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'L'JIE ~UN tiER \I JJ 
----~-------------

Dioxin at 
base worries 
neighbors 
Several residents battling cancer 

• GULFPORT -- Resideol.i or a 
~ Beach ne-i,ghbGrllood men Chan 
3 mile do\\11 .a bayau from die Na¥\li 
~ &uaiion Cea~£ 'lnliTY 
altogt c<Jn· 

to:Oc, or if toxic droxins exist in .:on
~enlrlllions hilb eoough to be a lw: · 
arc!. Sdelltisb also bal~e begun to 
Sll~t that diolcin is Jess d 3 ca!l(e.r 

rid; 1Mn it was lint lbollgllt to be. 
Robbins rear~ tlut dimcin could 
~ Ira~~ d~·"n the ~~&you from 

die base to a 
.c.:ntc:ations of 
dioxin foolld 
.at tile bne 
and can<cl'3 
iii dleir area 

QUESTIONS? l11ke beliind 
llis home. 

Bill Rob· 
bins. who bas 
Ji\'ed on Lin
wood Cirde 
for 28 ~.at'l!, 
S11id he l'las 
l'lo!Uied pros
tale can('er 
~inoec 19119 
WI !tis wile 
died from 
brea9t cancer 
in 1993. 
"We'v~ had 
ancer cous
pletely 
around lbi1 
cirde for 
years •. .'~ :said 
Robbm. 6L 

SG!te t-ll'li
romnelltal m-
OOals~ 

SEABEE BASE 

• Anyone wilh que$lio116 abQut 
dlox.in Sl(JIJIIId tile Naval Coonsfruc
tion Balf.alion CentJer in Gulfport 
can call IH'Mironmenlal prog,am 
ITlafl89EI' Goroon Crar:e at 871-
2:485. or ealllhe JJUblic affairs c~fiooJ· 
al87t·2699-

Stepbuie 
Hftring, 42, 
or Linwood 
Circle, said 
sl!e is in re
mission after 
a year of 
treatment !Or 
IU!tgancer. 

"The£e's · 
too mlnf 
cases of an
cer in a oo..
mile block. 
There's ;all 
different 
types or can
cer," ~l'le 
said. ~. don't 
know if it's 
related or
MI." 

l!~en if 
dJoxiDs in 1be 
soil were Co~" 
io:; enollQh to 

earuer this month Cllat soil in and 
atOUild !he Seabee b;Jse may llOiltain 2 
U)fl(enll'atioo af dioxins lqher than 
le&=l t.azacdoos 'A2Sle standalds 
fetommend. 

be a hawd, peopa: 'Po"ouid have to 
o:Gme into c!oae !;gDtact "Ailh !fie sGiil 
eve-ry day to siJIIIi6candy iru:rease 
their risk of ancer « pbl'3ical di!«· 

Ho~'·er, s!a1e aflicial" don't know P/Mu s« or.xi11, C-2 
if the dio~ !OU'lld .turing teslirlg .are ----------· 
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Dioxin 
Cimtituud from C-1 

ders, said Jeny Banks, acting chief of 
the lw:ardOU$ waste division of the 
state Department of Envirorunental 
Quality's Office of Pollution ControL 
He said the risk of iDness is minimal 

Mike Greenwell, a spokesman for 
the federal Agency for Toxic Su~ 
stances and Disease Registry in At
lanta, said a link between cancer and 
dioxm would be difficult to establish. 

"There are so many other facto~." 
Greenwell said. 

"C3lloer is many different diseases 
that has many causes. lt's difficult to 
pinpoint to one specific thing_" 

lo big .. r rate of cancer 
The Seabee base has begun an ex· 

tensive sampling program to locate 
and, eventually, remove any danger
oms dioxin deposits. 

Gordon Crane, environmental pr<>
gram manager for the base, said tbe 
levels of dioxin found in the samples 
from the base are not considered 
highly dangerous. 

''We're talking about fairly low lev
els, but when you're talking about 
dioxin, you deal with it," Crane said. 

Four of nine soil samples taken at 
the base in December showed dioxin 
levels above the Environmental Pro· 
tection Agency's minimum. The soil 
from a drainage ditch on the northern 
side of the base was more than 30 
tilne:s the accepted level, although 
samples on either side of the area 
were weU below it. 

Agent o~. a toxic herbicide, 
was kept in barrels on the base, and 
some of the barrels leaked during 
handliJ1g when the herbicide was in
cinerated at sea in 1977. The storage 
area was cleaned in the 1980s, but 
some contaminated soil may have 
remained. 

Several kinds of dioxins exist. but 
only about one-fifth are toxic. Scien·. 
tists <km't know if the dioxin found at 
the base is among the toxic dioxins 
and will. have to wait for results of 
further tests, due in mid·April. 

A 1994 study showed that the rate 
of cancer in Hatri$011 County was no 
higher than in other a.">eas of the. 
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state. 
"There were no abnormal in

creases i.n deaths due to cancer in 
Harrison County," said Greenwell. of 
the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry_ : 

The study included leukemia, [. 
breast cancer and some other cancers , 
and was done because of the possible I·, 
designation of the Chemfax plant in l 
Gulfport as a target for federal 
cleanup. · 
· "With what was available to us we ~· 

didn't soo a high rate ol. cancer in ~ 
Hairison County," GreenweU said. I . 
"'We would have been able to identity ~~ 
~- ~-

Seabaeill ~ 
Gerry Foubate, 31, a funner Sea- !tis: 

bee who worked on the base for two ; 
years as a mechanic, often became )61 
covered with dirt while working un~ l\1~ 
demeath vehicles in the field where ~ t 
Agent OQnge had been stored. J~. 

"I was e~CPQsed to it quite often,"' 
Foubare said. "ln the summertime, 
sometimes we even took our T --shirts 
off. We were rolling in it and breath· 
ing it." 

Foubare has been sick with Hod&· 
kin's lymphoma since 1988. He is re
covering after a bone mam>w trans
plant and hopes to qualify for m~cal 
disability payments while he trains for 
a new career. 

"This is the first time in years I've 
been able to get out and do anytiling, " 
he said. 

Foubare said he doesn't smoke and 
there was no history of cancer in his 
family. 

"They can't medically state the. ex~ 
act '*Use," he said. "It's an extremely 
active cancer. Mine was more ag
gressive than usual." 

Base lnfn raore tests 
AnalyUig soil samples for dioxin 

costs $1.000 per sample, Crane $aid. 
About $250,000 has been spent so 
far. 

"This got high priority," Crane 
said. "Nobody wants to .play around 
with it. .. 

A panel of civilians will advise the 
cleanup team about the community's 
concerns. 

Said Crane: "We hot>e to be able to 
teU them the risk." . ( .. 
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