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Experts: Contamination at Crooked 
BY ALLISON SMREKAR 
TRII3lih’E STAFF REPORTER 

Groundwater contaminants in the 
CrookedRiver Plantation subdivision pose 
little health risk to residents, but the U.S. 
Navy will begin a cleanup of the area in 
June. 

Navy officialsmade the announcement 
while updating residents on the contami- 
nation at a public hearing on Thursday. 

A mass of ground contaminated with 
vinyl chloride was discovered in the 
Crooked River Subdivision area last 
summer during a groundwater testing by 

the Navy. The source of the contamina- 
tion was traced to an old county landfill 
on Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base near 
spur 40. 

Vinyl chloride resuhs from the break- 
down ofsolvents and is a carcinogen when 
inhaled or ingested in high concentra- 
tions over a period of time. Preliminary 
testing indicated that the plume had 
higher vinyl chloride concentrations than 
environmentally acceptable so the Navy 
conducted further testing. 

Ed Lohr, technical project manager for 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
in Charleston, SC, said that the Navy has 

River is not’serious health risk 
already spent $2 million on cleanup costs 
in the area and will spend more. 

threat to residents living in the area. 

We are in the process of negotiating 
Their results are based on hypothetical 

the price of cleanup, but we have no idea 
risk analysis of the area and field testing. 

at this point how much it will cost,” he 
said. ‘It depends on how effective the 

Dr. Marlin Delaney of ABB said that 

method is.” 
testing revealed there was not any evi- 
dence of increased cancer or non-cancer 

Accordingto ABB Environmental Serv- 
ices, the company hired by the Navy to 

health risks due to vinyl chloride expo- 
sure. Delaney said investigators calcu- 

conduct testing, preliminary tests re- 
vealed 16 contaminants in addition to 

lated health risks by multiplying a a 

vinyl chloride were present in the plume. 
family’s exposure to the substance by the 
toxicity of the substance. 

However, officials said quantities and ‘There is no evidence of increased 
toxicity of these contaminants did not cancer risk or non-cancer health effects," 
combine to produce a substantial health 

See CLEANUP, page 10A r;^ 
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Cleanup: Water testing uncovers 
m continued from page 1A 

- he said. 
Delaney said the risk of cancer for 

people living in Crooked River is well 
below the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s rati of one to 100 cases per one 
million people exposed. 

By using risk analysis of the largest 
amount of exposure reasonably possible 
in the area, researchers concluded that 
less than one adult and 88 children would 
develop cancer at%.er three years of expo- 

sure to the contaminants. 
In the screening risk evaluation, the 

qposed groundwater was not used for 
drinkingwater. 

The screening risk evaluation was just 
an estimate of the probability of an indi- 
vidual developing cancer over a lifetime 
in response to exposure to a concentration 
of a potential carcinogen,” Delaney said. 
We looked at worst case scenarios.” 

All homes in Crooked River Plantation 
are connected to the St. Marys water 

low health risk for residents 
system for drinking water which is not 
exposed to vinyl chloride. However, many 
residents have shallowgroundwater wells 
that are used for irrigation purposes. 

Since vinyl chloride was detected in 
the area, Navy officials urged residents to 
discontinue use of the shallow wells until 
the exposure risks could be identified. 

In order to determine the extent of the 
groundwater plume and its contamina- 
tion, the investigation also included field 
testing of private wells and groundwater 

sampling using hydrocone technology in 
designated right of ways and roadways. 
In hydrocone testing, a large truck pushes 
a metal probe into the ground to retrieve 
samples. 

Captain Len Scullion said that theNavy 
expects to begin field work cleanup by 
early fall. 

The ultimate goi1 is to correct what’s 
been done in the past,“.Scullion said. 
YEven if the risks are minimal we aren’t 
walking away from the sight.” 
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