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Pollutlon

NAS faces massnve
cleanup after yearsu
of toxuc dumplng Gk

,.af«n y
By John Fritz
News Journal

golf course, and the beautiful vista of the 4 ;-
Gulf of Mexico, it’s hard to believe [
Pensacola Naval Air Station is one of Amenca,sJ
most polluted places. .- -2~ # 7 :
The sparkling facade belies decades of v
environmental abuse that in December 1989
landed Pens3cola NAS on the federal Eaxs
government's military Superfund list of ,he most
serious hazardous waste sites.

THREE YEARS after hitting the list, the base

still is trying to get a handle on the extent of the -
mination. And the start of the arduous i
up process is years away.

. wish it would have never happened. But it’s1
not like Love Canal or a lot of these sites in New- &
Jersey, said Ron Joyner, an environmental  :
engineer working on the Installation Restoratxon "2
project. “It’s not as bad as it sounds.” Tt

Base officials say the polluted sites pose no
imminent health or environmental risk. But
others aren’t 8o sure.

“I think that’s misinformation, because we
know it has been posing an environmental risk to
Bayou Grande and Pensacola Bay,” said Linda 3%
Young, publisher of Pro Earth Times and %44 j :
president of the statew1de eny,xronmental group SRERE

LARGE QUANTITIES of industrial waste haved

: S Bruce GranerlNews Jou
;73 Jason Sdomon and Michele anking take ground water samples for contaminatt
_ testing from a small well at Pensacola Naval Air Station, The well hasbeen dnlle

water that surrounds the base, which is built'on a
peninsula in southern Escambia County, Young -
said. “There isa good bit of contamination still - ..

outinthebay,” shesaid. -~ 5160 atthemteofanoldradlumdlalwnrkshop ' Ju, St :' SR LT SN
“From my experiencewith otherSuperfund 1
oaith Ty ey o €Y arentposing ahuman % TWASTE STORAGE SITES AT PENSACOLA NAVAL AR STATIO!
h ng‘-'? % The government may spend upto$‘loo mhillion cleaning up 39 Individual hazardous
”-ﬁaens gg%ftsggg%g}trﬁ?nte fhrg%}'(‘{ 18 m"eSt’gat‘ 5% waste shes at Pensacola NavalAlf Station,which'was added t ?hemilta sof g
contamination, accordmgtoapubhc report Superfund list in 1989. The 17 sftes belo WGre dqtermmed to bethe;nos senou$ "
comniled hy the base: P - % and in need of full remedlal investlgatlon i Rtey r.Mw ] .

O tor 35years, industrial and hazardous Wastes§‘
—solvents, cyanide and heavy metals — were # v~ H§

wrged by storm sewersinto Pensacola Bay. £33 - j
illswere common duringthe 19408,’'60s  +.tx,
b. d0s.

Sedimentsamples 300 feet offshore showonly .
trace amounts of metals. Butconcernsremain .=+
aboutthe location of the sampling sites, the ¥
method and depth of sediment sampling.

B In 1981,workers diggingunderthe concrete -

anrnon nf Ruildine WARN o halicantor ranairehan
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%ﬁ “Iwish it would bave never happened. Butit's y.e
!

ot like Love Canal or a lot of these sites in Ne

£ Jersey, said Ron Joyner, an environmental -
Jmmgmeer working on the Installation Restoration
P

roject.“It’s mot as bad as it sounds. s i P
- Base officials say the polluted sites pose no: 't
;*; imminent health or environmental risk. But

$el - others aren’t 50 suTesi MRS s 11yt

- *“] think that’s m:smformatlon, because we -

47" know it has been posing an environmental nsk to.

$~Bayou Grande and Pensacola Bay,” said Linda
Young, publisher of Pro Earth Times and;if
presi ent of the statamde p

penmstﬂamsouthemEscambm CountyJ' oung§
ifisaid..Thereis a g btpfcontammatmn suu '
outithhqbay. ! d M ok }
“Frommyaxpenenoem th'other Su
£ sites, it’s very rare they aren’t posing a hum
' healt.hnsk as welllt vt B T S
;A sdmple of some sxtes haNavyis mvestlgatm
in Pensacola to determine the extent ofu::: w4k iy
4 contamination, acoordmg toa bli !
L .compiled.bhy t.he})
#, W For:35 years, indu :
2= golvents, cyanide and heavy metals = were” §
. discharged by storm sewers into Pensacola Bay
+ Fish kills were common duringthe 19405, 508

trace amounts of metals. But concerns remain
about the location of the sampling sites, the . i:¥

*. method and depth of sediment sampling. - '#

M In 1981, workers digging under the concrete%3

apron of Buxldmg 3460, a helicopter repmr shop
were burned by a “black slimy liquid” in the soi
. The types of chemicals and extentof - - =,

“ycontamination are unknown. A leak inan - «%

industrial sewer line from the Naval Avnahon
Depot is the suspected sources-. !

W For 20 years, the Navy dumped sanitary and =
industrial waste — including solvents, pestxcxdes,

' QFM e "ﬁ ’!'Jz’ d - A
Jason So omon and Mlchmu e ground water samples for contamination ,

#- testing from a small well at Pensaco. Naval Air Station. The well has been dnlledw -

S ihesootinold o i yelabos oA by

- WASTE STORAGE SITES AT PENSACOLA NAVAL AIR STATION' f

The government may spend uptu$1oo million cleaning up 39 individual hazardous :
waste sites at Pensacola Naval Air Station, which was added'to the military *: ]
Superfund list in 1989. The 17 sites below were determmed 1o be the most senoua b

hand in need of full remedial lnvesugatlon\{ ;1,,% MW, .usg.,. ISRY .

#a el oo SeeNAS, backofsectmn.,,.,.t‘ﬁ,,v\;,,..L,iL SRR LR AR B 3o




: Toxics. Project, i vmg ltihere," A
) zL! u,n:‘%onal envxronmental group ¥ be’ & number o (swes) that -will ?e leﬂ;‘i
“fercury am o R T Y o S MR 14, *“The U:Si mili uthenatlondN . L e 9 ) i g
+sblid; W‘m'hndﬁu Momtonngwélls R "wake up L0 ¥ polluter. Virtuallt;gevery base is & tosic 5 'Remedial investigation is‘complete on’ -
idicated contamination in the-shallow ' ando x1cME SRR, waste sité, rangin from relatively minor. <25 of 39 sites, including’17 that were:
. 4 . vigi M 5 L od Ny &

;contaminantsi:like. easing -stalls;» deemed to require extensive study. vt v
hrough gas-and oil | p ucts dumped m«ﬂ, But even at the most polluted spots,

the. ground, right: 'through the most dan=t’ there are few — if any~— outward mdxca- -

' to mankmd." “tions of a hazardous waste site. To the ¥

: o . e ';i‘.‘i—”naked ‘eye, they may:look like an open ¥
" The governmen will spend up to $100); field, & lawn or a pile of rubble. ¢ e el

mllhon to clean up the 39 sites at Pensa-..'You'd have to kmow it's there,” Joyner--

la. NAS, baset spokeswoman Michele,;i sauj;;w“Beople expect to see drums with

*Harrisom smd'. The cleanup is not expec: . That's really not the case.2p<-~
1y ted to start: untll1997 and probably will - .:Over, e years, the Navy has beoonw '
1imot be oo:pplg od ;until the 'year 2005, ‘more aware of the environment, - ;¢4

] R 3?’:.,, “Anything that we know at this pomt“*
..The final plan,*which the public will™ would be a risk to the environment, we :
"have an opportunity to comment on, must havé a program in place to ensure the-
w be approved by state and federal environ<* Navy i is a good steward 10 the environ«
- mem:al regulatorsii,s -.. - - % ment.” Harrison said."
& “That’s. illegal ‘now,’ Bu 4 n'f: ‘The firm Ensafe/Allen & Hoshall of & In January 1983, Pensacola NAS devel-
Memphls, Tenn;, has been contracted to} oped the Navy’s first Environmental

.oorrect the sins of the past,"Joyner said. e awik

' _The base was established in 1825 as the pomt, the Navy mport said. u - determine the extent of contamination Compliance BoArd to make sure regula-
Pensacola Navy Yard, and it has contin- At another shop, 1,500 gallons of lumu" " anc: suggest a course of actlon. Thatcould tions are followed.

ued to thrive. The largest industrial em- nous paint were poured into the samtary be using pumps to flush contaminants, The Navy also initiated a program to

twe. for example,to pamt an almaft, th

dump the waste paint andsolvents onto;

-the ground to eventually make their wayti
e -

into the water, he smda ’

g 213

-ployer in Northwest Florida, the Pensa- . sewer annually for 30 years. ‘ from the groundwater, using pollution-, reduce the amount of hazardous waste

cola Naval Aviation Depot, is situated on':. In 1976, the building was torn down and.... eating bacteria or, in the nost extreme. that it generates.

‘the 5.800-acre installation. o e - thn rh-mn nina found to he radinactive -CaSe€S, excavating contaminated soil. M+ Methods have been developed to collect =
I‘EEEIn' solvents

‘- At one old paint shop, 30,000 gallons of The drain plpe was removed to a depth of In some cases, the best action mxght be paint-stripping waste,
waste paint, thinner and paint gludges 18 inches, and the rest of it was capped no action at all, as in the case of ithe anduse a plastic materja) to blast paint 1
were poured on the ground. A monitoring  with concrete.. B3 .. radioactive pipe at the old radium Hial Of'f aircraft instead of using stripper. ¢
well showed low-level or no contamina-... Sumld‘ contammatlon is common at shop. F \ “Themilitary is beginning to wake up to
tion. But the plume of contamination.7 military bases throughout the country, “You’re going to cause a greater health: ' the tremendous tOXIC problems they
already may have passed the monitoring  said Bob Schaeffer, spokesman for the risk by digging’ the thing up than byjust face," Schaeffer agreed “Unfortunately,
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R v Boston- based l\/hh 'I‘oncs Pro;ect, a'y-leaving it {here, Joyner gaid. “There wil 1.
mlltary is M q;r e % national environmental group.t7. < <t mr "be a number of_ (axtes) that wxll be left -
- » Faug k587 The U.S.‘military is thé'nation’s No. T{" alone.] At bt oo S TRERNE S L

1gto Wake up tO ) polluteq Vu-tually every ‘base’is a tomm@' -Remedial’ 1nvest1gatwn is complete on
1endous tOXl 'ﬁ,.,' om relatively minor’ '25 of 39 sites, 1ncludmg ~17, thab were™

waste site,’ rangmﬁefr 2 3 K
25 de i st lls,, eeme to require extenswes g2 w
15 they face i batr oo degreasing sta

; taminanta ¢1i
8 ugh gas and oil p
‘natel ,1n many‘ éthe .ground, right through the most dan-f " there are few — if any = outward indica-
AN gerous: substances known ‘to mankmd, ‘tions of a hazardous waste site. To the

haSI} t bee,n§ , “he'saiduion . Mgy ‘naked eye, they may look like an open
ry. It‘;S as a»’ﬁz’ﬁg 5 The;govemmelﬁ will spend up to $10 field, a lawn or a pile of rubble.’ ,c»,\ Th
f aglfati'bh ‘bﬂg , 1§ million to clean’up the 39 sites at Pensa%?j‘,“You d have to know it’s there,” Joyner
-Y‘ b-cola; NAS, base’ spokeswoman Michel saidy “People expect to see drums: w1th
5 Or educatlon b i Harrison saxd_» The cleanup is not expecq’ green oqze. That’s really not. the case.’
IStS , ’ P“T !., ¥, ‘ted to start until 1997 and probably WXU . Dver. the years, the Navy has become
" not be completed .until the year 2005, more aware of the environment!* ' -

offitials said. iy} &» ,M»,a-» TR & i‘f—f‘. 5 “Anything that we know at this point

“namona.lenvrronmental ¥4 have an opportunity to comment on, must’ - "have“a program in place ‘to ensure the
e fEa <, be approved by state and federal enwronj' ‘Navy is a good steward to: the environ-
¥ Y % W98 mental regulatorsiiy-s. - - 'FHT¥ ment,” Harrison said.siivim.
“fﬂ‘% V;:*ig The firm Ensafe/Allen & HoshalI 6f*: *"In January 1988, Penaacola NAS devel-
’ Memphis, Tenn’;, has been contracted wﬂ oped the Navy's first Environmental
wy report said. .., -~ ¥ket i determine the' extent of contamination Compliance Board to make sure regula-
shop, 1,500 gallons of lmm:i: and suggest a course of action. That could: tions are followed. )
vere poured into the sanitary'. be using pumps to flush contaminants g 73 The Navy also mmated a program to
lly for 30 years. : . , 4§ ! from the groundwater, using pollutxon-'r ‘reduce the amount of hazardous waste
~ building was torn down and: eating bacteria or, in the most extreme that it generates.
pe found to be radioactive. . cases, excavating contaminated soils . .lm Methods have been developed to collect
pe was removed to a depth of  In some cases, the best action might be. paint-stripping waste, reclaim solvents
nd the rest of it was capped no action at all, as in the case of Sthe and use a plastic material to blas!. paint
e .., radioactive plpe at the old radium dial.  off aircraft instead of using stripper.
mtammatlon is common at shop. RS | I i “ o £5t . *The military is begmnmgtowane up to
ses throughout the country, “You're going to cause a greater health* the tremendous toxic problems they
chaeffer, spokesman for the risk by digging the thing up than by just face,” Schaeffer agreed. “Unfortunately,
. Y . .
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cts dumped i ma * But even at the- most ‘polluted spots,'

%1 The final. plan‘_"whxch the public w111"“ would be a risk to the environment, we -
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vesi»gatioa 1o locate poteoha! g
arcas: bao&d o Navy recorda ’

: ﬂN:tual mmedlal actions® ’for«
;zm,cieanwor long-tenn Monitoring
. Apgording to ‘hage officlals, Tt wmw(a
umﬁazm_tmeyearw%to

The federal Envlmnmema! Protection:

Ag Florida Departraent of. Environ. -
mm“ﬁ and focal agencies Je- -
»vlewmdommnemmeaohst&ge Sted

in many ‘cases, it hasn’t been voluntary“L
It'sas a result of agltamon by cmzens or.
education by journalists.” RN
“It’s like an aircraft carrier. It's turmng'l
very slowly, but it's beginning to turn
There’s much, much more to do‘,: i g






