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Office of Legislative Affairs
Room 5¢760, The Pentagon
Washington, D. C. 20350

Dear Admiral:

Enclosed you will find correspondence I recently received from
Mr. John N. Austin regarding his concerns about chemical dump
sites at the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville, Florida.

Prior to his letter, Mr. Austin forwarded a tape to me which
outlines background information on this matter. Mr. Austin
advised that a news story on this matter broke in early June
on two television stations in Jacksonville about the chemical
dumps being located at the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville.
According to Mr. Austin, there were 100 thousand gallons of
open paint sludge pits and 100 thousand gallons of spent fuel
pits having been accumulated over a period of 30 years. In
late June, based on an inquiry by Mr. Austin with the State
of Florida's Department of Environmental Regulation, the news

. broke on the television stations that there was also PCB pollution
in the area. Mr. Austin called the local television stations
and told them what he had learned from the State. The news media
interviewed the Naval officials who acknowledged the situation.

Mr. Austin's contention is that, especially in relationship to
the PCB pollution, the Navy has the responsibility of notifying
the public when a danger like this is evident. According to the
newscast, the Navy also has some problems at Mayport and Cecil
Field. Mr. Austin feels that the Navy probably has sludge pits
like this at Navy installations throughout the United States.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter and providing
me with a report. I will look forward to hearing from you soomn.

With kindest regards, I am .

=3

Most ‘ncerezzézzdfizi: -

TON CHILES e

LC/mbk ) o

Enclosure -
2S0R 4

REPLY TO:-FEDERAL BUILDING, LAKELAND. FLORIDA 33801



. _ . ¥ c356 Sund Drive
) . Jacksonville,FL, 32210

(904) 171 3088

U.S.Senator Lawton Chiles
ederal Building
skel-nd FL, 33801

Dear Senator Chiles; ]
mank. you Ior your lelter of July 22,in reference to chemical dump sites =t
N.-B-Os. Jﬂ. .

™me following info may a2ssist you in your investigation of the problem,

Gere, & Miller,Corsuliing Ground Water Hydrologists & Geologists,of 13<52
Ior‘dfhgyale Kebry Eighuer-2.C,30x 271175-Tzope,FL,33088-Tel, (813) 061 1c21
prepered a stuly of the contuzinztion of <ke soil &zround weoter from the
cisposzl of oil =nd volatile products into pits at FAS JiX,under z coniract
mumber X62467=76-C=0717,for the Southern Division of the Kzvel Facilities
Engireering Cormznd,with the final report being m=de lzy 27 1¢80,,

Vhile the oil znd chem’czl vaste Cu-ping is serious,l zr especially disturbed
over the PCB spill that occured at a transformer site om NiS im 1678,

Unused transforners were shot full of holes by vandals,cazusing the PCB to
lezk into the ground, the Lavy later removed the useiess transforrers,which
kad bteer bekird a locked gaie .. wWwe irorsformer y.Ics

The Geraghty & Idller report, (pages 52 10 58) spezk of z test well, (Lo.5=1%)
loczted peorest 10 wre 0z contotinaield erez,Ulel SICFS o lezlage of rCX
irto ke skallew grouxd wateT, (17 ug/l), the accerted lsvel for ICB ip ariviing
g ter is lug/l,

-

is Test vell, (S-14) is lozziad ret to fzr from the Cesp egifier well thet
: . - . & —_ 't ’- = [ ——— b ‘e
supplies or bzce kousirng, e ¢ergooty e Liller repocTt S4o¥ws concern thzt if

tae cesing of the driprwing water well is rot perfect,wen there is z matter of
concern that 2CB right anter the drinng water suppir.

Jxn a recent telerhene corversation with nationel r£,P.z. in nweshingion,i was
adviced that once the -CE entered the ground water supply,it was there 1o st=7,
sveptually,this -Ck can exter the bt. «ohn,s niver,geT into the fish wxd soriop
nl InTo Fou eni .,or our Gescendenis, S ere if DCAEINE in NeTETre el TEO
cegrele we Cz,

“he IV coverage, (znd I hzve video tape recordings) indicztie that =fter the T=vy
reogved the trareformers frorn the wansformer yard,the gate wes left unlocized,
end thet children from nearby base housirg used the zvez 1o visy in.

To sur up the PCB problez—ibe spill occured in 1$78,the cortaminzted soil is
stlll ihere,the grourd wzter suprly is now contacirzted,children played in
e contarirated zres,znd the Lzvy Lrmew of this probler, tut i‘aileg 1o notify
the public,or,the workers on the bzse, In oy opinion,a case of crimiral
negligence,

the Plo:‘i&a does Unlon,on June 28,carried a story zbout amother PCB probler,
= their front page,This corcerms the Cecil Pield Air Station,end agzirn,in
?:nglnign,anotner case of crircingl reglizence on the part of the resporsible
uthorities:

o T . - - . =

- S:O. ol LiS,Jax,ir e isiter Yo Congressman Benmrett,zémitted that it was
W%grﬁ&g&for zbout 3¢ years,to dispose oi‘/c:hemical Tzates into pits
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i r ectfully suggest that it Is a mztter of nztional concern zhout the
past ing of hazardous wastes aboard rilitury bases,nationwide,and that
* 2 complele study be made of these past dumping practicess

lezse note that the Gerhaghty & miller report was known to the Nzvy on
‘ay 27,1980,but that to the best of my knowledge,no Teport was ever mzde
to the public,until IV 12 in Jackscnville made their report on W,June 4

1581

Mr Walter Hounor,the City of Jacksonville chief of the Rio-Enviromental
Service,when zsked by myself,in =z phone conversztion,if he kmew of the
exigstance of the Gergshiy-lMiller report,stated that he Imew of it when it
first became available,l then zsked him why the public was not notified,
and he stzied Tha't he did,nt feel thatl wes necessary,

It might be that because Mr, Honour wzs a former Commznding Officer of Kts,
his decision not %o notily the public of the »CB problem,=lthough his joh
with the City was to protect our envirozent,colld kzve heen irfluenced by
his Xavy cénnection, B}

snother Federal Agency hes now become concermed with this »CB prohlierr, \

OSHA hzs entered the case, (cuse number 12-6002~0058) by means of = certified
letter,dated Jul8 1S81,%0 ryself.This letter came from G,Larry Fratt,
tsgistant Regionzl Llmiristrator,irzining, Bducation, Corsultation & Federal
Agency 2rograns,(SZi-1375 Ze=chtree ST, K, E, Atlsnta,GL, 30300, )

He,or LKerilyn licCariney,Federal .gemcy Frogranm Officer,may be reacked at

PIS 257-1482,0r, (404) 5817482 —

T

Igformation hzs j:z.s‘t’come to me from a former fellow employee =t FAS Jax, <
t the Lavy did build on bezse housing, (zbout 1973 & 74) on a pre existin
Mo active dump site a2t LS. .
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Znviromental Pollution by private indusiry is irezcussble,but vhem the very
Yederal Govt, that is supposed to provect our envirormental Szfety,does the
seme thing,and,fails 4o let the putlic imow,borders onm criminal negligence,

oridz Fourth Fide
cetion.I plaxmto
s =zt wis zdlress

Zeving just completed 2 eighteer month service onm the 1
State Grand Jury,J will be traveiing om = rich ezrmad we
7Zoit witk relatives &=n Czpe Cod,tuf meil zidresses o =
=11 be IZgrmerie’d, :

ou Zight went to view the following IV trozdcasis 'V 17 rews June 23 & 24
V 12 nezs 02K & 112V June 4 1681lmbr),June 24-12 roorn June 25-63L June 25
Tl June 28 1061 & 11.40FM June 28 1681

~ sincerely nope that this irfo will be of help in curting the enviromental
ollution czused by our military bases,l do want a safe erviroment for oy
axgh‘ter‘a: her children,Since Jzcisonville E-s {vice the czncer rate of
arroundirg zreas,ve need to do zll we cen to ernsure s seTe envirocoent.

Sincerely Yours,

. . en I s
isabled Vetersn Joﬁé,?prt%i? SR 7l
etired Federal Zmployee S S Ll
SHRE™,Tourth Florida Stete Wide Grand Jury - ’

zr sZaval Air Lodge 1630-International Ass,n’of lzokirists & Lero Space Yor
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Ah;:fme Statement of t.. Facts surroubding the di. .overy of the P.C. B,

" znd Chemical Waste Dump sites at Jacksonville,s Kaval Stations.

John Austin,a retired mermber of XEERX Faval Air Iodge 1630, International
Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers,wza.s,oh June 1 1l%81,a part of
2 group of Uniaon members that were engaged in informational picketing at
the gates of the ¥aval Air Station, News mum Ken Amaro,from the TV 12 news
Depte,cuame wWith a carera crew to report the event. Nr, Austin suggested to
Yy, AmaTe 'Ehaz peraaps he should look into a possible pollution problem
eboard b.4,5. Jax,
1V 12 did investigate,and on Jure 4 1¢t1,0n their 6 pm news hrosdcast,reported
findind two chemical dump sites zboard N, A.S, Jax,

Upon seeing this report, (end making video tape copies of this znd subsequent
ne¥s reports on 1V 12 =2rd 4V 1Y7)¥r, sustin contacted a ¥iss theresa Ashworth
of thae f_‘lori\?;éll‘ezt%‘c(}r Inviromental Regulation-3426 Kills Road,Jz=x,Fl332207
Tel, (904) ++3~3558,0r June S 1%61,und requested information her dept, might
. on the chemical dump sites,

On June 23,1C81,Fiss fshworth called Nr, Austin,at about nine o,clock aw,m;,
and informed him of +the exdstunce of a Teport cade by a consulting firm,for
e Bavy,sonetime in +the pest yee.r;M’iss Ashworth stated thut the Treport
included T.C.2. polluwicn problems;

=~CTing on this irformation,lr, sustin contzcted 1V 12 rewsroom thzt d:.y,a.ﬁd
inforzmed then of *he Troblen, UiV 1 Was also contacted,znd the fects o:_f the
2.C.B, protlem were iovestigated znd pu=de pubnli¢ over the tv statiorns,

‘nis was the first knowledge the punlic hud of thisg rroblem,und it wWes,nt until
Sun, June 28 1fel,that tne Florida t1irmes-Urnion printed a story on the P.C.E,
=roblerm,

Informavtion gzthered by 1V lZirdicates possible crimine] negiigence of navy
>fficicds :p «llowing the P,C,B, site at 5.4.S. to reoain unlocked znd

“‘able W children who live at neerdy naval housing, the evidence =lso
-adicatcy possitle Ccririnzl regligence by havy officizls twrcr by failure 1o



e =0 LITL

- Tage Uwo

report to the rublic,of the ?,C,B, pollution,although the problem Tug

krovn 1o the oificials for a period of years;.

. 1V 12,s investigation also turmed up the pollution that exists at the othe
wo Jacksonville Kavy Buses,Cecil Field,.nd Xaypoxrt.

Since it now appears that this poliution prohlem seems to be a common
problem of hevel miljtary bases,it seens a logical conclusion thet
giriliar problexs might exist at other military bases across our nation,
Tull credit for reporting this territle pollution problem znd making
1t known to the public is due to the efforts of a dedicated public
servent,kiss sshworth,znd to ax TV 12 end UV 17 news departments;

It is encouraging to see the Florida Times—Union tuke zn actlye interest
in th#s probler,even at thia late date, (see article in June 28,1951 issue,
Tuge 1),

LS Ieason

f
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tle o exzrect a full scale,no holds barred,icvestigation
. suould be conductied nztionwide,of rossitle cherical poilution by
mili't-a:y tases,
The very thought of rilitary officials concealing vital informztion on
enviromertzl pollution aboard instullations urder their control,should

Cause great concern on the part of +he pudlic, ﬂJ Q/ Q \,t
/.:-,41/{ /- LA

cehn Kortham Austin
Nember,Fourth Flcrida State Wide Grund Jury

Retired Federal Zrployee,Retired Mermber of

Naval air Lodge 1630,International AssociutiC
ol Machinists & Aerospace Workers
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