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ST. MAINS Ga. *- Wh&n real estdk 
egent Robin bonald bought her home in 
Crooked River PlanMUon, she didn’t know 
‘in ‘old unre&ted county1 landfill was 
acro99 the meet ori mllltaq property. 

The Navy told Mrs. Donald and other 
hrnilles tNs week about the landfill k- 
caise routine testing showed the 36-acre 
hi could be contamlnatlng their private 
water wells with a. cancer-causing com- 
poem. 

At a ‘Ilwsdsy meeting conducted by 
Kings Bay Naval Submsr!ne Base officials, 
Mro. Donald and about 100 residents Mm 
tfie &J&home subdivision spent two ‘hours 
ventir, httstrations. They also questlontd 
cm, % avy and environmental ofnclal~ 
qbout the effects that possible groundwater 

contaminstlon wou.Id have on health, prop 
crty vahes and water bills 

“Is that [coRtamlnti f0ln-g to i&3 
our property value9 down? ’ Mrs.. Donald 
asked St. .Uarys Mayor Jerry Brandon 

His answer. “St’s bud to tell.” 
Because she HAJS real estate, Mn. D&&d 

said, she also wanted to know whether 
she’s biiliged to toll clients about the pa- 
tcntial contamtnatlon. 

There’s realiy no way for us to answer 
that question,” saSd Capt. Len Scullion. 
commsndlng oflicer of the public works 
department at the Navy base near St. 
MhtyS. . 

Residents also were told that they would 
have to wait and see whether the St Maryr 
City Council would vote to give resident8 a 
break on water and sewer bills.’ 

‘“I’m a Uttle bit angry 14th our dry,” Mrs. 

\ st 4 arys water hinting i 
Donald said alter the mceUng. ‘The3 didn’t 
give me any answers tonight.” 

SUbdlViSiOn. 

Navy and city officials couldn’t answer 
many of the reskienu’ questions because 
the contamlnatlon was revealed only re- 
cently and its extent Is unknown. 

What the do know I9 that so lar, an 
area, ar “p ume,” about 476 feet wide and r 
up to 26 feet deep has tested positive for 
high ldvels a[ vinyl cNo!ido, a by-product 
of some clernlrgsolvqit.9. 

The levels ln the, groundwater exceed 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
drttitlg-water standards. St. Marys’ and 
King9 Bcy’s drinking water b unaffected 
because ‘it ti supplied by a different, deep 
ef rkpU.fer. ‘.: 

So far, the contamination has been 
tracked to e.n area just outsIde%le eubditil- 
sion. al0 

9 
Qeorgia Spur 40. 

About 1 other volatile compouxids were 
found in the groundtiater. Six were at or 
near EPA contantinatlon levels, said Mar- 
tid D. Dulaney Jr., a senior Kudcologist 
contracted by the Navy to help testing. 

Engineers are concerned majAy w2.h the 
vinyl chloride because Its levels were the 
highest 

Dulaney said that subdivision well3 ml& 
be affected but that no one would know 
until well-water samples are tested. 

The’ Na@ has anked Crooked Rive! resi- 
:dents for Q%mission b test the wells and 

The contaminated groundwater Ls be, all cautioned them to stop. using the ti 
noath the old Camden Counb IandIUl,. vnl$l, f&her notice:’ pU!n)lng water could 
which closed in 1981, and flows toward.9:. spread contamination’,qt release the harm- . . I - 

I . 

fLd.$~~*d~to the dr. 
-lnLnmostcommon 

Iann- AlsoisroundInphstialandlnd- 
gar and &pm% mnoke. St has been 
kmvn to cause cancer in hum8ru when 
Inhaled ln large azmmts for m extended 
the. 

En@ncen assume tit the Ian@ b 
musing the con@mInaZM becattre people 
were allowed to dump anyth&# during the 
IandfUr seven yean of op&8tion. 

They ah assume that residents could k 
exposed because the groundwater flows tb- 
ward booked River PlanWon. : 

The Navy hopes ta begIn getting answen 
in early October, whan testing begins. ‘* 

If contamfnation e3dsU, cm#onmentaL 
englneen wUi try to dean it, up, wNch 
could take years, Navy offidalr Wd. ‘* .I 
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