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Off i&G kSu& well%:warning 
IWarnlng:News doesnotchxm 
many subdivision residents.See 

tory page 12A. 

By Kelly Benton 
TtibumStaffR~ff 

Approximately 506 homeown- 
era in the Crooked River Planta- 
tion s&division in St. Marys 
received word Monday that 
groundwater in the area could 
be contaminated with a known 
carcinogen. ... 

Notices were handdelivered 
by U.S. NaVy personnel Monday 
after groundwater sampling in 
recent weeks at Kings Bay Na- 
val Submarine Base detected 
high levels of vinyl chloride, a 
solvent by-product, spreading 
from the old Camden County 
landfill which is located on base 
vwerty. 

St, Marys officials said this 
week that- most homes in the 
subdjvision arekonnected &I the 
city’s water system which is noi 
cqntaminated, and drinking 

water is safe to use. 
The notices asked residents 

not to use water pumped out of 
private wells for corisum&ion, 
irrigation or swimming,pools . 

Though Navy officials said 
they have not confirmed .that 
contaminated groundwater has 
seeped into Crooked River Plan- 
tation, the alert was issued to 
warn residents of the potential 
danger until officials can deter- 
mine how large of an area might 
be affected by the substance. 
Of%ialsalsoareaskingresidents 
for permission to conduct tests 
on private property. . 

The notices urged Crooked 
River Plantation residents to 
attend a 7 p.m. public hearing 
Thursday nightat Crooked River 
Elementary. City, Navy and 
envirpnmental officials will an-. 
swer questions and will address 
concerns-about the contamina- 
tion. 

Fed&l regulakions for 
drinking water will require in 

January that vinyl chloride not 
exceed alevel of .002 micrograms 
per liter, or two parts per billion. 
Groundwater levels around the 
old county lancl!ill have been 
recorded as high as ,1,400 parts 
per billion, accordingto St. Marys 
Mayor Jeti Brandon. 

L+evels of the carcinogen have 

See WATER. page 8A 13 
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