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Gerry Foubare sits In his kfichen with some memen- Agent Crange. Ho has bean sick with Hodgkin's lym
103 of his days as a Seabea n GuMport Howorked ss  phoma since 1988 and is rocovering afier a bomo mar-
amechanic for two yoars on the former storage siteof  row bransplant.
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B GULFPORT — Residents of a

Dioxin at
base worries
neighbors

Several residents battling cancer

toxic, of if teoge dioxins exist in ¢on-
cenirations high enough to be a hag-
ard. Scientists alse have begun to
suspect that dioxin is Jess of 2 Cancer

ovoncentration of doxins higher than
federal hazardous waste standards
veconuTend.

However, state officials don't know
if the dicxing found daring testing are

R —

Long Beach neighborhood more than  risk than it was first thought to be.
2 mile down a bayou from the Naval  Robbins feary that dioxin could
Construction Battabion Center worry  have traveied down the bayou from
about con- - the tase hto :
s s et
Sontrations of QUESTIONS? lake bet
at the base Stephanie
and cancers SEABEE BASE Hemring, 42,
in theiv area » of Linwoed
Bifl Rob- [ 0’ The At Face lre Acen Circle, said
i angz at lhese undi . is in re-
lti’\“;' :to[?:s . Imn%’ﬁmIMan ihe site :,-‘essm after
wood Circle was vKireraied 1 1987 ano 1%8 a2 year of
for 28 years, £k treatment for
s1id he has lung cancer.
batled pros- "There's -
tate cancer tog many
since 1989 cases of can-
and his wile cer in a one-
died f(rom mile bYlock.
breast cancer There's all
in 1993, THES Y EON0 different
"We've had . R types ol can-
cancer comt- & Anyane with questions about cer,” ghe
pletely dioxin around the Naval Conslruc- said. “I don't
around this tion Baltalion Certer in Guiiport know if it's
circie  for can call environmental program related or
years,” said rmanager Govdan Crare at 871- nat.” -
Robbins, 61 2485, or call the public aifairs office Bven if
State envi- atavi-2669. doxins in the
ronmental of- soil were tox<
Beials leamed i enough to
earliec this month that soll in and be a hazard, people would have to
around the Seabee base may containa  ocome nto close contact with the soil

every day to sigificantly increase
their risk of cancer v physical dizor-

Please see DhoXin, C-2
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Dioxin

C(}ntinmd from C-}

ders, said Jerry Banks, acting chief of
the hazardous waste division of the
stite Department of Environmental
Quatity’s Office of Pollution Control
He said the risk of illness is minimal.

Mike Greenwell, a spokesman for
the federal Agency for Toxic Sub-
stanices and Disease Registry in At-
lanta, said a link between cancer and
dioxin would be difficult to establish.

“There are 5o many other factors,”
Greenwell said,

“Cancer 1s many different diseases
that has many causes. Jt's difficuit to
pinpomt to one specific thing.”

No higher rate of cancer

The Seabee base has begun an ex-
tensive ' sampling program to locate
and, eventually, remove any danger-
uus dioxin deposits,

Gordon Crane, environmental pro-
gram manager for the base, said the
levels of dioxin found in the samples
from the base are not considered
highly dangerous,

“We're talking about fairly low lev-
els, but when you're talking about
dioxin, you deal with it,” Crane said.

Four of nine soil samples taken at
the base in December showed dioxin
levels above the Environtnental Pro-
tection Agency's minimum. The soil
from a drainage ditch on the northern
side of the base was more than 30
times the accepted level, although
sampies on either side of the area
were well below it.

Agent Orange, a toxic herbicide,
was kept in barrels on the base, and
some of the barrels leaked during
handling when the herbicide was in-
cinerated at sea in 1977, The storage
area was cleaned in the 1980s, but
some contamipated $6il may have
remained,

Several kinds of dioxins exist, but

only about one-fifth are toxic. Scien-

tists don’t know if the dioxan found at
the base is among the toxic dioxins
and will have to wait for results of
further tests, due in mid-April.

A 1994 study showed that the rate
of cancer in Harrison County was no
higher -than in other ayeas of the.

state.

“There were no abnormal! in. -

_ creases in deaths due to cancer in

Harrison County," said Greenwell, of
the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry.

The study included leukemia,
breast cancer and some other cancers
and was done because of the possible
designation of the Chemfax plant in
Gulfport as a target for federal
cleanup. .

" “With what was available to us we
didn’t see a high rate of cancer in
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Hafrison County,” Greenwell said. | .
“We would have been able to identify "
o g

it.’
Seabee ill

Gerry Foubare, 31, a former Sea- M$:

bee who worked on the base for two ;

years as a mechanic, often became 361

covered with dirt while working un-
derneath vehicles in the field where
Agent Orange had been stored.

“I was exposed to it quite often,”

Foubare said. “In the summertime, &

sometimes we even took our T-shirts §3

off. We were rofling in it and breath-
ing it.”

Foubare has been sick with Hodg-
kin's lymphoma since 1338. He is re-
covering after a bone marrow trans-
plant and hopes to quaify for medical

disability payments while he trains for |}

a new career,

“This is the first time in years I've
been able to get out and do anything,”
he sad.

Foubare said he doesn’t smoke and

there was no history of cancer in his
family.
“They can't medicelly state the ex-
act cause,” he said. “It's an extremely
active cancer. Mine was more ag-
gressive than usual.”

Base orders more tests

Analyzing soil samples for . dioxin
costs $1,000 per sample, Crane said.
About $250,000 has been spent so
far.

“This got high priority,” Crane
sad. “Nobody wants to play around
with it.”

A panel of civiians will advise the
cleanup team about the comrunity’s
concerns.

Said Crane: “We hope to be able to
tell them the risk.”
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