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gtudy of St. Johns River finds
pollution worse than thought

{From Page A-1)

Lants,

The fish and sediment samples
were collected last year as pant of
the stae's Surfaca Waler Improve-
ment and Management program,
which has the lower St
Johns River for clearwp. The fish
and sediment were anelyzed by the
city's environmenial laborawry as
part of & cooperative agreement un-
der che SWIM program,

The highest -level of mercury
found wat in a-bowfin caught in
Rice Treek. K had 0.82 paris per
milllon of mercury, higher than the
state consumpdon Hmit of 0.6 parts
per million ks

Ancther bowfin from the Cedsr
River had 054 pams per milion of
mercury, and s largemouth bass in
Goodbys Creek had 083 parts per
mition of mercury

"1t sends up 4 red flag, we don't
know how bad it is," Seheil said.

However, ‘those mercury levels
aren't high when compared to the
mereury problems across the state,
said Forrest Ware, chlef of the
Fisheries Research Buresy for the
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commussion.  _ ' 0

Figsh !n the Evefglades average
3 pars per milllon mercury, Ware
sald, ang some have been found
with levels as high as 7 pans per

million. High levels of mercury can
cause health risks.

Dioxin is a problem in Rice
Creek, wherg the Georgia Pactfic
Corp. discharges westewater {rom
its paper mill operation. Dioxn is
an uruntended byproduct of the
chlorine bleaching process.

In Rice Creek, every sediment
and fish tssue sampled had detect-
able levels of dioxin. The highest
leve| of sedimernt was 52.8 pans per
trillion, which {s "high reiative to
other paper mill recetving streams
in the U5, the study said. It also
sajd: "There may be a significant
environmental risk posed by the
[dloxin] contarmingted sediments of
Rice Creek.” :

The fsh tssue study found the
corsymption of fish roe from &
bowfin or largemouth bass could
exceed the state's proposed con-
sumptive limit of 9 parts per tri-
lion, The consumption of blue crab,
which measured 8.2 parts per il
lion in & digestive gland, may also
exceed the imit.

Georgia Pacific spokesman Barry
Greenberg said that although the
study examined flsh parts the ed-
ible parts of the fish are within the
safs limite. He said the milt has im-
tlemenied controls o reduce the
level of dioxin in its wastewater
Jdischarge.

'm the Cedar River, the water

management district found the sedi-
ment is contamirated with polycy-
olic aromatie hydtocarbona (PAHs),
PCBs and pesticides, PAHs are by-
products of the incomplete combus-
tion of foasil fmla. PCBg were used
as a coolant and fire retardant ir
glectrical equipment, but they have
since been banned.

Schell said the PCB contamina-
tion ta probably velsted o a 1984
fire at a Westside warehouse when
PCBs escaped into drainage ditches
that Now into the Cedar River.

Every species of flah coilected in
the Cedar River contained detect-
able levels of PCBs, While the ley-
¢ls are lower than the federal con-
sumption _limit,_the Jaesls-ase.tikely-
to cause harm to the fish and other
aquatic organisms, tha sudy said.

At Goodbys Creek,  Moncrie!
Creek and the Rfbault River thet
sediment samples showed high lev- |
els of PAHs. in Goodbys Creek, the |
level of PAHs were three times the
concemmmwn “m i:edut‘. m‘f i\
aquatic 0 i §
t:: to some of the ok contaminat- it
ed aress in the UB." the report¥
said. ;

The fish eampled i Goodbys
Creek contatied Bomie  pesticides §
and PCBs. The fsh taken (rom
Moncrie! Creek and the Ribault Riv-
er have not yat bean snalyzed.




