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Hawkins _-  . - -  * praises toxic cleanulo at ALAS*+ ~ 

# . ... .. - . . . -  - ... 

By MICHAEL BURKE , 
lourmi wan writer 

Sen Paula Howkino expressed 
Witsfrc'titin with the milit&y'u 
rlrinup ol  its toxic waste problems 
durinl: a bliort visit to than Pensacola 
N a v d  hir,Stal ion on Tuesday. 

tldwkinr also lold reporters that 
for rcononric and stralrgic reasons, 
I'c-nsrrula i s  "the logical choice" for 
lhr Iwation of a new Navy battle 

tlawkinh drrived a t  2 1 5  p.m. at 
Shwman Field after visiting three 
ottwr militury bases with rontrmi. 
natcd sites: Homestead Air Force 
Basr near Miami. MacDill A i r  Force 
Base outside Tampa, and Jackson. 
villc N r v d  Air Station. 

Ilawkins was briefed on thr pro- 
gram used by tlic, Navy to invesli- 
gale old waslt* stirs. including those 
crratcd hy decades of toxic waste 
dumping into pits, ponds and open 
dunrps. 

17te s e n h r  said thc, Defense De. 
partnicnt i s  using its own money to 
fin.inrc nunirrnus studies of i t s  tox- 
ic wrstr prubleiii. "I'm glad they're 
moving t h i s  fast, but they should 
niow r7 liillr Idder." she rdid. 

tLtwktns s.iitl nrilitiiry officials at 
P V ~ I Y  base stit* visited Aowed "il 
dct*p srnsr of citizenship." She also 
notrd. howtwcr, that toxic wastr 
has twcn h w i d  at virtually all of 
Floridii's nit l i t  ~ I V  installations. 

At EKlin Air Force b s e ,  for ex. 
aniplr. thv Air Force studied 30 po. 
lcnli.tlly ront.mintted sites in 1981. 
A stictc cnvironmrntal official said 
Tut*sd.~y th.it itit* state and Eglin of. 
lit*i.ils h.~vc* q r e c d  on further study 
of I!I El:lin S I I C S .  

ILiwkitis irl.trinivl the tour to "in. 
VCU~I:.II~. thr many effective mclh. 
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odu used by the military to expedite 
the cleanup of toxic waste sites in 
hupetr of improving tlw Environ. 
mental Protection Agency Super. 
fund program." 
The Superfund program comes up 

for reauthorization by Congress in 
Seplember. The senator said Florid- 
ians living near Superfund rites 
"should not be forced to wail over 
two years for toxic waste site 
cleanup to be completed, as ir the 
case now." 

Hawkins said she believes the 
military has moved faster on mill. 
tary waste sites than the EPA has 
on industrial dumps and toxic sites 
handled under Superfund. She said 
former &PA official Rita Lavelle sat 
on Superfund money for two years 
before she was forced out of offlce. 

Hawkins' remarks about the pace 
and effectiveness of the military 
cleanup program werc in iwntrasl to 

the criticism of the Pentagon's envi- 
ronmental efforts by stale officials 
and other Congressmen. 

In November of last year, a draft 
reporl by the General Accounting 
Office of Congreus said the Penta- 
gon had not completed p toxic 
waste cleanupat any military i p t a l -  
lation. 

At that timc, US. Rep. James Flo. 
rio of New Jersey said the military's 
progress on i ts  toxic waste p-roblem 
has been "painfully slow." 

And John Ruddell. chief of the 
Bureau of Operations for the Flon. 
da Department of Environmental 
Resources in Tallahassee, said Mons 
day that the Defense, Department, 
like the Superfund program. is  nrov. 
ing very slowly in correcting waste 
site Irazards. 

Ruddell said the military's instal- 
lation Hestoration Program is "still 

in the very beginning I;k&'.!n 
Florida. 

Ruddell alao obsenred that  the  
"technical quality" of row of t he  
w r k  done by the milltary a n d  its 
consultants "has not been real 
high." He sold the consultants wen. 
not to blame as much as the  bud&, . 
restrict ions placed on them by ha+-.' 
Defense Department. , --/ 

In Pentacola. the DER'S spec&*' 
programs supervisor Tom M & 4 ~  
also adreed with Ituddell that  t ... 
military cleanup in West Florid&: 
has been as  rlow, if not slower, than 
the cleanup of waste riles under tbc 
EPA Superfund. 

Superfund money has been used 
in Penracola to drain the waste woe 
ter ponds a t  American Creosote 
Works. In October 1983, t he  &PA 
spent $725,000 in Superfund money 
to drain and stabilize the site. ' .'' 
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