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. . River residents who previously 
relied on shallow weIls for swim- 

. ming pool and irrigation pur- 
poses. 

3ome of us are going to see an 
added expense because of dis- 
continuing our private well use,” 
an audience member said. Is 
there any plan to help us as we 
hook up into the city water? 

Brandon said the city would 
“have to work something out)) to 
assist residents, but city man- 
ager Mike Mahaney said he will 
advise city council not to adjust 
water rates. 

‘It’s council’s decision, but my 
recommendation is going to be 
no on the basis that the $5 mil- 
lion bond issue says no special 
rates shall exist,‘Maha.ney said. 
‘I would urge. co&i1 to move 
very cautiously in making deci- 
sions on questions such as this.” 

‘If the Navy feels the risk is 
- high enough to ask residents to 

teess curtail shallow well water use,’ 
XII ln then perhaps the Navy should 
neC at absorb the increase in water bills 
E as well as provide the labor and 

changes,” Mahaney told council 
in a Sept. 4 memorandum.. 

Several council members con- 
tacted for comment had not 
reachedadecisionconcemingthe 
adjustment of city water rates. 

“I’m not so. sure we could* 
adjust the rates,council member 
Kyle Lewis said. %xisting rates 
tire cut and dry, except in crisis, 
and this is not a crisis situation.” 

Though Brandon. does not 

think water rates will be uni- 
formly lowered, “we would con- 
sidercases on an individual basis. 
But we are not going to’blanket 
preferential treatment,” he said. 

The problem with vinyl chlo- 
ride is not unique to St. Marys, 
environmental consultant Dr. 
Michael Keim told the audience. 
Now frequent.Iy- detected in +r- 
eas near old landfills, vinyl chlo- 
ride was first spotted in aquifers 
in Miami. ’ 
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