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Public Seeks Answers

About Contamination

By JACKIE STANFIELD
Staff Writer

Over 100 Crooked River Planta-
tion residents atlended a public
hearing last week on the potential
problem of vinyl chloride contam-
ination in ground water,

The discovery of the vinyl chlo-
ride resulted from Navy testing of
wells around an old county land-
fill located across from the subdi-
vision on federal property.

"I want to welcome everyone 10
this public hearing on a problem
we hope doesn't exist,” St. Marys
Mayor Jerry Brandon said as he
opened the meeting.

Environmental experts were on
hand to help explain the make up
and dissipation of vinyl chloride,
with no exaclt determination yet if
those with wells in the housing
development have dangerous lev-

els of the contaminant,

Residents have been asked to
complete a survey delivered to the
door and passed oul at this meet-
ing to indicate if they have a well.

The Navy will be testing resi-
dents' well water at no charge.
The discovery of vinyl chloride

is not an unusual occurrence.

across this country, since laws re-
quiring monitoring of items
placed in landfills has only recent-
ly been implemented.

"Some of our nation's past dis-

. posal practices are not acceptable

by today's standards; they were
not regulated to the extent they
are today at the time that the land-
fill was in operation,” said Cap-
tain Len Scullion, Kings Bay Na-

. val Submarine Base Public Works
See HEARING, Page 8
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Maps of the housing area show-
ing house numbers were provided
for residents to mark their resi-
dence if it contained a well. Ap-
proximately twenty-five wells

" were marked at the cnd of the

meeling.

The contaminant has been dis-
covered at a depth of nine fect 10
25 feei, Capuin Scullion rc-
ferred to this level as a "superfi-
cial aquifer” with the aquifers used
for drinking water at much deeper
levels from 200 to 800 fect decp.

An impervious laycr scparatcs
shallow acquifers [rom the deeper
acquifers.

Crooked River Plantation resi-
dents reccive their drinking water
from St Marys Watcr Department
which comcs from wells as deep
as 800 fcct. Residents who have
shallow wells in thc neighbor-

‘hood arc gencrally using them for

lawn watcring and recreation, such
as filling swimming pools .z~

Rcsidents have been asked to
stop using privatc well water 10
keep the "plumc” of contamina-
tion from accclerating until test-
ing can bc accomplished. Testing
is to begin in October.

The mcasurable discharge of
contaminant from a given point
of origin was referred to as a
"plume”.

Vinyl chloride is a by-product
of solvents such as cleaning
fluids. Vinyl chloridc is believed
o bc a carcinogen which mixes
with waler but cvaporates when it
is cxposed to the air such as in
fawn watering.

The wells around the old landfill
tested at levels of 30 o 120 parts
of vinyl chioride per one billion
parts. The Environmental Protcc-
tion Agency's acceptable lcvel is
no morc than threc parts per bil-
lion. Harmful conscquences arc
also bascd on a person drinking
contaminatcd water over a long
period of time.

If unsafe levcls of vinyl chloride
are cstablished afier the Navy col-
lects data and performs a risk as-
scssment, then a remediation
clean up program would be ¢sta-
blished.

Citizens addressed St. Marys

~ City Manager Mikc Mahaney and

Mayor Brandon with questions
concerning real estale values and
assessment, and monetary com-

" pensation for using city water to

water lawn if :they voluntarily

stop using their shallow wells.
"Thcse are questions to lake

back to the council,” replied Mr.,

Mahancy.
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