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studied as | p0551ble source of fish dlseas

denerator of hazardous waste in Nort.heast
Mlorida.

Bbehnke sald he thinks there could be a
link' between!"the mysterious fish disease
and the Navy'y waste,

Boehnke, who has been studying the fish
tlisease on hi¥’ own for flve years, said he
hegan to consider the Navy as the source
of pelluiion''hter analyzing diseased fish
that contained. high levels of heavy toxins
and: petrsleum hydrocarbons.

The results Indicated the presence of
inetals and solvents, along with oils used
for Jubricating engines, he said.

That led him to 1he Navy, particularly the
Naval Aviation Dapot, where sclvents nre
used to stip paint from aircraft belng
uverhacled,

‘The Navy hes mishandled the disposal of
hezardous waate in the past and the. Flori-

da., partmept of Environmental’ Regula-
Lion' still en ters hazardous waste viola-
lionts at the base,

THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

"] hud known that the Navy dumped oils
into pils in the past. Thls Just seemed to ue
e\rerythlng together,”

good starting pomt because of t.helr put
disposal problems.™

Boehnke, whose theory is dl.srrussed by
the- Navy, acknowledges the Navy's pollu-
tion problems might not be linked to the

fish disease, known aa ulcerated disease: .

syndrome. He said he plans to conduct fur-
ther research.

Navy spokesman Nick Young said he was
aware of Boehnke's study but refused to
comment on it.

However, he did say that the bulk of
Boehnke's report came from pollution
studles that were prepared by Navy consul-
tangs and are on flte with the DER.

ere are no dlrect sources of pollution

from® the base into the St. Johns River,
Young said.

“‘We do not think those [waste siles| that

Boehnke " said. ., "l
you're looking for {pollution] sources, e a §

-“‘

Wy

are existent on the base have a pathway to
the St. Johns River," he said.
Young refused a reporter’'s request for an
terview with Jerry Wallmeyer, the base's

_enviranmental director.
" The Navy base has a varlety of hazardous

waste sites that need to be clezned up, ac-
cordlng to the Navy consulumt reports
filed with the DER.

Some of the contammated sites are near

‘the St. Johns River or storm drains Lhat

discharge nto the river. Contaminants are
in the soll and the groundwater, which
flows toward the river, the reports said,

Diseased fish began showing up in the St.
Johns River in 1984 when fishermen began
catching fish wilth lesiona on their flanks,
bellles and heads. The disease seems to be
more prevalent in fish that tend to rest on
the river bottom, such as flounder, .trout
and menhaden.

A study sponsored by Lhe DER that was

completed last year found diseused fish
an arez extending from Biount [sland so
to Lake George, near the Ocala Naliol
Forest. The greatest number of diseas
fish were found in Jacksonvilte's indus
Talleyrand area.

The study concluded that Lhe fish dise:
is coused by a fungus known
aphinomyces, said Tom Savage, a DER
ologist who coordlnated the study.

Savage said the researchers think the fi
diseise is brought on by pollutants
make the lish weak and susceptible to L
fungus. Researchers have not been able
link any particular pollutant to the dlse

"We haven't plnpointed somethlng
cun do about it,” Savage suid. “They do
know whal triggers the climate for the N
gus ‘o spread,and do the damage It does.

Savage said he was nol aware

{Sea RESEARCHER, Page B-6)
E ]



B ++x+ Che Florida Times-Tinion, Jacksonville, Sunday, April 30, 1989

Researcher alone in study of Navy base for fish disease

he does notzthinkjlhafganyon
source couldi be . respbhsible¥: ,Qr.;ﬁldut"_lbh."
producing poliution ithat &ouid trig- §rBoehnke said
ger the fish dlsease. LR
“he Navy has thé pollilants he's_ search, He also realizes it might be
[Boehnke] discussing and so do " controversial to suggest the Navy
other. locations,”” Flowe said. -has a pollulion problemn: that. coqld
He said Boehnke's study fails to, possibiy be linked 1o the fish dis-
! , provide sufficient g¥idence t.h@l;‘k,t.ll_e'- ease, ,
ns Lo conlinue studying the fish Navy could be responsible for the Ulceraled disease syndrome is net
euse. Boehnke is the only person fish disease, y .. & _ unique to the St. Johns River. Simi-
o is still researching Lhe disgase. ‘.‘;:"Thei"e’smq_.'nfofmutfo'n to justify larly diseascd fish have been found
huck Flowe, a water pollution Hhis coficlusion,” ¥ owe said. “By - as far north as the Hudson River in,
ineer al Jacksonville's Bio-Envi- self, it is not ‘arC@dequate indict- New York and in eoastal Virginia
rddinental Services  Division, said meni. The information prosented in and North Carolina.
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Boghnke's researcl, "but said Lhe he is aware thaty

might. not be 160 farfetched.

t's certainly worlhwhile investi:

ng," he said.

either the DER nor any olher

erment. agency has inunediale

e e repOH oed not %UEU;’B‘. tHES. . On the East Coast, there are two.
-Navy aviation depols simitar to the
others might be skeplical of his re-- One in Jacksonville; at the Cherry

Point Marine Corps Air Stalion in
North Carolina, nhear the Pamiico
and Albemarle sounds, where dis-

_eased fish have been found; and at

the Norfolk, Va., Naval Air Station
near the Chesapeake DBuy, where

 diseased fish also have been found.

However, therc are no aviation
depots near e Hudson River in
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