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W o r k  begins on NASP re--- I --.- _ _  - Lions 
At NAS Pensacola, every ef- 

fort is being made to clean up 
sites which were identified un- 
der the Department of De- 
fense’s Installation Restoration 
Program (IRP). Three sites on 
the base have been chosen for 
early removal initiatives. The 
removal actions are conducted 
in compliance with state and 
federal decisions. The IRP is 
being conducted at bases na- 
tionwide to identify and ad- 
dress potential contamination 
from past practices. These past 
practices are no longer used 
because they do not meet to- 
day’s environmental stan- 
dards. 

At any site where there has 
been a release or spill that 
could potentially impact human 
health or the environment, a re- 
moval action may be performed 
to r e m e  the source of possi- 
ble contamination. Removal 
actions are designed to pre- 
vent, minimize or mit i i te dam- 
age to the public health or wel- 
fare to the environment. 

pemoval actions may be ap- 
propriate for several types of 
sites. These include sites 
where hazardous materials, 
such as chemicals or petro- 
leum products, spilled or leak- 
ed into the ground in the past 
and could have a great impact 

on human or environmental 
health. 

Removal actions may involve 
heavy equipment to remove 
dirt from the site. In the case of 
a storage tank, the tank must 
be carefully cleaned and ex- 
posed before being removed 
from the ground. This typically 
requires time, planning, equip- 
ment and expertise, and is not 
an easy procedure. 

The three sites selected for 
early removal actions are 
known as site 30, a wetland 
area; site 32, a former waste- 
water treatment plant; and site 
39, Oak Grove campground. 

Approximately 200 feet 
south of Oak Grove camp 
ground, a circular area approxi- 
mately 300 feet in diameter, is 
littered with broken brick, con- 
crete, tile, glass, coal and nails. 
Soil is darkly stained and sur- 
rounded by sparse vegetation. 
The soil is stained by used mo- 
tor oil. Reportedly, old railroad 
ties were once stored in this 
area. 

A risk assessment has deter- 
mined that the chemical con- 
centrations at this site, site 39, 
pose no risk to recreational 
users, but they may not meet 
the most restrictive residential 
standards. 

The chemicals could pose a 

risk to local groundwater if left 
in place. Tests indicate no con- 
tamination has occurred, how- 
ever, it may if no action is taken. 

Currently, the Navy Public 
Works Center (NPWC) is clear- 
ing the top 12 inches of sol1 from 
the site. After removal it will be 
disposed of. After the area has 
been completely excavated and 
tested for remaining contamina- 
tion, the site will be filled with 
clean soil and replanted. 

A steel wasti-receiving 
structure at site 30 is the focus 
of this removal action. The 
structure may have received 
plating wastes generated from 
the 1940s through the 1970s. 

Several byproducts of the plat- 
ing process were present in 
samples of the sediment from 
around the structure, inside the 
structure and in surface water 
around the structure. 

The concern is that this struc- 
ture will continue to leak conta- 
minants, impacting plant and 
animal life. The structure will be 
emptied, and the contents re- 
moved and disposed of. After 
steam cleaning, the structure 
will also be removed and dis- 
posed of. 

Site 32, located on Magazine 
Point Peninsula, is the site of a 
former wastewater treatment 
plant. Three main structures at 
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Work is now under way by NPWC on the removal action at site 
39, near Oak Grove campground. Workers axe removing the 
top 12 inches of soil and disposing of it properly in a designated 
landfill. After the site is tested and deemed clean, it will be 
backfilled and returned to its natural state. Work will begin 
soon on two other early removal action sites. 

the site, a sedimentation tank, 
sludge drying beds, and a 
chlorine contact chamber, are 
affected by this removal action. 

The system was only de- 
signed for sanitary sewage, but 
industrial wastes from the plat- 
ing operation may have been 
disposed of through this plant. 
Analytical results identified 
concentrations of metals and 
chemicals in the sludge in sam- 
ples taken from the contact 
chamber, the sedimentation 
tank and the drying beds. 

All three structures will be 
emptied. All small or removable 
solid materials will be placed in 
roll on/roll off containers and 
properly disposed of. All mate- 
rials too large to remove, in- 
cluding the tank walls, will be 
steam cleaned to ensure that 
no contamination remains. Any 
wastewater created will be cap- 
tured and placed in proper con- 
tainers for disposal. 

After these tasks have been 
completed, and tests have con- 
firmed contamination removal, 
the final step will be to backfill 
or cap the contaminated struc- 
tures, preventing further ac- 
cess. It is possible that the 
structures themselves wil be 
removed and properly dis- 
posed of. 
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