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‘aula and Ken House, with son
ason, shown ~2ar testing well.
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j Military protected,

er.be found — or cleaned up -

Some toxic dumps may

OF THE SENTNR. STAFF [

new home near the quiet country town of Busk
in Sumter County, they thought they would strike a
: vein of coal Florida water. -~ -~ ) :
-{ What they got was poison.’

contaminated-
federal safe-

: cancer and chromosome damage,
" Houses' well at levels 1,100 times above
_ {y limits for drinking water.

~ The pollution came from an abandoned
base next door, where soil and ground water e
been saturated with aviation fuel. . e

- “[ just wanted to sit down and cry,” said paula
House, an elementary schoal teacher. “Who d

have thought that in the middle of this f:zrming <om-
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" When Paula and Ken House sank a well far ttheir
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- munity there would be something so dangerous?” .. -

: In fact, the Pentagon has dumped . enormous
amounrits of toxic waste into the lakes, rivers, swamps -

- and woods of Florida, from the Jush bayous of Pensa-
-o0la to the tropical mecca of Key-West. ’ Lo

"The duraping, which began in Worid War II and of-

'ﬁdallymdedintheearlyws,wassobadu\atfed- ,

eral and state experts are doubtful that all the pollu-
tion — especially in the ground water — can be
cleaned up. - . e

“It’s an enormous problem,” said Eric Nuzie, who

oversees Florida’s military bases for the state Depart-
. ment of Environmental Regulation. “The more
get into it, the more complex it gets.”
had .. The military did not keep records of where or what

you

it:dumped. No one knows for sure how much oil, jet
fuel, chemicals, pesticides and heavy metals have
: . Please see POISON, A-8
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Poisoning.
THE MILITARY DUMPS ™

This report continues & periodic
serias in which The Orlando Sertinet
exarmines ground and water contami-
nation #n Florda. Today, int the Ist of
3 parts, the military's dumping and

spiling has Jelt a fegacy of possan. .. . .
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Its own

along with public

'QISON from A-1

aked Into the ground water on
1d off Florida bases.

“That means the big question —
s many people might have been
szoned by tainted water during al-’
25t half a century — cinnot be an-
ered.

“We'll never know what hap-
ned,” Nuzie said. “A lot of this
-4 might have lesched into the
ster and b gone by now. There's
» way 10 traek that”

Bevond thats some of the dumps
ntinue 10 1éak and threaten drink-
g water supplies.

The Pentagon says it Is trying to

rect ity wrongs. So far it has’

“fied 520 suspected toxle
3 in the state, most of them on
toiser, 1t has sot a goal of having
¢ sites clexned up by the year
09 — a goal no one realistically
spects 10 be met, .
Thomas Bacs, the Pentagon's
sputy assistant secrelary of de.
nse for the environment, ssid the
litary has begun {o attack the
wblem with an armada of troops,
schines and technology,
This ycar, Baca said, the milllary
41 spend $1.18 billion on ¢leanups
atlonwide, He sald everyone from

- Joint Chiefs of Staffl to base

smmanders have been ordered to
sake the cleanup a priority.

“1t's o philosophy that permeates

very service,” he sald. “Wa try o
ordinate the effert and we hold

«nthly meetings” with senlor’

my, Novy and Alr Force leaders
- discuss how the cleanup is going,
Rut Baca's optimism is based on
prograrn that for more than a dee-
Je has essentially been sialled,
‘nly bout half a dozen sites have

2en cleaned in Floridy, and most -

ases still don't have a schedule for
‘eaning the other dumps.
Last year, the Pentagon inspecior
eneral's office found that ineffl
~es and rod tape in the mill.

s cleanup plan ~ which in--

Jves 17,600 dumps across the na.
1n = threaten to sink the project.
The report said the Army, Alr

‘ores and Navy have not coordinat-

4 theiplan: of, given it direction.
There i‘s » lack of 1

‘stion and ability to decide”

can b mbmme b L 411 oA R I

v

money, communi-+!

The report also warned that the
program’s technical complexity and
heavy reliance on vutside contrae
fors make it ripe for fraud, weste:
and mismanagement.

Drilling a well to take samples of
polluted ground waler can cast
$200,000. A single soll sample test

runs $500 to $5000, depending on

how many contaminants are sus-
pecied. Those costs, combined with
iengthy procedurcs set out by slate
and federal laws, mean that & typi- -
cal toede waste site takes eight 10 10
years to clesn, *

As a resuli, military and civilian
experts say it could take 20 years

and $500 million to complete mill- ~

taty cleanups in Florida alone, That
woutld make it one of the largest en-
vironmental salvage jobs in siate
history. ‘The Pentagon says the nie

" {ional cleanup will cost at least $24.5
billion. That's more than it cost o
jand men’on the moon in NASA's
Apolio program,

A study of Defense Department
and. state records, along with docu-
ments obtained by The Oriando -
Sentinel through the federal Frec-
dom of Information Act, show how

the military has poliuted Florida's
land snd water.. .

Contaminated sltes

With 529 suspected sites, Florida'
" ranks ninth among states with the
most military dumps. Florida has
more than any state in the South
east except Alabams, :
Four bases — Pensacola Naval Air
Station, Jacksonville Naval Air Sta-
tion, Cecil Field Naval Air Station
near Jacksonville and Homestead
Air Foree Base outside Miami — are
on the federal Superfund cleanup
. 1181, a designsvion meaning that
afler inspections and tests, the sites
have national priovity for cleanup.. -
< Another Superfund site is the
"Hipps Road heighborhood in Jack- -
 gonville, where hundreds of resi-.
dents say they were poisoned by 8
Nearby Navy dump that tontamina- |
+, ed their well water, T
2" More Florida bases could be add-
ed to the Superfund U5t next year, 3
¢ whon a base-by-bass review is com:,

)

pleted. But it dossn't end there.

» for tnsde waste, Araong them is -

Poisoning Florid

a! The military dun

‘Obably

N I ORISR PR AN

\ Lo galions of ground water is taint-

4The Pentagon also is checking.
v hgtﬁ} ig%:ubmdonod military sites states

{ the World Wer [T Army airfield next
to the Houses' home and the South
Pairick Shores neighbarhood near
Patrick & Foree Base in Brevard
County, Federel and state experis
began studying South Patrigk
Sores last yauer after regldents re-
porteda high rate of Rodghkin's dis-
ease, a rure form of cander. !

Although Florida Depariment of
Environmental’ Regulstion officinls
beileve the houses were built on an
old dump, tests recontly showed no.
pollutanis in the soil or water under
the neighborhood. :

Tn all, 57 of the state's old military
gites are in Brovard, Leke, Orange, |
Osceoln, Seminole and Volusia -
countics. Of the 48 inspected to
date; 43 were founa to be clean and’
do not require further study, Five,
are known 1o have hazardous or tax-.)

- e materipls, . Y Swpegeerts i

They include -the former McCoy 1

“Alr Yorce Base In Orlando, Lees-td
burg Army Alrficld and the Sanf !

. Naval Air Station."All were used to
train’ pliots: during World War IL3¢
The Leesburg and Sanford bases -
were closed in the late 18403, McCoy
was shut in 1875, All are now busy’
‘hubs for civilian aircraft - -

o po e .

‘The ground watet under & fire-
training area at McCoy — part of
- which is now Orlando International
- Alrport — is saturated with cancer

cauging heavy metals end vinyl
" chloride. The area s in a remote,
scldom-visited field.

At Sanford, 11 empty concrete
tanks that could each hold 50,000
gallons of fuel were found buried,
M Leesburg, four emply concrete

fanks that could each hold 25,000 .

gallon; of fuel were found under
na, -

" The Army Corps of Engineers,
which is checking the sites, doos
not know if the tanks are cracked or
- how much fuel may have lcaked |
;,;;?\todgmund waler, officials say,
P N TN T

- Amounts of waste .

T Based on Pentagon .studics
, estimates; total military dumping in -
ri-Florida would amount 10 tens of -
rimiltions of galions of toxic waste, -
" If all the wasté were put on a gi-
i.ant.ship and 'spilied off the Florida -
{'const; it would cover the slate’s

~-1,197 miles of beaches with a pol- |
l:‘ sonous sludge_several inches or‘j

more thick,

P

The waste has come in many
forms, The Navy and Air Force have .
spilled untold millions of galons of »
jet fucl. At just one site — MacDill .
Air Yorce Base in Tamps — 3.7 mil- !
ed with fuel, !

At Key West Naval Air Station, @ «
site once usod to mikx the cancen
causing pesticide DDT is believed

to be leaking into coastal watery

. thet are tecrning with fig)y and that

&re home to some of North Ameri-
ca's endangered coral reefs.

A square-mile section of Bglin Air
Force Base in the Panhandle might
be declared a "dead zone" because

it was sprayed with the defoliant
! Agent Orange during the Vietnam

War. Experts den't know how to
clean i up.

At a Navy research center in near-
by Panama City, 4 tons of lead paint-
were shoved into an cozing pit. Oth-*
er pollutants, including mercury .

.and sotvents, likely sceped into St
Andrew’s Bay and the Gulf of Mexd-

0. ,
- All Wid, everything from radioac-
five wastes o napalm bombs were
routinely placed in back-lol dumps

-across the state where an unknown-

amount leaked into the ground wa-
ter,

’

“Water.contamination

- 'Tho ‘military may have poisoned
its owm men, women and children
— 58 well as the public — through
its dumnping. .
In 1888, for examyple, officials at
Whiting Field Naval Air Station
_near Pensacola found that two wells
that supplied drinking water on

bage were contaminated with levels

of benzene 33 times above safely
limits, .

About 3,800 base personnel drank .
tap water from the wells. Navy offi- .
cials say there is “no way” to know :
how many people were exposed (0
the bad water over the years or what
2;&!\31 problems might have result-:

There also is no way to know
whether leaking pesticide pits and |
fuel spifis at Homestead Air Force ;
. Base ncar Miami-ever contaminated

the Biscayne Aquifer, which runs -
under the installation, The aquifer

is a source of diinking wuler for .
more than 16,000 people living withe |

in three miles of the base,

© A preat deal of toxic waste also

{ was dumped into major bodies of |

fresh water and salt waler around
Florida because many bases are -

and the Atluntic Qcean.
As a result, people who fished or

swam in the waters near the instals -
lations might have been exposed W

the poigons.

In Pensacola, the Navy spent dec- |

, ades dumping radium — & Jow-level
7 racdioactive material used to lumt
nate instruments in sircrafl cockpits
— into sewers and dilches that
flowed into Pensacola Day and Boy-
ou Grande, hoth popular fishing
"grounds. Millions of. yrallons of
heavy metals were dumped the
Same WAy, - “,

. next o rivers, the Guif of Mexdco

[




“fhe Navy also dumped lead, mer-

' cury and ofl into the 5t. Johns Riv-
cr. A 1985 study by Jacksonville .

University showed that 60 percent
of the spotted sea trout and fioun-
* der caught near Jacksonville Naval -
Alr-Station had arge open sores '
;cﬁ‘g'_’g@bythemste; o o

image” in them, said David .
Boehnke, the JU professor who did
The Navy even dumped
Lake Baldwin st Orlando Naval -
Tralning Conter from the 1530s.10 -
" boating and swimming by the mili-
-tary and the public.during that -
lake in 1989 and found no sign of
contaminetion, :
allowed to run roughshod over Flor-
ida’s environment? oY

the swrvey,
and aeids from a photo 13?&13-'
. 1978, The Jake was used for fishing,
time, though the Navy tested the
" How could the military have been
" Eagy. The policy was anything
. Boes. »

During the yoars of wholesale
dumping, no Jaws covered the dis.
posal of hazardous waste. The mate- |
+  rial was simply casted off in trucks
‘. and ffontend loaders, thrown sway

* *They did it under accepled prace
tices of the ime,” sald Art Linton,
"oan officlal with the US. Environ-

D)
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i was very riich Hie o detective %, Jol 2 .:_3. oj :Z
"Job. 1t was very tedlous,* sald Ar- |7 f e '
.t:tmm};{cmld. em:imnmenulcg;i 1 “
; avy’s Coastal Systems ORCIN -\
ter in m City. “Most Offltﬁ was ; ",g’r:' AR ,
talking -timers, many of them &5~ A% .
+ - “Some were afrald 10 talk, They;
22 wEnt G Implitaie themed A
. selves,” he sald. ) B </ Tisy :
Paula and Xén House wish some- |+ e f
body had talked to them about the |- S .
hidden Jeaks of aviation fuel be-*|.". i
neath their b acres of pineand oak, |, ¥ :
Aler months of Investigation, the |- ¥ |
Pentagon admitted its responsibllity A i
and drilled the couple u new, doeper | * X
well with a special filter to cleanse | ..  “if -
- thelr tap water. i b
But the contamination remains . . ,
underground, There are no plang to* |~ - = ¢ :

. pump 1t out. That angers Paula °
House, a native Floridian who fears .| -
her state is being poisoned todeath, ;1 . Q0

. “The military has & responsibllity - |... - ‘
10 clean up the land and the water,” |.-

- ghe sald, “They're accountable, |-

. We're all accountuble.” s

vy
.

dangerous byproduct, howeves, es- \
pecially when thirsty cities and sub-
divisions began creeping closer. :

."We were not Jooking at the envi- -

put it In a 55.gallon drum and put it
-inalandail’™
Finding the dumps ha been im-
menzaly difficult. Because 0o re-
", to rely on the memory of civillan
. wotkers to point cut tonde sitee. - <.
% i That remains the cass today as’
- the search for dumps goes on. *-* -

ZA

ronmoental consequences of our ac-. i
tions,” sald Lt. Col. Don Bradford, |
thiet of cleanup operations at |
Homestead Air Force Base, “We'd |
talk o industry and they'd say, ‘Just |

1






