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SUMMARY

As tasked by USCINCLANT, Atlantic Division, Naval Facilities Engineering Command
developed the Environmental Assessment for Ocean Venture (OV) 93. As an after action report
and for use in subsequent exercises, Environmental Planning personnel examined selected
exercise locations in the Caribbean area between 24-28 May 1993 to catalog post-exercise
environmental concerns/consequences from OV93. Sites examined included Camp Santiago,
Naval Station Roosevelt Roads and Vieques, Puerto Rico.

Information was obtained by interviewing on-station personnel and visually inspecting selected
exercise locations. Photographs and related news articles are attached.



The following site-specific observations are provided:

m nti

Colonel Kercado: Post Commander
SPC Rosaly-Ortiz: Engineering Division ((809) 824-1011)

- Approximately 600 troops conducted a parachute assault and non-combatant
evacuation operations (NEOs). Activity was centered in impact area. Troops bivouacked in
impact area. Some were housed in barracks. Very little activity around airfield.

- Principal concern was with noise complaints, however, did not have a significant
increase in noise complaints over normal tempo. Noise complaints came from around Camp
Santiago and at off-base NEO locations (Fort Buchanan, Cierros Dam, etc.)

- Troops did a good job of cleaning up trash and other waste.

- Civilians in the town of Rio Jueyes became alarmed during parachute assault (they
were unaware of the exercise - some thought the island was being invaded). Consequently, a
statement was issued on local radio (WHOY) to inform civilians that the assault was a training
exercise.

- Overall, very few "environmental" problems.

Vieques
George Armijo: Maintenance Foreman/Supervisor ((809) 741-0356)

- Troops conducted amphibious and air assault on the island. Red and Blue Beach
were used for the amphibious assault and various landing zones were used for air assault.
Troops bivouacked at various locations throughout the Eastern Maneuver Area.

- Wash rack was built at the intersection of Red Beach and Cerro Matias road.
Approximately 1-2 acres cleared. Most of the area was left as exposed soil. Severe problems
with soil erosion and ponding (poor drainage - numerous low spots). Culvert placed along Red
Beach Road to allow access to the wash rack was almost completely blocked by eroded soil.

- Water for wash rack operation was obtained through reverse-osmosis.
- Waste water channeled to existing waste water lagoons.

- Excessive solid wastes (trash) was left behind by participating troops. Concertina
wire/razor tape noted at numerous locations.

- Turtle eggs were unearthed on Red Beach after D-Day. George Armijo notified the
Puerto Rico Department of Natural Resources (DNR). No physical damage noted to Red Beach.

- No physical damage noted to Blue Beach, however, scattered pieces of matting were
left behind on the beach.

- Numerous noise complaints by civilians on Vieques. Participating aircraft
supposedly flew "very low" over the civilian sector of the island.



Nava] Station Roosevelt Roads
LT Sharon Perkins: Director, Environmental Engineering Division ((809) 865-4429/4488)
Senior Chief Blankenship: Environmental Engineering Division

Winston Martinez: Natural Resources Branch Manager
LT Beth Jones: COMFAIRCARIB Public Affairs ((809) 865-4409)

- Performed MPF offloading operations in the harbor and conducted an air assault on
the airfield. Bivouacked around.the airfield and at various locations throughout the base.

- Had a 425 gallon fuel spill in the harbor from a tanker not involved in the exercise.
Entire spill was cleaned up using skimmers and other clean-up equipment.

- Parts of the running track were damaged by vehicles during staging/bivouacking
operations.

- Troops did a good job of cleaning up trash and other waste. Adequate number of
dumpsters and Port-a-Johns.

- Three fuel containment berms were constructed around the airfield.

- Personnel from the Environmental Engineering Division inspected some troop
concentration sites prior to troop departure. They inspected sites for general cleanliness and
hazardous wastes. Environmental Assessment for next exercise should state that individual units
will be inspected by the Environmental Engineering Division prior to troop departure to ensure
proper clean-up and hazardous waste labeling and storage.

- Not all generators and other machinery had adequate fuel spill prevention/clean-up
equipment.

- No "environmental" problems with refueling operations. All hose connections had
absorbant matting and fuel berms were properly lined.

- Didn't have a central collection point for hazardous wastes (for Roosevelt Roads as a
whole). However, individual units did. Not all units had designated a central point of contact
for environmental matters. Environmental Engineering Division personnel would like to see
individual units designate someone to handle all environmental issues including wastes (solid,
water, and hazardous). The name of this individual would be provided to the Environmental
Engineering Division prior to the exercise.

- Some vehicles were washed at non-approved sites (i.e. the airfield). All vehicles
should have been washed at the wash racks located near the harbor.

- LT Beth Jones indicated that exercise aircraft flew over San Juan at low altitudes
which led to numerous noise complaints. -

- Public Works personnel recommend implementing a recycling program for the next
exercise. Aluminum, plastics, glass and paper could be recycled. Collecting and disposing of
recycled material would be the responsibility of exercise participants.
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Wash Rack
Vieques

Soil Erosion/Partially-Blocked Culvert at Wash Rack Site
: Vieques




Soil Erosion and Ponding at Wash Rack Site
Vieques

Solid Waste (Razor Tape)
; Vieques




Solid Waste (Matting) at Blue Beach
Vieques

Damage to Running Track
* NAVSTA Roosevelt Roads




Port-a-Johns at Bivouac Location
NAVSTA Roosevelt Roads

Dumpsters at Bivouac Location
‘NAVSTA Roosevelt Roads




Fuel Containment Berms
NAVSTA Roosevelt Roads
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Fighter planes
buzz Viegques in
military exercises

Vieques residents Mon-
day complained about the
noise made by fighter
planes buzzing over their
small island municipality
east of Puerto Rico.

“The planes fly at 2,000
feet in altitude and some-
times have hroken the
sound barrier,” the Nation-
al Ecumenical Movement

' of Puerto Rico alleged,

. adding that it has received
numerous complaints from

- Vieques residents about

_ the “uproar” made by a
squadron of fighter planes.

Residents of Hato Rey
" in Puerto Rico also com-
plained about a fighter
. plane that apparently
broke the sound barrier at
" 5:30 a.m. Monday.

Shortly after the inci-
dent, residents saw a
squadron of planes flying

. _over San Juan. -

The Puerto Rico Air Na-
ticnal Guard said the noise
was made by F-18 planes
participating in Ocean
Venture 93, the military
exercises conducted by the
U.S. armed forces with
military personnel of other
cour‘ries through the Ca-
ribszan region.
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NCISY AIRFLANES ARE NOT ' .X0" THEE NAT.ORNAL GUARD

The Puerto Rico National Guard said that the combat airplanes
that flew over San Juan early Monday causing great noise, are from .
the Naval forces that are participating in the Military maneuve:a?ﬁE5

"Ocean Venture 93." This release was made in response to théEfSH
complaints of Hato Rey residents, who spoke directly to the Puertotfu.:
Rico National Guard and those issued in the area. '

The Puerto Rico National Guard wishes to dispell any doubt in
their involvement, with the military airplanes that flew over at
low levels and could be felt in certain parts of the Island," the
military spokesman told the Press. Said airplanes form part of the
aerial exercises that are being held by the U.S. Atlantic Fleet in
the maneuvers of Ocean Venture 93, he said.

The helicopters and airplanes of the Puerto Rico Land and Air
National Guard do not form part of these aerial exercises, he said.
Lieutenant Colonel Wilson Torres explained to the Associated Press
that the roars were heard between 5:30 and 6:00 AM and were
possibly caused by F-18 airplanes flying at low levels over the
Island. It was said that bad weather could have forced the pilots
to fly at such a low altitude.

The flight practices of the Puerto Rico National Guard usually
are held at levels higher and farther away from populated areas on
the Island, in order to avoid the noise pollution that these planes
have caused, confirmed Torres in a telephone interview.

(

-end-




El ‘bombazo’
de cada dia...

Por INGRID ORTEGA BORGES
De El Nuevo Dia

VIEQUES - tas practicas militares comienzan a las
5 30 de Ly manana, taparz se altera con el estivendo gue
provocan los aviones de combate que sobievuelan a baja
aliura. Y asi empieza el dia.

El ensordecedor ruido de los caionazos no interrumpe
la rutina diaria del viequense. Al son de las detonaciones,
se desayunan, los ninos van camino a la escuela, el cura
sigue dndo su misa, y los pescadores salen a alta mar.

Y es que “los bombarzos”, como los mismos vie-
quenses le dicen a las maniobras de la Matina, ya se han
convertido en parte de lo que es esta Isla Municipio.

La alcaldesa Manueta Santiago dijo que en ocasiones
ha tenido que llamar a la Marina para que cese o disminu-
ya sus entrenamientos militares. "Ahora hay unas manio-
bras intensas y fos tidos son atropellantes. He fliimado a
la base y ellos obedecen’, manilestd la incumbente del
Partido Nuevo Piogresista (PNP).

“Ya estamos acostumbrados. No nos espantamos.
Los bombazos ya ni los sentipos™, conto a este diario el
choter de cairo publico, C%cilio Camacho. "'La isla
tembla a cada rato y las casas se agrietan. No vemos la
hota de que de una vez se acaben’.

f'ero parece que a lo que no se acostumbran los
hatntinites de estaista es a fas calles estrechas, la limita-
da ttansportacion con la Ista Grande, |a escasa densidad
poblaciondl, la supuesta contaminacion ambiental, la ele-
vada tasa de desempleo y a los limites territoriales y
marinos, todo lo cual le achacan a ta presencia de la
Marina desde 1940. °

YO CRUZO los limites que ellos ponen en el mar
(marcados con unas banderas tofas) porque mi familia
tiene que camer. Hay que pescar. Precisamente aqul (los
mares de enlienamiento mifitar) es donde mas peces
hay”', manifesté Tonin Medina, lider de la organizacion
Pescadores Unidos del Norte de Vieques, acliva durante
el 1970 al 79.

o P

Y agregd: “‘No me importa lo que me encuentre en el
camino”, destacando sus constantes confrontaclones
con las naves y aviones de la Marina.

La mayoria de los habitantes de Vieques entrevistados
por El Nuevo Dia denunciaron no estar de acuerdo con la
presencia militar. “'La Marina ha creado el problema aqui.
No permite el progreso. Yo sé que a los americanos que
estén aqui les gusta que la Marina esté, porque las

El Nuevo CiajJoso I. Femandez

Un navio de Ia Armada de
Guerra de los Estados Uni
dos surca aquny viequensrs
durante los simulacros bt
cos.

Vel £y

playas estan vaclas. Solo para ellos”, dijo Heten Dans
radicada en Vieques hace dos ancs.

No vbstante, el presidente de La Liga de [a Maring en
Vieques™, Ted Wells, defendio enfaticamentn el que 'a
Marina esté localizada aqui. “Esto (Vieques) es vital pa-a
los Estados Unidos™, dijo, al tiempo que subrayd que
"eso de que la Marina haya robado tierras es falso
Vieques seguird siendo lo que es, con o sin Marina
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'l Nuevo Herald Newspaper,
Miaml Herald Supplement
Monday, May 17, 1993

by Ivan Roman

Translated by JC3 Tim Birchard

Viegues On A War Footing
Island Municipality Asks for the Closure of U.S. Base

VIEQUES, PUERTO RICO--The thundering noise of a jet that
passes over at 5:30 a.m. wakes up Gloria Maria Ramos with a start.

Without even recovering from the blast, Ramos runs to quiet
her three-year-old daughter, Mariseli, who cries and trembles as a
consequence of the thundering noise.

Maria Velazquez, who lives on a nearby hill, said that the jet
passed so low that the flames from the jet engines could be seen.

Her goats run around in circles. A neighbor’s horse panicked
and ran away, and hasn’t been seen since.

The noise of the bombs that is heard these days comes from the
other side of the island municipality, part of the gigantic
military maneuver "Ocean Venture," 1is as much a part of the
countryside as the sound of the crickets.

"I am sure that they, in their helicopters and in their
airplanes, have ear protection," said Ramos, 32 years old.

"The day before yesterday a helicopter passed over Villa
Boringquen, where I live, carrying two Jjeeps that hung from the
helicopter. What if one of the jeeps fell? What they have done
here is an injustice. We don’t deserve this."

For Ramos, born and raised in this municipality of 8,000
people, Ocean Venture is the most recent insult and abuse from the
U.S. Navy, which has occupied more than 2/3 of the island since
1941.

For decades, the Navy in Vieques has been the object of
protests of fishermen who say that the bombings destroy their
industry, ecologists who complain of environmental damage, those
who resent that they have expropriated these lands from their
fathers and grandZathers, or of pro-independence supporters, who
see the presence of the Navy as the crudest symbol of imperialist
aggression and of U.S. colonialism.

But they haven‘t been riding in boats to throw stones at the
war ships anymore like they did toward the end of the 1970’s. The
prayer services for peace on beaches situated on military lands are
things of the pas%.

Now they use another strategy. A delegation of the new
Committee for the Relief and Development of Vieques will go to
Washington today <o tell President Bill Clinton and the government
that if they close the Navy installations on Vieques, they will
save $4.7 million dollars yearly. If they Vieques recuperates the
22,000 acres that the base occupies and Veigues uses it for the
develpment of tocurism, agriculture, and other industries, the
Committee assures that the municipality would leave behind the
present economic =sfagnancy that it presently has.



They ate geing to the U.S. capital armed with the support of
the Mayoress of Viegues, Manuela Santiago; of the Municipal
Ascsembly of Vieques; of some legislators in San Juan of all
political parties that believe in driving home a resolution of such
effect; and of the Governor, Pedro Rossello, who looks for the
statehood for Puerteo Rico.

"We are in a time of peace," explained Roberto Rabin, director
of the Historical Archive of Vieques, and one of the spokesmen of
the committee. "They always justify their presence with communism
and with Cuba. We believe that this situation offers new
opportunities for both parties.™

But Vieques, which 1s part of the Naval Station Roosevelt
Roads, located on the eastern coast of the island of Puerto Rico,
is in a perfect place for the particular training held by the Navy.
Some 20,500 people are participating in the Ocean Venture exercise,
among them being personnel from the Navy, the Marines, the Army,
the Ailr Force, and Marines from the United Kingdom, France, and the
Netherlands. By means of aerial attacks, attacks from the sea sand
amphibious attacks, they simulate  mock invasiouns of an island
taken by the force of the nation.

Admiral LaFayette Ferguson Norton, Commander Fleet Air,
Caribbean, with jurisdiction over Roosevelt Roads and naval
installations in the Panama Canal, Panama; Santa Cruz, Antigua;
and Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, said that the strategy of the new
committee pleases him. But he doubts that it will be agreed to
close one of the most important training locations for the U.S.
Atlantic Forces.

"I don’'t see any change in our viewpoint that we will not
leave these lands," said Norton. "I don’t believe that that their
petition will be taken seriously."

The Navy paid $35 million in 1941 for the 2/3 of Vieques and
part of the island municipality of Culebra, on the southeast and
the east of Puerto Rico, respectively, and 11,000 acres in Ceiba,
on the eastern coast of Puerto Rico.

When President Franklin Delano Roosevelt saw that the three
points formed a perfect oceanic traingle in the northeastern corner
of the Caribbean, he ordered that a naval base be established here,
and now it carries his name: Roosevelt Roads.

In Vieques munitions are stored between acres of rich tropical
vegetation in the west, and in the east Camp Garcia serves as a
wall of contention between the civil population and a square mile
near the eastern point where all of the bombs go in massive
operations 1like Ocean Venture, as well as in more «routine
maneuvers.

"If we consider that the Navy is legally the owner of th
property and makes legitimate use of it, I feel content with ou
presence hers," said Norton.

But Carmelo Felix Matta does not see it this way.

The 55 year-old Air Force veteran remembers with bitterness
how, with orly 10 days notice, his parents and grandparents were
evicted from the land on the western end of the island.



since the 1900'=s, Fel:x and others have been :invading Navy

lands. Here they {ounded the neighborhoods of Villa Boringuen, the
Roston Braves, and more recently, Monte Carmelo, “"Land oif the
Valiant", the place that Felix named after himseli.

ille established his home here, and raised the Puerto Rican
flag. Later he began to call others who built their houses 1in the
same area. The Navy intended to evict them in 1989, but upon
seeing the support that the Viequenses received from the public,
being seen as the small "David" fighting against the Naval
"Goliath", the Nawvy decided to leave them alone.

Now there live some 170 families in Monte Carmelo that are
already here, or are building homes here, and another 111 are on
the waiting 1list. Felix and Velazquez, his wife, graciously
distribute sections of 75 by 150 feet that join with 20 streets,
which are planned and paid for by the residents.

They don’t have electricity or telephone, but they say that
here they don’t need those things. The Navy 1is constructing a
fence that is miles and miles long in order to prevent future
invasions of land.

"Their lack of respect for us is what has caused our lack of
respect for them," sailid Felix, who has a son in the Army. "I hope
to establish 2,000 families here. We are not anti-American, but
what is bad, is kad."

The worst part is that the population is trapped in the center
of the island, and that the Navy prohibits the construction of
office buildings of more thatn three stories tall on the island,
strangling any significant tourism industry, and that they have the
best beaches.

"The bullets sometimes fall in the ocean and camage the coral
reefs, destroy our fishing traps, or if not, kill fish in the
nearby fish traps," said Tonin Medina, president of the Vieques
Fishing Association. "The explosion seems to tear apart the spines
and the dorsal fins of the fish and they become soft."

There are those who paint "Get the Navy out of Viegues" on the
highway asphalt near the airport, those who blame the economic
stagnation that provokes 50 percent of the unemployment and a
massive emigration of the young in search of education or work.

Even the pacifists dont like to have as neighbors a place
where the military trains people like those who invaded Granada,
Panama, Guatemala, Santo Domingo, Chile, and Vietnam. In the past,
housewives have been alarmed to find that their drinking water was
contaminated with particles of explosives.

"In other places, the Navy helps the people, and right here
the people are in need," explained 26 year-old Froilo Santos. "Why
can’t they help us here?"

And also they are blamed. for the dead: Pepe Christian, a
Vieguense who died at the hands of eight Marines in 1953, and more
recently, the death of =z Puerto Rico socialist activist in a

Tallahassee jail.



Angel Rodriguen Cristobal was one of 21 arrested during a
church service on a beach situated on military lands in 1979,
Rodriguez, a member of the Socialist League, and lsmael Guadalupe,
a Viequense who then formed part of the Central Assembly of the
Puerto Rican Socialist Party, failed to pay fines and recognize
United States jurisdiction. He received the maximum sentences for
levelling private property: six months in prison.

One day they found Rodriguez Cristobal hanging in his prison

cell in Tallahassee. When his body was taken to Puerto Rico, it
was determined that he had been attacked and beaten.
In response, the "Trailblazers" (Macheteros) a group

classified by federal aughorities as terrorists, ambushed and shot
an omni-bus where unarmed Marines in Sabana Seca were traveling.
The driver was killed and others were injured.

The protests were calmed a bit after 1983, when the Navy came
to an agreement with the ex-Governor Carlos Romero Barcelo, who had
demanded that the Navy had damaged the environment. But recently
he has returned to catch the resurging force of the accusations
that the Navy has not been complying with this agreement.

"With these latest developments taking place, there is no
reason to maintain a population emprisoned for 50 years," said

Guadalupe. "And don’t you doubt for a moment that this is a
prison."

Guadalupe and Rabin deny criticism that this movement and the
past activism were "& den of communists." The new committee

integrates people of all political and religious affiliations.
More than 120 pecple attended a past general assembly of the
committee, and in the first two weeks of their existence in March,
they obtained 1000 signatures for the expulsion of the Navy from
Vieques.

In Washington, they have appointments with Romero Barcelo, who
refused to take a stance yet over the measure of the Committee
before the three Puerto Rican Congressmen, with Representatives
from the Department of Defense and with the commission that
analyzes the closure of military bases.

"We are going in the hopes that they will hear us," said
Guadalupe, Drama teacher in the school of Vieques. "We have allies
there, and we have our fingers crossed."

But Norton says that he is sure that it is a minority who do
not see how the Navy helps the people of Vieques and the country to
preserve the American Democratic values.

They send a dozen medical personnel to the municipal hospital
each three months in order to give medical examinations to the
children and elderly, they donate to the municipality equipment and
furniture that have been discarded, they help to construct roads
and buildings, and they pay for_a truck to carry trash to a dump.

Norton denied emphatically the accusations over the
destruction of the environment. The majority of the land is out of
reach and well protected thanks %o the federal government, he said.

And they wcrk tenaciously, alone or with other government
agencies, to protect and assure the reproduction of the 15
endangered species that are on their 1land, such as the brown
pelican, the sea turtle, and 34 types of mangroves.
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Isla municipio
pide cierre de
base de EU

Por IVAN ROMAN
Re\dactor de El Nuevo Herald

Vieques, Puerto Rico — El
estruendo del jer que paso a las
5:30 a.m. despertd a Gloria
Maria Ramos con un sobresalto.

Sin siquiera recuperarse del
susto, Ramos corrid a tranquili-
zar a su hijita de 3 ahos, Mariseli,
que lloraba y temblaba a conse-
cuencia del inesperado ruido.

Maria Veldzquez, que vive en
una loma cercana, dijo que el jer
pasd tan bajito que habia visto

. las llamas que salian del motor.

- .-Sus cabras corrian en circulos.
El caballo de un vecino huyo
espantado y no se le ha visto mas.

oye en estos dias desde otra 4rea

"~ gigantesca maniobra militar

“ Ocean Venture, es tan parte del
paisaje como el ruido de los gri-
los.

“Estoy segura que ellos en sus

helicopteros y en sus aviones, tie-
nen tapa-oidos”, exclamd
F2:Ramos, de 32 afios de edad.
tstidnrier un helicdptero pasé
t">¢obre Villa Borinquen, donde vo
P SXivo, cargando dos jeeps que le
colgaban. ;Y si se cae un jeep de
esos? Lo que hacen aqui es
injusto. Nosotros no nos merece-
mos esto”. .

Para Ramos, nacida y criada
en este municipio de 8,000 perso-
nas, Ocean Venture es el insulto
y el abuso mads reciente de la
Marina de Estados Unidos, la
cual ocupa mds de dos terceras
partes de la isla desde 1941.

Por décadas, la Marina en Vie-
ques ha sido objeto de protestas
de pescadores que dicen que los
bombardeos destruyen su indus-
tria, ecéiogos que se quejan de

VEA PUERTORICO, 5A

Vieques en pie de

. El ruido de la metralla que se k

. de esta isla municipio, parte dela ‘-

MAURICIO PASCUAL / Especial para E! Nuevo Herald
El lider viequense Carmelo Félix y su esposa Maria Veldzquez, frente a su
casa, sobre la que ondea 1a bandera puertorriquena.
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Vieques busca solucion a su
disputa con la Marina de EU

PUERTORICO, DE1A

los danos al ambiente, aquellos.
que resienten que havan expro-
piado es50s terrenos a sus padres y
abuelos, o de independentistas
que ven la presencia de la Manna
como el simbolo mas crudo de
16n impenalista y de colo-
nialismo estadounidense.

Pero va no se montan en lan-
chitas para lanzar piedras a los
buques de guerra como hicieron
a finales de la década de 1970.
Los servicios ecuménicos por la
paz en playas situadas en terre-
nos militares son cosas del

pasado. ‘
Ahora usan otra estrategia.
Una delegacion del nuevo

Comité Pro Rescate y Desarrollo
de Vieques ird a Washington hoy
para plantear al gobierno del pre-
sidente Bill Clinton que st cierra
las instalaciones de la Marina en
Vieques, ahorraria $4.7 millones
al afo. Si se recuperan los 22,000
acres que ocupa la base y se¢ usan
en desarroliar el turismo, la agri-
cultura y otras industrias, el
Comité asegura que el municipio
saldria del estancamiento econd-
micd en que se encuentra. .
Yan a la capital estadouni-
dense armados con el apoyo de la
alcaldesa de Vieques, Manuela
Santiago; de la asamblea munici-
pal de Vieques, de algunos legis-
ladores en San Juan de todos los

mpulsar una resolucion a tales

. partidos politicos que piensan
/m
; ] “t=fectos; y del gobernador, Pedro

Vew

ossellé quien busca la estadi-
dad para Puerto Rico.

*Estamos en tiempo de paz”,
explicé Roberto Rabin, director
del Archivo Histérico de Vieques
y uno de los portavoces del
comité. “Siempre justificaban su
presencia con el comunismo ¥
con Cuba. Esperamos que esia
coyuntura nueva ofrezca nuevas
oportunidades para ambos".

Pero Vieques, que es parte de
Ia Base Naval Roosevelt Roads,
localizada en la costa este de la
isla de Puerto Rico, es un lugar
perfccto para los distintos entre-
namientos de la Manna. En ¢l
ejercicio Ocean Venture partici-
pan 20,500 personas, cntre lzs
cuales hay personal de la Marng,
Infanteria de Manina, ¢l Ejéreio,

gt

Félix: no se va.

la Fuerza Aérea, e infantes de
marina de Gran Bretaia, Francia
y Holanda. Mediante ataques
aéreos, ataques desde el mar y
ataques anfibios pretenden simu-
lar la invasion de unaisla tomada

por un golpe de estado. .
. El almirante Lafayette Fergu-"

son Norton, comandante de Fleet
Alr Caﬁbbean, con jurisdiccion
sobre Roosevelt Roads e instala-

ciones navales en el Canal de-
Panamd, Santa Cruz, Antigua, y -

la Bahia de Guantinamo en
Cuba, dijo que le agrada la estra-
tegia del nuevo comité. Pero
duda que consigan el cierre de
uno de los lugares de entrena-
miento mas importantes para las
fuerzas estadounidenses en el
Atlantico.

“No veo ningin cambio en
nuestros criterios que nos haga
siquiera considerar dejar ese
terreno”, afirmé Norton. ““No
CTeo que su peticion serd recibida
con seriedad™.

La Manna pagé $35 millones
en 1941 por las dos terceras par-
tes de Vieques y parte de la 1sla
municipio de Culebra, al sudeste
y al este de Puerto Rico, respecti-
vamente, y 11,000 acres en
Ceiba, en la cos:a oriental de
Puerto Rico.

Cuando el presidente Franklin
Delano Roosevelt vio cémo los
tres puntos formaban un tridn-
gulo ocednico perfecto en la
esquira nordesie del Caribe,
order.o que s¢ citableciera alli
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una base naval que ahora lleva su
nombre: Roosevelt Roads.

En Vieques se almacenan
municiones entre acres de rica
vegetacion tropical en el oeste, y
en el este el Campamento Garcia
sirve de muro de contencion
entre la poblacién civil y una
milla cuadrada cerca de la punta
orniental a donde van todas las
bombas en operaciones masivas
como Ocean Venture, y también
en las maniobras mds rutinarias.

“Si  consideramos que la
Marina es dueha de la propiedad
legalmente y hace uso legitimo de
ella, me siento cdmodo con nues-
tra presencia alli”, dijo Norton.

Pero Carmelo Félix. Matta no
lo ve asi.

El veterano de la Fuerza Aérea,
de 55 afios de edad, recuerda con
amargura como, con solo 10 dias
de aviso, a sus padres y abuelos
les expropiaron terrenos en una
zona del oeste de la isla.

Por lo que desde la década de
1960, Félix y otros fueron inva-
diendo terrenos de la Marina. Asi

. comenzaron los. barrios Villa

Borinquen, los Bravos de Boston,
y mas recientemente la loma lla-
madz Monte Carmelo, “tierra de
valientes”, lugar al que Félix dio
nombre.

El planté su casa alli y des-
plegd una bandera puertorri-
quena, Luego comenzaron a lle-
gar otros que también levantaron
sus casas en e} lugar. La Marina
intenté desahuciarlos en 1989,
pero al ver el apoyo que recibian
del publico, que los vefan como
pequeiios David luchando contra
el Goliat naval, decidieron dejar-
los tranquilos.

Ahora en Monte Carmelo
viven 170 familias que ya estin
alli o estdn construyendo casa, y
otros 111 estdn en lista de espera.
Félix y Veldzquez, su esposa,
reparten gratuitamente solares de
75 por 150 pies que colindan con
las 20 calles que los mismos resi-
dentes planifican y pagan por
construir,

No tienen electricidad ni telé-
fono, pero dicen que de alli nolos
saca nadie. La Marina est4 levan-
tando una cerca de millas vy
millas de largo para evitar més
invasioncs en el futuro.

*La falta de ellos respetarnos a
nosotros ¢s 1o que nos ha ense-
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flado que no hay que respetarlos
a ellos”, expresé Félix, quien
tiene un hijo en el Ejército. Yo
espero meter 2,000 familias aqui.
No somos antiamericanos, pero
lo que estd mal, estd mal”.

Lo que estd mal para muchos
es que la poblacion esté atrapada
en el centro de la isla, que la
Marina prohiba que se constru-
yan edificios de maés de tres pisos
en la isla, estrangulando asi cual-
quier industria turistica signifi-
cativa, y que tengan las mejores
playas.

*Las balas a veces caen en el
mar y dafian arrecifes, rompen
nuestras nasas, o si no, matan
peces en las nasas cercanas’,
afirmé Tonin Medina, presi-
dente de la Asociacidén de Pesca-
dores de Vieques. “'La explosién
parece que les despega las espinas
de la espina dorsal y los dejan
blanditos”.

Los que pintan “Fuera la
Marina de Viequss™ en el asfalto
de la carretera hacia el aero-
puerto, los culpan por el estanca-
miento econdmizo que provoca
50 por ciento de desempleoy una
emigracion masiva de la juven-
tud en busca de educacion o tra-
bajo.

A los pacifisias tampoco les
gusta tener cormo vecino un Jugar
donde se entrenaron militares
que luego invadieron Grenada,
Panama, Guz:emala, Santo
Domingo, Chile, y Vietnam. En
¢l pasado, las amas de casa se han
alarmadn al ver sue el agua nota-

MAURICIO PASCUAL / Especial para El Nuevo Herzld
La bandera puertorriqueiia ondea ante un primer plano de la isla municipio de Vieques. Al fondo, se
observa el Canal de Vieques, que separa la pequeiia isla de la Isla Grande, Puerto Rico.

por dafios al ambiente. Pero
recientemente volvid a coger
fuerza al surgir acusaciones de
que la Marina no ha cumphdo
con ese acuerdo.

“Con la nueva coyuntura, no
hay razén por mantener una
poblacién aprisionada por 50
afios”; dijo Guadalupe. Y no
dudes que esto es una prision™.

Guadalupe y Rabin rechazan
criticas de que este movimientoy
el activismo pasado fue *‘un nido
de comunistas”, El nuevo comité
lo integran personas de todas las
afiliaciones politicas y religiosas.
Mads de 120 personas asistieron a
la pasada asamblea general del
comité, y en las dos primeras
semanas de su existencia en
marzo, se recogieron 1.000 fir-
mas para solicitar la expulsion de
la Marina de Vieques.

En Washington, tienen citas
con Romero Barceld, quien

rehusd tomar una decision en.

estos dias sobre la gestion del
Corrité ante los tres congresistas
puertorriquefios, con represen-
tantes del Departamento de
Defensa y con la comisién que
analiza los cierres de bases mili-
tares.

*Nosotros vamos esperanza-
dos de que por lo menos se nos
oiga”, afirmd Guadalupe, maes-
tro de arte dramaitico en las

- escuelas de Vieques. “Tenemos

aliados alld, asi que tenemos los
dedos bien cruzados™.

Pero Norton dice que esta
sezurd de que ¢s una minona los

Y trabajan tenazmente, solos o
con otras agencias gubermnamen-
tales, para proteger y asegurar la
reproduccién de las 15 especies
en peligro de extincidén que hay
en sus tierras, como el pelicano
marron, la tortuga marina, y 34
bosqucs de manglares. -

*La gente se cree que esto aqu!
estd lleno de crateres™, dijo el
teniente Rolando Diaz, oficial
encargado de la torre de control
que coordina las maniobras ¥
vela que se sigan las medidas de
seguridad. *“Solo usamos unz
milla cuadrada. Todo lo demé:
esta verde. Nunca nos olvidamos
de la seguridad y cooperamocs
con los pescadores para darles
tiempo para pescar”,

Hay muchas razones, incluidz
la falta de transportacién ade-
cuada, por el fracaso de indus-
tias que han intentando traer :
Vieques, sostuvo Norton, Ade-
lanté que la Marnina tiene varios
proyectos planificados para e!
proximo afio que traerdn ma:
empleos a la isla.

*Creo que somos buenos veci-
nos para ellos”, afirmod Norton
“Hacemos lo que podemos po:
ellos™. ]

Eso no convence a Pablo Her
nandez. Cuando tenia 12 afios, I
dieron $25 a su padre y en siett
dias la familia de seis tuvo qu:
abandonar su casa y las dos cuer
das y media de terreno en qu:
criaban ompartian con cerdos :
cultivaban  vyautia (malanga
blanca y amznlla.
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A los pacifistas tampoco les
gusia {ener COomo vedino un lUL."H
donde se cntrenaron militares
que luego invadieron Grenada,
Panama, Guatemala, Santo
Domingo. Chile, v Victnam. En
¢l pasado, las amas de casa se han
alarmado al ver que ¢l agua pota-
ble contenia polvo de explosivos.

“En otros sit10s ellos ayudan, v
asi la gente los quiere”, explico
Froilo Santos, de 26 anos. **; Por
que aqui no lo pueden hacer™™.

Y también los culpan de muer-
tes: Pepe Chnistian, un viequense
que murid a manos de ocho
marines en 1953 y, mas reciente-
mente, la muerte de un activista
socialista de Puerto Rico en una
carcel en Tallahassee.

Angel Rodriguez Cristdbal fue
uno de 21 arrestados durante un
servicio ecuménico en una playa
situada en terrenos militares en
1979. Rodriguez, miembro de la
Liga Socialista, ¢ Ismael Guada-
lupe, viequense que en ese enton-
ces formaba parte de la Junta
Central del Partido Socialista
Puertorriquefio, se negaron a
pagar multas y reconocer la juris-
diccidn estadounidense. Recibie-
ron las sentencias,méximas por
allanar propledad pnvada' sels
meses en prision. o

Un dia encontraron_a Rodri-
guez Cristébal ahorcado en su
celda en la prisién déyTallahas-
see. Cuando trasladarofi el cadi-
ver a Puerto Rico, se oomprobé
que habia sido golpead@y ..

En respuesta, Los Mac ei.cros,
grupo que las autoridades fed‘;ra
les califican como te
emboscaron y balearon un 6mm-
bus donde viajaban marines§ des-";

armados en Sabana Seca. El cho-

- escuclas de Vicgues.

rista, -
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TRONOITON  Vames esperanse-
Jos oy JUC POT 0 MChos se Do
orga”. abrmo Guadatupe, maes-
tro Jd¢ ance dramatico enoas
“Tenemos
ahiados alld, asi que tenemos los
dedos bien cruzados™.

Pero Norton dice que csta
seguro de que ¢s una minoria los
que no ven como la Manna
avuda a la gente de Vieques v al
pais a preservar los valores
democraticos estadounidenses.

Envian una docena de medicos
al hospital municipal cada tres
meses para hacer examenes a 10s
nifios y ancianos, donan al muni-
cipio equipos y muebles que des-
echan, avudan a construir carre-
teras y edificios, y prestan un
camidn para llevar la basura al
vertedero.

Norton rechaza enérgicamente
las acusaciones sobre la destruc-
cién del ambiente. La mavoria
del terreno estd sin tocar y bien
cuidado gracias al gobierno fede-
ral, dijo.

Lo ne comvence o Pahio He
nandeys Cuandoe temia 12 anos. Iz
Jicron §$298 ¢ su padre v en Siete
dias o famii ae sers tuvo que
abandonar su casa v las dos cuer-
das v meda de terreno cn que
criaban ompariian con cerdos y
cultzvaban vautia (malanga)
blanca y amanlla.

‘Por varnas semanas estuvicron
viviendo en una casucha impro-
visada en un canaveral.

“El vicjo decia que cuando se

acabara la guerra \ol\cn'amos
otra vez a coger mejores tierras”
dijo  Hecrnandez, quien aun
recuerda las tres picadas de ala-
cran en el abdomen la barriga
que sufrid esa primera noche que
tuvieron que dormir casi a la
Intemperie.

“El viejo y 1a vieja se murieron
con esa esperanza”, afiadio el
pensionado de 66 afos, quien
por muchos afios tuvo que ir a
trabajar a Santa Cruz por la falta
del mismo en Vieques. “Ahora
yo quiero volver™,

fer murid y varios resultaron.;
heridos. :v’g’s’,‘;
Las protestas se calmaron un;-
poco después de 1983, cuando 1&,, :
na llegd a un acuerdo con el MAURICIO PASCUAL / Especial para El Nuevo Herald
—nador Carlos Romero - Un soldado se desplaza por terrenos del Campamento Garciaenla

gerej’\que la habia demandado ** 131; mumciplo de Vieques.
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Tremendo susto

Fuerzas militares combinadas de cuatro
paises, actuando como anfitrién Estados Uni-
dos, vienen llevando a cabo ejercicios conoci-
dos como ‘Ocean Venture’ en esta parte del Ca-
ribe, con un monumental despliegue de 12 bar-
cos de guerra, mas de 20 mil tropas y numero-
sos aviones ‘jet’ de combate y helicépteros.

" La varias veces anunciada operaciéon con-

junta de Estados Unidos, Gran Bretafia, Fran--

cia y Holanda, ha despertado, sin embargo, la

acestumbrada cadena de protestas en la isla- .

municipio de Vieques, cuyos res1dentes nunca

. han visto con buenos ojos este tipo de eJerc1--'

cios militares, invocando razones tales como
dafios al ambiente y el desasosiego inevitable

que causa en la ‘poblacion los bombardeos y

desembarcos de ‘embuste’ con los que los sol-
n - e
-dados se adiestran para cuando sean reales.

Pero los sustos no se limitan a Vieques. El
lunes medio Santurce y gran parte de Hato
Rey se estremecié con el ruido atronador de
aviones ‘jets’ volando a baja altura, que daban

" la impresién de un inminente bombardeo o de
que. un avion comercial estaba a. punto de
estrellarse contra los edificios. '

Ante las protestas de numerosas personas,
la Guardia Nacional se apresurd a aclarar que
tales aviones no pertenecian a esa rama de la
milicia y si formaban parte de los eJerc1c1os
‘Ocean Venture A N

Entre las estrabeglas ‘de simular estados de
guerra, ;estaria contemplado un simulacro de
bombardeo por sorpresa a San Juan que casi
cred panico entre la poblacion? Subitamente,
nos parecié comprender.mejor a los viequenses
y hasta nos los figuramos como diciendo: ‘.En-
tienden ahora por qué protestamos?’
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4 NATIONS AND 20,500 TROOPS
IN GIGANTEC NAVAL EXERCISE

THE ARMED rORCES OF THE UNITED STATES, TOGETHER WITH ITS
COUNTERPARTS OF GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE AND HOLAND,
PARTICIPATE THIS WEEK IN VAST AND COMPLICATED EXERCISES IN
VIEQUES' WATERS THAT, IN ADDITION TO COMPOSING A FLEET OF 12
SHIPS (LED BY THE USS WHITNEY, SHOWN HERE BELOW), WILL
DEPLOY 20,300 TROOPS. THE OPERATION, BAPTIZED 'OCEAN
VENTURE', WILL BE DIRECTED BY VICE ADMIRAL WILLIAM J.
FLANAGAN (DOWN BRELOW AT RIGHT). AMONG THE EXERCISES THERE
WILL BE A SIMULATED INVASION OF NAVAL BASE ROOSEVELT ROADS,

i WHERE HUNDREDS OF PARACHUTERS WILL PARTICPATE.
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WAPA TV-4 Evening News,

10 May 1993

Translated by JO3 Tim Birchard, COMFAIRCARIB

"OCEAN VENTURE '93"

(Anchormanr) The Coast Guard reported that the airplanes
flying over San Juan yesterday and today are the military
participating in the exercise known as Ocean Venture in Viegues
and Puerto Rico. '

(Anchorwoman) This announcement was made after many people
complained of the loud noise caused by the planes.

C-130
aircraft

Regis CG
VC-8 helo
lands on
Mt. wWhitney
aircraft

jumping out

chutes open

jumpers land
patrol woods
soldier sets

up equipment
in woods

IV w/JTF
staffer
from P.R.

ship
Press brief
Camp

Santiago
air assault

(Reporter) The military mobilization is part of

the traditional exercise known as Ccean Venture.
The objective here is the training of all of the
components of the U.S. Department cf Defense.

Components of the Air Force, Army, Navy, Marines,
and Coast Guard, together with military members
from France,the United Kingdom, and the
Netherlands, are taking part in this exercise.

Parachutists and combat equipment landed this
morning, falling from the sky in order to practice
taking control of a military base.

The exercises were carried out on the land at
Naval Station Roosevelt Roads in Ceiba, and Camp
Santiago in Salinas. And at the same time on
Vieques, a group of Marines made an

amphibious landing, similar to the one made during
the operations in Somalia last fall.

The main objective of the maneuver is to
coordinate and redefine the operations of

the Department of Defense components as they work
together simultaneously.

(USAF Major Luis Cruz, on USS Mount Whitney)
"The purpose of the exercise is to establish
procedures for future operations.”

USS Mount Whitney is the command ship. Officers
explained to the press about the available
resources and the procedures for executing an
attack. '

Ocean Venture is the most important mobilized

military training exercise, and it takes place
every year, usually in the Caribbean.
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En el comienzo de las maniobras bautizadas
“Aventura del Océano”, unas 4,500 tropas par-
lepwIdn o o..ereates maniobras. Arriba (izg.)
, 1eden observarse unos 750 paracaidistas (no-
tes¢ un detu.e en el recuadro), que se dis-
ponian a ocupar un blanco de manos del ene-
migo en algun punto de la Base Roosevelt Ro-
ads, en Ceiba. Las Fuerzas Armadas, en unién
a sus contrapartes de Gran Bretana, Francia y
Holanda, realizan las maniobras en aguas de
Vieques y otros puntos de la Isla. Notese a la

Aventura ce

derecha superior como los soldados se es-
conden tras los gases para tomar el punto en
Roosevelt Roads. Las dos fotos de abajo captan
va el momento de arribo a Rooseveit Roads. El
mismo lunes se lanzaron en un operativo de
asalto unos 370 paracaidistas en Punta San-
tiago, en Salinas, adem3s de desembarcar cer-
ca de 450 soldados en Vieques. Las maniobras
comenzaron a eso de las 6:00 de la madana vy
terminaron cerca del mediodia.

gel Rivera
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Océane



—-mcre-

VIEQUES 2/2/2

Nevertheless, the president of the Navy League in Viegues, Ted
Weiss, emphatically defended the Navy'’'s presence in Viegues. "This
(Viegues) is vital for the United States," he said, and added that
"the idea that the Navy has robbed Vieguenses of land is false.
Vieques will continue to be what it is, with or without the Navy."

-end-
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ELVOCFRY San Juan

4 nacliones y L, o8u tropas

en giganiesca manicbra naval

(as  Fuerzas Armadas qe E£stados
Unicos. en union A sus cContrapartes
Jge oran bBretana [ rancia v Holanda
Qarticipar esta semana en unas

vasias y complicadas maniobras en las
aguas de Vieques que, aparte de
comprender una fiotilla ge 12 barcos
tencabezados por el USS Whitney, que
aparece aqut debajol, desplegara
20,500 tropas. La operacion.
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bautizada Aventura del Qceano
estara dinigida por el vicealmirante
Witliam: J Flanagan (abajo ala
traquneraal v el general Ea Scholes
(abajo ala derechal. Entre los
elercicios se aestacara un slmulacro de
tnvasion de la Base Naval de
Roosevelt Roads en ei cual
participaran centenares de
paraca:distas.
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The Associated Press
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L.a Guardia Nuacional de Puerto Rico aclaré que los aviones de

cuinbate que sobrevolaron San Juan temprano el lunes provocando

fuertes ruidos, pertenecen a las fuerzas navales que participan de
Lis man’ ao anilliares Ocean Venture 93. La aclaracién surgié en
Losprooraa o jar de residentes del sector de Hato Rey, expresadas

de la

directamente a la Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico y a emisoras ra-
diales del drea.

La Guardia Nacional de Puerto Rico desea despejar cualquier
duda de su envolvimiento, sobre los aviones militares que sobrevo-
laron a bajos niveles y que se hicieron sentir esta madrugada en
distintas partes de la Isla’’, sefial6 ese cuerpo militar en un parte de
Prensa. Dichos aviones forman parte de ejercicios aéreos que lleva

(Pasa ala Pag. 94)
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(ViencdclaPag.7)

a cabo el Comando del Atlzﬁntlco de los Lstados
Unidos en las mamobras Ocean Venture 93, se
indicé.

' Los helicopteros y aviones de la’ Guardia
Nacional Terrestre y Aérea de Puerto Rico no
forman parte de estos ‘ejercicios aéreos, se in-
formé. El ‘teniente coronel Wilson Torres
explicé a The Associated Press que los estruen-
dos fueron escuchados entre las 5:30a6:00 AM y
posiblemente fueron provocados por aviones F-
18'volando a bajos niveles sobre la Isla. Seialo

_que el mal tiempo pudo haber forzado a los pilo-
tos a sobrevolar a baja-altura. "~ -

. Las practicas de vuelo de la Guardxa Na-
c1onal de Puerto Rico suelen realizarse a niveles },
‘m4s altos'y alejados de las zonas pobladas de la i

Isla Bl;‘{l evmarmxvntammacwn de ru1do que 1

provocan estos .aviones,’ confu'mo “Torrés ~€i- {;
entrevista telefénica. 1.




Translated by JO3 Tim Birchard, COMFAIRCARIB
El Nuevo Dia Newspaper
Friday, 14 May 93 p.15

"The "Bombardment" of Each Day"

VIEQUES--The military practices start at 5:30 in the morning.
The peace is disrupted with the roar of combat planes that fly over
at low altitudes. And this i1s how the day starts.

The deafening noise of the bombings does not interrupt the
daily routine of the Viequenses. Amidst the explosions, breakfasts
are eaten, children go down the street to school, the priests
continue to give their mass, and the fishermen leave for the high

sea.

And as for the bombings, like these same Vieguenses say about
the Navy'’'s maneuvers, already have converted part of the island
municipality.

They mayoress Manuela Santiago said that on occasion she has
had to call the Navy to stop or diminish their military training.
"Right now there are intense maneuvers and the noise is outrageous.
I called the base and they are obeying," said the New Progressive
Party (pro-statehood party) incumbent.

"We are already accustomed. We are not frightened. Still, we
don’'t like the bombardments," said Cecilio Camacho, chauffeur of a
public car. "The island shakes each time, and the houses are
cracked. We don’t know when it’s going to end."

But it seems that the inhabitants of this island are not
accustomed to the long rocads, the limited transportation to the
main island, the dense and escalating population, the supposed
environmental contamination, the climbing unemployment rate and the
territorial and aquatic boundaries, all of which have been
contributed to by the Navy’s presence since 1940.

"I cross the boundaries that they put in the water (marked
with red flags) because my family has to eat. I fish there.
Exactly here (the military training waters) is where most of the
fish are," said Tonin Medina, leader of the United Fishermen of
Northern Viegques organization, which was active from 1970 to 1979.

He added, "I don't care if I cross their path," referring his
constant confrontations with the Navy ships and planes.

The majority of Viegues irhabitants interviewed by E1l HNuevo
Dia said they were against the military’s presence. "The Navy has
created a problem here. They don’t permit progress. I. now that the
Americans that are here like it here because the beaches are
barren. The beaches are only for the Navy’s use," said Helen
Davis, Viegues resident for the past two years.



