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TO: PNS NAS Team

FROM: Lynn Wellman EPA
Ken Seeley USFWS
Tom Dillon NOAA

SUBJECT: Suggested Steps Forward to Complete the Site 41 ERA

DATE: April 30, 2001

1. Background

On April 18, 2001, a site visit was conducted to the Site 41 wetlands at Pensacola Naval
Air Station. Participating were Ron Joyner (PNS NAS), Barbara Albrecht and Phil
Hardy (EnSafe), Lynn Wellman (EPA), Ken Seeley (USFWS/ERT) and Tom Dillon
(NOAA\CPRD). The site visit was conducted to ground-truth speculations and answer
questions that have arisen following publication of the RI report. Items of particular
interest included the qualitative status of wetland habitats, any discreet chemical inputs to
wetlands (e.g., pipes, culverts), the physical nature of certain surface water/sediment
collection locations. The following are general observations and suggested steps forward
to complete the Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) portion of the Site 41 RI.

2. Observations

a. The habitat value of Site 41 wetlands should not be discounted in the RI report.
Observations during the field visit indicate these wetlands support substantial numbers of
diverse macro flora and fauna typical of freshwater and estuarine wetlands of northwest
Florida.

b. During the field visit, drawing showing storm water/sewer pipe locations and drainage
areas were very useful in excluding/including potential contaminant inputs to Site 41
wetlands. These should be included and discussed in the RI report.

c. High surface water concentrations reported in the RI may be driven by high suspended
solids generated by the collection method. Suggest confirmation sampling of surface
water using more quiescent collection methods.

3. Suggested Steps Forward to Complete the ERA

a. EPA provides an example COPC refinement table to the Navy (attached).



b. The Navy refines COPCs for Wetland 64 using the table provided by EPA and
distributes results for review.

c. Ecological risk assessors meet to discuss and agree to final COPCs for Wetland 64.

d. The Navy refines COPCs for all other wetlands using the approach agreed to for
Wetland 64.

e. Ecological risk assessors reconvene to scope additional work if indicated by the
refinement (e.g., collection of prey items to model mercury exposure to higher trophic
level consumers).
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