins can cause, said Jerry Banks, acting chief
. of the hazardous waste division of the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Quzkity’s Office of Pollutian
Control.

Sad Banks; “1 would think there's minimal nsk to
anyone.”

. Maore teste plansed

The base took the samples as part of a basewide
testing program i Decetnber, said Gordon Crane,

Banks said the area was last tested in 1986, and the
Envireuments] Protection Agency has soce stiffened
federal standards for doxin levels, Crang said the
changed because they thought the Air Force's incinera-
ion of contaminated scil had brought the soll at the

to acceptable levels,

lecse see Dodn. Bock Page
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——THE_PERILS-OF .DI0XIN .-~

» Sclontists don’t kmow

the axposure.

on the dioxins it produces.

» Dioxin Is a catchafl term for a dass of 75 organic campounds
producsd as byproducts during the manufacturing of chemicats.
Thirteen of thase compounds are considered highly toxde and
can, i high enough concentrations, cause cancer, skin lesions,
cantral nervous systam and liver damage and disorders in the
mmune and reproductive systems.

how demeging the toxic dioxins

are to people. But the federal Environmental Protection Agency
drawz the line of salety for dioxins In soll, where they usuafly are
found, at 4.7 parts dioxin per trilfion perts soH. That means people
sutfictently expasad to dioxins in that concentration tor 70 ysars
have at least a one-in-a-million chancs of contracting cancer from

» Agent Orange, used as a defoliant during the Vietnam War anx
banned in 1871, contains the most toxdc dioxin, 2.3,7 8-TCDD,
which also is the most toxic known synthebc substance. Paper amk
puip mills algo producs large amounts of dixdn when they use
chlorine to bleach paper, although the paper industry has cit dowr

. Dioxin

Contiruad from A-1

draimage Gitches after the contammat-
ed soil was burmed, Banks said
“There’s a very good possitiity
that we had some contamminated sedi-
went transported (by ratnwater) to
those ditches,” he said. “Right now,
we don't have any explanation forit.”
All nine test sites were just inside

I would think
there’s minimal
risk to anyone.

State Dopartment

te en

of Environmental
Guality

base property. Four had high d
levels. The highest level was
drainage ditch at the base'’s nort
border. The diaxin level at one
was more than 30 times the acce
lerel —although two other saa
an either side of that spot wexe
below it

‘Tl be honest with you, we .
know what that means,” Banks

The EPA's acoepted diaxn
for the most toxic doxin is 4.7 |
from the drainage ditch at the b
northern border contamed 1507
per trillion. A samsple from a can
the west side contained 74 part:
tmillicn, and two samples taken
the front gate contamed 7.8 am
parts per tribon.
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