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NAS Jacksonville, Florida

July 27, 1989

NAS Jacksonville proposed for EPA’s National Priorities List

The Navy announced Juty 14that NAS Jackson-
ville has been proposed for placemenl on the National
Priorilies List {NPL) as a federal site hal requires
investigalion and possible clean-up aclion due 10 past
hazardous waste disposal.

The NPL is avehicie usedby the Environmental
Prolection Agency (EPA) to prioritize those sites requir-
ing further aclion under lhe Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation and Liabiiity Act of
1980 (CERCLA), also relerred to as the “Superfund.”
The lisl serves both as an information and management
toolwhich allows EPAto decide which siles need lunher
invesligation and clean-up.

As parl of the Navy's Installation Resloralion
Program for clean-up of pasl hazardous waste sites,
NAS Jacksorwille conducled an Inilial Assessment
Survey in 1983. This sludy idenlified possible localions
on the base where hazardous waste and reluse may
have been disposed of in the pasl. The assessment
included all known disposal siles as well as suspected
sites named by long term or retired base employees.
Forty siles were identified at thal time and ihe number
was laler changed lo 41.

~ The Initial Assessment Sludy was lollowed by a
Conlirmation Study, The Navy hired a private contractor
to investigate the 41 sites and confirm their exislence,
reporl heir potential for harm lo human heallh or envi-
ronment, and provide recommendalions on whether
further aclion or sludy is necessary. The Conlirmation
Study delermined thal none of the sites posed an
immediate threat tc human healih or the environ-
ment, but thal several required clean-up because they
pose long lerm threats. As pait ol the NPL process, all
41 siles will be reviewed again, However, NAS olficials
beligve that only about 11 will require clean-up.

The Confirmation Siudy alsc documenied the.

presence ol groundwaler contaminationin Lhe vicinity of
several siles. This contamination does not pose a
threat to base personnel since all base drinking
water is drawn Irom Lhe deep Floridian Aquifer and
not irom ihe shallow aquifer or groundwaler. Based
on the location of the conlaminated areas and sludies
which calculate the groundwaler llow rale at approxi-

malely five feet per year, base environmental officials
say il is improbable thal contaminalion could have
spread lo private properly adjacenl to NAS
The CERCLA legisiaticn provides funding and
a strict melhodology for investigating and cleaning up
past disposal sites thal polentially Lhreaten human health
and lhe environment. In the past, lederaily owned siles
were not included on ihe list because they were not
eligible for Superfund money. However, congressional
interest in seeing how federal facilities compared with
those inthe private sectorled the EPAIn 1884 o include
them in their proposals. Since federal facilities are nol
entitled to funding from Lhe Superund, Gongress eslab-
lished lhe Defense Environmental Restoralion Account
for Depariment of Defense aclivities.
The proposal of new siles 1o Lhe NPL isthe first

slep in a lormal review process. Each sile will be
subjected lo lormal public review and comment before
a linal decision is made whether to place it on the list.

NAS Jacksonville has esiablished a Technicat
Review Committee {TRC) composed of represenlatives
jrom federal, slate and local environmenial agencies
and a local citizen 1o help determine the most appropri-
ate melhodology for investigaling and cleaning up the
sites. The TRC meels on a regular basis o review the
progress and comment on proposed aclions.

A public information repository has been estab-
lished at the Wesconnet Branch of the Jacksonville
Public Library. All information and studies relalive to
hase hazardous waste siles will be maintained Lhera lor
review by interested citizens.
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