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JACKSONVILLE OFFICE STAFF

Captain Peter A. C. Long, USN
Commanding Officer.

Naval Station
Mayport, Florida 32228-5000

Dear Captain Long:

I read the enclosed November 11 article and I am not sure
what needs to be done or what can be done. Is there something that
I can help with in regard to this matter? Any input that you can
give to me that would be helpful would be appreciated.

With kindest regards, I am
. . | "~ Sincerely, ) |

L//( SR | ,
Charles E. Bennett ;
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DER considers suit against Mayport base

By Gray Thomas

Staff wifter

Florida officiala have tzken the
first steps.to have Mayport Naval
Station punished in court {or envl-
rontnenial violatlons.

'The Navy has resistcd proposed
alernatives to [ines, state Depart-
ment of Environmental Regulation
officials say. Now the agency has
given the care to Its lawyers to
seek a court order lo correct the
vovironmental problems at May-

port.

“The maln problem is the viola-
tlons are recurring,” said Ashwin
Patel, DER hazardous waste super-
visor In Jacksunville. “Every time
we go out there, the problems are
the same again and again.”

Violalions include the hnvmger
storiige of hnzardous materials, but
the Navy says lthe problems have
- been taken care of.

More weil-krown and longstand-
? probluins with hazardous waste
.posal at Jacksonville and Cecil
teld naval air stations are covered

by state and federal cleanup agree- .

moents, and Patel said only ocea-
stonal, nitwor violations are found
at the two Westside bascs.

But at Mayport, the Navy pros
pased an ngrecruent without fines
ar donaird work to settle 3 DER cl-
tation, sald Cmdr. Tim Taylor, a
base spokesman,

The resistance at Mayport has led
PER to refer the matter to it gen-
eral counsel, .seeking a court order
o correct the violations and pre-
vent them in the future, said Ernde
Frey, DER deputy assistant secre-

In Jacksonville, .
“The agency lawyers will assess
whether a suit against the federa)
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government has any greater chance
of success than pror cases pgainst
the federal governunent that lan-
guished In the cotirts. T
Sirice a May directive from DER
Secretary Dale Twachtmann, the
state hag sought “it-kind” contri-
butions from federal agencies that
routinely refuse Lo pay fints 10 the
state and have stalled attempts to
impose [ines through the caurts.
Alternztives . available for settle-
ments under Twachtmann's May
memo Include actions or programs
“to do something that would bene-
fit the environment” beyond cor-
recting a violation, Frey sald.

For instance, a ledersl agency

Iniglt salisfy the DER by providing
additopal training in waste- han-
dling for its stalf at an expense
greater than the propnsed state
fine, Twachtmany sald,

" in August, the Navy told the DER

that [ederal law and pulicy prevent-
ed. “an agreement _that includes
cash or in-kind civil penalties™ at
Maypart, Taylor said.

But the Navy trics to comply with
states' environmental policies and
has kept "3 good relauonship™ with
the DER in trying to settle the dis-
pute, Taylor said. .

Violatlons at Mayport include im-
proper storage and labeling of haz-
ardous materials, ihadequate train-
ing for workers handling the subs
stances, & lack of regular lnspec-
tlons and storage of some materials
not covered by DER permits, Patel

d.

The bage's stats waste permit al-
lowed bandling of lead, but the
presence of cadmium and chromi-
um, as well ns an apparent Jeak of
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ethylene glycol, violated the permit
conditions, Patel said. The materi-
als result in part from stripping
palnt from ships. - .

Tayjor said all violations had
been corrected by the time the
Navy responded to the DER in Au-
gust, except Jor expanding the per-
it to include the substances omit-
ted eariler.

Twachtmann said he allowed “in-
kind" actions by environmental of-
fenders as an alternative for DER
field agents to “counter federal
agencies’ refusal to pay fines, .

“They say they ate immune from
paying [ines,” Twachimann sald.

Eif they don't want to give us the

money in that way [fihes], make
thent give us 1Yy times the money
Iy in-kind work above and beyond
fixing tho problem, ... Curiously
enough, these things get done.”
Frey said the Navy has cooperat-
ed with state environmenal enforg-
era {n problems at other bases, par-
ticularly at Jacksonville and Cecil
Field naval air stations, But the

Mayport situation is different, he .

said.

“They were unwilling to settle for
any in-kind settlement and were
unwilling to setie for any kind of
fine,” he sald.

“The violations cited at Mayport
are much more major violations,
and there are s lot more vinlations
than at the other two bases [in
Jacksonville],' Patel said.

“Mayporl, llke the other iwo
bases, Is trying to comply with the
regulations, but they don’t have
enough manpower, But that doesn’t
gilve'_l.hem any reason not to com-
ply. i
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