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Residents
want proof
that Turkey
Creek’s clean

By PATRICK PETERSON
THE SUN HERALD

GULFPORT — North Gulfport resi-
dents want proof that Turkey Creek
is not poltuted before state officials
take it off a list of sueams to be
cleaned up.

“We are told it is clean, and we
have aothing 0 indicate it has been
cleaned,” retired nunister Caivin
Jackson said Tuesday aight at a
North Gulfport meedhg of con-
cerned residents and environmental
activists.

“It's our home,” he said. “and we
care deeply aboutit”

The state Department of Environ-
mentai Quality has proposed remov-
ing Turkey Creek from a list of
impaired streams in the state. Water
tests in 1993 and 2001 show the
stream is not polluted with sewage
bacteria, said Randy Reed of DEQ's
surface water division.

A school and a subdivision were
connected to central sewerage since
the first tests. so later tests show
cleaner water.

“The data shows we don't have an
impairment.” Reed said. “We just
didn't find anything.”

Like most Coast stmeams, the
water in Turkey Creek contains high
levels of bacteria from animal waste
and malfunctoning septic tanks. The
DEQ will perform more water tests
in May.

“We are not seeing violations of
thedsmte water quality criteria.” Reed
said.

Turkey Creek dows though the
wetlands of North Gulfport into Ber-
aard Bayou. Many residents believe
hat o the DEQ declares Turkey
Creek is ot poiluted, deveiopers will
be able to bSuild shopping centers
alony  (nterstate 10, which could
cause fooding :n North Cuifport and
Lonyg 3each.

“it opens the doors for developers
to come in and develop our wet-
iands,” said Rose Johnson, state
chiwrman of the Sterra Club.

Jonhnson, who was bapnzed in Tur-
key Creek, said that North Guifport
has »pen ditches and no sidewalks.

“We fear =xpusure to this polluted
water,” she said. “We deserve clean
water.”

Richard Marsh, Sierra Club co
chairman, said residents fear other
chemicals from closed creosote
plants and dioxin from the Seabee
dase could also have polluted the
creek. The Seabee base is in the fnal
stages of cleaning up dioxin spilled
there in the 1970s. However, Marsh
said Narth Gulfport residents want
mor= thorough testing in Turkey
Creek.

“We Ytnow the area is up for devel
opment,” Marsh said. “Pelitics piays
arole.”

Seabee construction electrician Dereck Wilson is greeted after amiving Tuesday moming in Gu
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285 Gulfport Seabees return from d

By RENI WINTER
THE SUN HERALD

GULFPORT — The last group of active-duty Seabees in
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 133 returned to Gulf
port at dawn Tuesday to the sounds of a band playing and

hundreds of people shouting “hooray.”

Most of the 285 Seabees were return-
ing from deployment o Guam and other
areas in the Pacific. About 30 of them also
spent time in Afghanistan, said Capt
Brian Keilm, commander of the Seabee

Base in Gulfport.

“This is the main bodyv of NMCB 133"
Kelm said. “They did great. they're home
<afe. and it's good to have them back. And
“lunday, they start getting ready again

:or “heir next depioyment.”

Mempers of the Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce. com-
munity eaders and Congressman Gene Tavior stood at the
00t o the stairs o the civitian Jet to shake the nands of
lisembarxing Seabees ana say 1 personal “weicome aome.”

Bennda Logan. executve vice president of the Cuast
Chamber, dressed for the occasion in red, white and blue

Stars and stripes.

together and welcome our ever
John Walton, president ot '
also there waving a flag.

“I was here in the rain last it
in,” he said. “This is wonderti:'.
civic leaders can do for these -

Tired ano
rolls, stuffea .
“It gives me goose bumpsto 37 VT
see the community come tearful =2unio
together and weleom: our “Shoot. it %
everyday heroes. Storekeepes -
Bennda Logan, of Gulfpert. -
Executive vice president of the Manning, us
Coast Chamber with NMC3

ma Manning, J.

good.”

“This is fabulous,” Logan said, waving a smail American

flag in one hand and greeting Seabees with the other. *It
gives me goose bumps to see the community come

plane that armved Tuesday. =-
for Manmng and her childr -

“It feels good to de home.

Reni Winter can be reached 1*
rbwinter@sunherald.com.

Woman charged in jail

Police: She posed as inmate’s wife, smuggled in gun

By REGGIE BEEHNER
THE SUN HERALD

POPLARVHLLE — A woman charged
ith pretending to be marded to a
jaled inmate ard helping him escape
could spend *he rest of her ife in iail,
authornes said Tuesday.

Maria Terrisa Novak, 37. of Nichok
sun faces six {elony charges. including
avgruvated assault on 4 police officer,
armed roboery and wuding the escape
af a dewcn. The escace Sunday 'eft an
armed .e'en on the wese ind a jail
rard aursing a duiler vowna o s
eg For che most wrmeds  cndree.

armed robbery, Novak could face life
in prison, authorities said.

To obtain visiting privileges, authori-
ties said, Novak claimed to be the wife
of Frednck Henry Suttles, 35, a Pica-
vune resident who was being held on
a charge of possession of a tirearm by
a convicted felon.

Novak and Suttles are in fact mar-
ried. but not to each other, said Chief
Deputy Aaron Russell

Novak's husband is believed to be in
1 ‘ederal prison, and Suttles’ wife was
ast reporzed to be aving in Pearl River
wounty, Russell sad.
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