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CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. John Mitchell

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)
Twin Towers Office Building

2600 Blair Stone Road

Tallahassee. FL 32399-2400

Subj: FINAL RECORD OF DECISION FOR OPERABLE UNIT 06, NAVAL AIR
STATION, PENSACOLA, FLORIDA

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

The Navy must express its disappointment with FDEP’s most recent
decision to incorporate institutional controls in the OU 6 Record

of Decision as stated in your E-mail dated 8/7/98.

The E-mail suggested the requirement was a result of your
conversation with Mr. Jim Crane and Mr. Eric Nuzie within your
Department. The rational was to prevent the installation of any
drinking water wells in the area of monitoring well 29GM07 where
a single cyanide exceedance of Florida's Drinking Water Standard
was detected. The Navy has proceeded with the OU 6 documents
based on written comments received and verbal partnering team
agreements. The following is a chronology of pertinent events

regarding OU 6:

1) Final Operable Unit 6 Remedial Investigation Report dated June
30, 97 recommended No Further Action for OU 6 (page 11-5). The

conclusion section noted the cyanide concentration (page 11-3).

FDEP letter dated October 30, 1997 concurred with the Operable
Unit 6 Remedial Investigation Report signed by John Mitchell,
initialed by Jim Crane and Eric Nuzie, sealed by Tim Bahr, P.G.

Institutional controls were not requested.



2) Fact Sheet 11: Sites 9 and 29 (Operable Unit 6) Final Proposed
Plan, dated December 1997 noted the cyanide exceedance (page 3)

and recommended No Further Action (pages 4 and 5).

FDEP letter date January 12, 1998 signed by John Mitchell, and
initialed by Tim Bahr, Jim Crane, and Eric Nuzie concurred with

the proposed plan. Institutional controls were not requested.

Public comment period was held from December 8, 1997 to January

2,1998. No comments were received from the public.

3) Draft Record of Decision for OU 6 submitted December 17, 1998.

Verbal comments from FDEP received during the February 24 and
25,1998 Partnering Team Meeting. All comments were incorporated

into the Final ROD. Institutional controls were not requested.

4) Final Record of Decision for OU 6 submitted June 9, 1998.

Need for Groundwater Institutional Control emailed on August 10,

1998 from John Mitchell.

Sufficient justification has been provided in the OU 6 ROD to
eliminate the groundwater pathway. In addition, the risk
assessment was completed for each individual site which composes
the OU (site 9 and 29). If the sites were combined, 22
groundwater samples were collected and analyzed for cyanide. As
the cyanide detection was in only one well (detected in less than
5% of the samples), the detection would have been eliminated from

the risk assessment in accordance with RAGS.

To be consistent with the NCP and to comply with FDEP’s need for

an institutional control, the Navy will need to reissue the
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proposed plan as this change cannot be reasonably concluded by
the general public from the proposed plan as written. This may
also entail the completion of a feasibility study for this OU.
This late need is not consistent with the Partnering motto of
“Cheaper, Better, Faster”. 1In fact, it is slower, more

expensive, and not necessarily better.

In summary, because sufficient justification for the lack of a
groundwater pathway has been provided in the OU 6 documents, the
Navy, as lead agency, does not agree with the State’s position to
include institutional controls as part of the Record of Decision.
However, the Navy will comply if that is the only way the State
will concur with the ROD. The Navy requests that FDEP submit
their need in writing so the public will have a clear
understanding of why this change in direction is needed for this
OU. If that is not acceptable, the Navy will proceed with the OU
6 ROD as written.

If you have any questions associated with this issue, please

contact me at (843) 820-7324.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. Hill
Remedial Project Manager
Installation Restoration I Branch

Copy to:

US EPA Atlanta (Ms. Gena Townsend)

NAS Pensacola (Mr. Ron Joyner, Code 00512)
EnSafe-Memphis (Ms. Allison D. Haris)
EnSafe-Knoxville (Mr. Brian Caldwell)
Bechtel-0Oak Ridge (Ms. Karen Atchley)
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