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Na

vy Continues Inquest

Into Crooked River Plume;
10 Attend Public Hearing

‘By BRANDI TIPPS
-+ Staff Wrlter
Only about 10 Crooked River
Plantation residents attended the
public information session last
Thursday to receive the latest in-
formation resulting from the
Navy's investigation on the leak-
ing contaminants at the old county

. landfill, which showed 17 volitile
Organic Compounds have been de-

tected but still has foupd no evi-

dence of an excess cancer risk and -

no evidence of a non-carinogenic
health threat.

Navy officials inforthed residents
that 11 of the 17 VOC's were re-
lated to solvents and six were relat-
ed to fuel.

Frank Cater, project manager for
ABB Environmental Services Inc.,
said prior to the Screening Risk
Evaluation, completed last May,
the Navy tested well water, soil,
air and sediments at the landfill
site, on the rigts-of-way on Ga.
Spur 40 and on residents’ private
property.

During the testing the 17 con-
taminants, .including vinyl chlo-
ride-a by-product of solvents such
as cleaning fluids, were found be-
ginning at 16 feet below ground
level and running as deep as 51
feet, but no contaminants were de-
tected in the air or in the surface
water or sediments of Porcupine
lake.

The fuel related compounds and
solveats were, however, detected
within groundwater, from nine to
85 feet below ground surface at the
landfill sitc and at depths of only
51 feet in the subdivision.

When last tested the contami-
nants ran from the landfill site w
about 750 feet inside the subdivi-
sion, said Bob Steller, director of
public affairs at Naval Submarine
Base Kings Bay.

Groundwater flows in a north-

northwest dircction at about 30 to
50 feet a year.

It also was reported that the af-
fected groundwater is moving and
is affected by private irrigation
well usage,

In fact, nine of the 60 private ir-
rigation wells sampled had detecta-
ble levels of solvents.

Although there appears to be no
excess cancer risk and no non-
carcinogenic health threat, the

Navy told residents they can tur-
ther reduce their risks by minimiz-
ing skin contact with water from
private irrigation wells and by
avoiding filling swimming pools
with water from the wells.

The next steps to be taken will
be the installation and sampling of
monitoring wells around the land-
fill and within Crooked River
Plantation subdivision as well as
placing recovery wells along Spur
40,

The recovery wells will pull
ground water up and pump it to
the base to be treated and have the
contaminents removed, Mr. Steller
said.

This process will be conducted
for up to eight months, he said.

Additionally, subsurface soil
samplcs will be taken at well loca-
tions, surface water and scdiment
sampling from Porcupine Lake
will be continued, test trenching
will be conducted at the landfiil,
air monitoring will be continued at
the landfill and in the subdivision
and an ecological and public health
survey will be conducted.

After completion of these steps
the Navy then will try to identify
the source, characterize the con-
tamination and devclop scientific
and engineering data to support the
corrective measure study.

The field activitics, sampling,
should begin in mid to late Octo-
ber and be completed by the sum-
mer of 1994, with a report of the
findings expected to be completed
by late 1994 or early 1995.

At that time the Corrective
Measure Study will begin.
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The mlual discovery of vinyl
chloride resulted from Navy test-
ing, in September 1992, of wells
around an old county landfill locat-
ed across from Crooked River
Plantation subdivision on federal

property.

The discovery of vinyl chloride
is not unusual because laws requir-
ing the monitoring of wasted
placed in landfills have only re-
cently been implemented.

Of the 17 contaminants identi-
ficd in the plume, seven are carci-
nogens and 10 are non-
carcinogens.

A carcinogen is a substance that
causcs cancer.
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