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Exposure to toxic., 
leads to auestions 
about sdety at NM 

7 

spokeswoman Michele Harrison. 
The workers were digging foun- 

dations for waste treatment filters 
as part of a project to convert the 
treatment facility into a sewage 
treatment lant for the training 
center, whic! is to open next year. 

The Navy stopped the work a day 
later when oficials realized 
ground water was being pumped 
to the wronp place. 
"We didnt  stop because there 

was contamination: said Navy Lt. 
Kelly McCarthy, head of the 
department's environmental divi- 
sion. "We sto ped because we were 
pumping to tR e wrong place." 
Exposure unknown 

The Navy didn't know anyone 
had been exposed to  hazardous 
wastes until three wqeks later, 
when the worker8 complained. 

Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration hazardous chem- 
ical guide. 

Dr. Roger Inmnn, the state toxi- 
cologist. said methylene chloride is 
only dangerous with prolonged 
exposure. He said it is unlikely the' 
workers will suffer health pmb- 
lems later in life. 

"If you get enough of it, it cad 
produco carbon monoxide 
poisonin because it metabolizes 

lnman said from his Tallahassee 
office. T h e  concern they should be- 
asking is what else were they 
exposed to." 

carbon, % ut  that's pretty rare: 

Negative tests 
Norman Peenford, manager of 

Buckeye Excavating Inc. that was 
hired to do the ground work a t  the 
center, said all his workers were 
tested for contnmination rind all 
came up negative. 

Peenford said the firm is makinj? 
sure its workers, most of whom 
from the Pensacola area, wear 
protective gear - gloves, ho ts  
and overalls - before ing into of 

"We're just taking precautions 
with the workers and with 
ourselves," he said. "And as i t  situ 
a t  the moment, there seems to 
no particular reason for any more 
concern than what we have." 

Buckeye, based out of 
Ze hyrhills near Tampa, is a 
sugcontractor for the Bethesda, 
Md.-based George Hyman 
Construction Co. Hyman won the 
contract in February to build the 
training center. 

near the contaminate r areas. 

Delayed testing 
Whitfield, who tested negative 

for methylene chloride, said 
neither Buckeye nor Hyman asked 
for workers to be tested for 
contamination until weeks after 
the incident, "time enough for the 
stun maybe. to m through our . .  - 
system.' 

One of the workers "had on his 
doctor's report, 'toxic ex sure,' ' 
Whitfield said. "But he R",d been 
tested early - something like two 
weeks ago - so it wasn't quite all 
out of his system yet." 

The workers also believe they 
were exposed to far more 
hazardous waste than the N a w  
says and were looking for an 
attorney Wednesday to help them. 
find out what those chemicala. 
might be and how much. 
As proof. Whitman Raid the 

pump used to remove the tainted 
ground water'had chemicals in it 
that was half n pnge long, and it 
wn8 more than just methylene 
chloride." 

All of the five sites located within 
the center are to be cleaned as i t  ib 
built. In three of thoee sites, 
Hyman is to remove tons of mil 

detergenta, aolventa a n  refuse. 
Cleanup of those sitea is expected 
to fost about $3.6 million. 

Hyman hired Riedel Smith En& 
ronmental Technologies of Mobile 
to do the work. That tirm also was 
called in to Rnish the ground wnrk 
stiirted by Buckeye nt the waste- 
water treatment lncility. 

contaminated by oil {rodUets ,  
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