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Navy land transfer tied up 
W ~assive tr~ of r~d tape 
Oeanup effort will continue after transfer 
By AJacJrew BeD 
1Iw_~ parcel efland to the city ofMiIlington. 

Each oCtbs hundreds otwater walla The 1,901 acres = the north sice of 
on the north side of Mlllington'B Navy NavyRoad.includingtb.e currently city­
base requ:i:ra a COQDty permit Drat to leased Millington Airport, was %t18D­
Iti, rlOWD betwelfll 20 ama 60 feet, then dated by the U.s. Gove:nment in 1993 
another permit to mamtam its \2ae.. to be relinquished by the Base Realign-

Some more pe.perwOl'k is needed to mmt anel Closure Commiaaion. 
clot. dowu a well. NSA Mid-&uth is one ofabout three 

The :P&l*'Work Jnvol"ed with man- baaea a=-o88 the nAtion undergoiDg a 
made wells. in this case for discovery, ~ls.ndt:t-ansfertoitsBUmJund­
ualysis anel mOnitoring oC UllBaf. mg cmmnUDity. 
~water, apparently is indicative The city was promised the land m the 
of the outstanding balance otred tape. Call oC 1997, then the first quarter of 
the Navy and its lawyers must. ac:ruti. 
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r "1'he.t could 'IV7 well mean 
I hUDilrada,perba~thOWJaDdao£ 
I JUIW jobs fDr the dty. 

Wbile DO bank cheeb will be 
iavolved In the swap, the effort 

· to pt the laDd'adeed.1lOW aetfur 
, JlDllIIl'7.nbe lateR, has been 
· taldnginthattbedtycontinuea 
· to walt, bDpe 8Dd wonder.. 

MiJl1Dcton Iadwrtrial Devel. 
opmut Boatd Executive Direc­
tor JI'raDk Ryburn spUta a lot of 
bla work week betweeo talkiDi 
to Navy olBdals and pra!lpecQve 
business cuntacta.· 

Ilia recndtm, sales pitch, 
however, st:Ul remains Primaril7 

I 
on the poteDtlal. 

-Wo've got some p:oapeete at 
I tbia point aDd time, three com-

. paDies aN evidencinr interest 
I and w. feel1ike we an in a 1000 
• position with an three,. said 
I R,burn. "But if they eaid, 'Va,' 
: we.till cloJl't bave the d~· 

cONTlNUED .•••• See "Tape" 
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TAPE (continued)
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Ryb\atD said the pnblem is
that tbeNavybu transposec1 ite
meticulOWl cvaluatioDs mto the
c!etaUedlanguapo£thetrllD&­
fat creating eDC)'clopedia size .
data to be reviewed by the law­
}'Sl'lI ofbotb entities.

llybum would prefer any eo­
vironmental intormatiQn eon·
~theland, includinglaDd
teStrictions., typed oat OD 011.
pqe.

Whatevn hal reatrictioDs
the Navy places on the1aPd, the
Umita probably will be' moot to
industrial park oftic:iall, who
cmly 8#ViIiOD plac1Dg builcliup
and roadw818 to and from the
al.rpozt. DOt subdJvWoAt.

Commandw John Baker or
NASAMid-southuid~N&"11
commibDent to euaurlnI that
8D7 Pl"Operty it COnJ1e1'ly uaecl is
8UfIh:ientlycleanedtomeetenvi­
roDJDeIltalstandards-on.tbat
CODSbU1t1ykeep cbaDgins- wiD
continue for three Or four yean
after the Navy hatrelmq~
proprietonhip. .

It, pointl out, howe'l6f, that
delays in the tran8ferattlu.point
have little to do with oqo!n,
enviJ'omDtD'teJ studies. Ratbel',
he aeid. it's simply the time CQU­

BUJDiD8 task of.takiq the bue
. tranaCer documents from ODe
. mI1itar1 chain of command to
'anotber. .

Th. hierarchy includes the
: EPA, theu.s.Geolosica1SUl'\'e1.
j the TeDAesBee Department of
: EnviloDmeotand CouservatioD,

amOIll ot.hera.
In fact, aClClltdJDg to Baker,

. despite the en\liroDDllJD.tal task
: team'. recent acld1tional ftndbas
i ofc:ontaminab!d ean UO'lIQd the
\ decadeaoldwater tower.tbe~
I retar7oftbe NlIV1~otron•

coDvWentdef'e1T81 requestearl1
latt month, signifying that the
land can be tranJd'ernd. even
while efForts to clean up con­
taminatedwaterareaacontiDue.

"GettiDgthe CDRapproved is
good newa," said Baker. "Before,
tbec1ean-upbadtobecompletely
fmi8hedbefore the transCercould
be appl"Oved. But handing over
the property doesn't allow us
(Navy) to just.walk away fzom it
itweconta.miAatedit. Wehaveto
upgrade to the standards set."

Tanya Barker, NSA Mid-
South's Environmen.ta1 Division

· Director, ,Bald .there ai'e-f'our 81'-

· eN on the north side of'the base
! c:reWl are still investiptiQg and
:1 monitorin"includingtbeformer
· turkey shoot area and another

Iarea where the Navy practiced
Pre fighting drilla, includingdis.

• posinl ofcrud. oll firu. .
\ . She said the Navy baa spent .

$13 JIilllioD in clean up projects
justonthe north aideofthebase,
including reD10val of atotage
tanks. .

Baker said soil experts are
monitoring the c1irect1on or con­
taminatedwastewater-What'8
tenDed"HotSpots- -lU1d some-

I th1ngthat'sunrelatedtosuitablt
drinking water, DOrmally found
500 a. to. 1,500 ft. below the
ground., ' .;. ." . .

· They are also b.'J7inB to deter-
· minetbemostcost-efI'ectiveman-.

Del' in which to clean it up.
· -rheba.-today, oryeara&om
i DOW is a reflectiou of the Navy,"
i said Baker. "We want to make
; .woe we're doing the risht thing,
! w~re in a partnerahip with the

citY. and this can be a win·win
situation.-


