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By The Associated Press

iss.
Robbins fears the battles he and
his neighbors have had with can-
cer may De linked to the nearby
Naval Construction Battalion
Center.

Tests this month revealed that
soil in and around the base may
contain & higher concentration 0
dioxins than federal hazardous
waste standards recommena.
base 18 about a mile from Rob-
bins' neighborhood.

Officials have said they do not
know whether the dioxins found
are toxic, O if there is enough

some of the barrels Jeaked during
handling when the herbicide was
'mc'merated at sea in 1977. The
storage area was cleaned in the
1980s, but some contaminated
soil may have remained.
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Robbins, 61, fears that dioxin Banks said even {f dioxins in

CO\Jld have traveled down the the soil are toxiC, people woul

bayou from the base t0 2 lake be-  have 10 come into close contact

hind his home. with the soil every day to in-
“We ve had canct’ completely  crease their rick of cancer Of

around this circle for years,’ e phvsical Jisorders.

gaid.

Robbins has lived on Linwood A link between cancer and di-
Circle for 28 years. He has bat- oxin would be difficult 1O estab-
tled prostate cancer since 1989 lish, said Mike Greenwell. 8
and his wife died from breast spokesman for the federal

cancer in 1993- . 5 e Agency for Toxic Substances an

. Stephan_xe Hernns 49, said she  Disease Registry in Atlanta. |
{s in remission after a year of

creatment for lung cancer «There are O many other fac-

wThere’s 100 many cases of tOrS, Greenwell caid. “Cancerl is
cancer in 2 one-mile plock. many different diseases that has
There's all different tyPes of can- ~ many causes. 1t'S &ifficult to Pin
cer,” she said: “1 don't know if point to one specific thing.”

it's related OT not.
Jerry Banks of the state The base has begun an exten’

Department of Environmemal cive sampling program 10 fin
Quality’s Pollution Control office and remove any dangerousdxoxm
caid the risk is minimal. deposits.
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