NaVy Waste COul d

,-thlnk any contarrunatlon has spread off the
~-base .and no pnvate drinking water wells
which is on, the western bank of the St

By Beverly Keneagy
¢ Staff writer
. Hazardous wastes from Lwo of Jackson—
" ville's Navy bases could threaten the drink-
ing water of 2,600 residents who have pri-
vate -wells within three miles.- of those
bases, an official with the U.S. Environ-- -
mental Protection Agency said yesterday.
But ‘while the EPA warns that the poten-
tial for contamination exists, state environ-
mental officials said no ev1dence of con-
tamination has been found outside the
bases. .
. At the Cecil Field Naval Air Station on
‘the Westside, contamination could threaten
the drinking water-of 2,200 persons who
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have prwal:e wells I:he EPA sard R

At the Jackson\nlle Naval ‘Air Station,

Johns River near Qrange Park, contamina--
tion could threaten. the. drmkmg water of
an estimated 300 people.-

However, Mike: Fitzsimmons, waste pro-'
gram admrnlstrator with the Florida De

pattment of “Environmental - Regulation's®

Jacksonville office, said he does not know
of any groundwater contammation off or
Navy property.

“As far as 1 know, there have been no:

prwate wells contaminated by’ the Navy
bases," Fitzsimmons said.
Navy officials said yesterday they do not,
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are at risk..

““Testing: of groundwater on the base and .

the .identification -of .contamination plumes

;. will ; be " part..of-the': ‘Navy's. investigation,”
“said; Veronica. Schauer a spokeswoman at

the'J acksonvrlle base.:

' Ms’* Schauer “said’ ‘the groundwater con-

tamination fmoves at a slow pace, making it
unlikely that the contanunauon has spread

_off the base..

“The EPA’ announced last week it is pro-

"posing to add ‘both bases on'its Superfund

list of the natrons worst hazardous waste
51tes
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NAS Jacksonville has 41 known srtes
where wastes have been dumped and Cecrl
Field NAS has 19 sites of contamination;

Waste sites at both of the bases are the re~

sult of improper drsposal procedures prac-
ticed in the past.- : SRR
At Cecil Field, 'the soil and water are po-
tentlally conl:ammated at the surface a.nd
in the ground, according to the EPA. vl

The EPA believes that the water supplies
be threatened be-.

to 2,200 people coul
cause there is no ‘continuous clay ‘layer*’

"the shatlow rock’ aqurfer where those resi;
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