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Commanding Officer

ATTN Code ES31 Linda Martin

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southern Division
P.O. Box 190010

North Charleston SC 29419-9010

SUBJECT: NAS Whiting Field, Florida
EPA ID# FL2170023244

Dear Ms, Martin:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received (electronically)
and reviewed the following document:

e Proposed Plan, Site 05, Battery Acid Seepage Pit, Rev. 0, March 2005, NAS
Whiting Field, Milton, FL (Tetra Tech NUS, Inc.).

Enclosed are EPA’s review comments. If you should have any questions, please contact me at
(404) 562-8555.

Sincerely, '
(;.7 O Bound A

Craig A. Benedikt
Senior Remedial Project Manager
Federal Facilities Branch

Enclosure

cc: James Cason, FDEP
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EPA Review Comments
Proposed Plan
Site 05, Battery Acid Seepage Pit
Rev. 0
NAS Whiting Field, Milton, FL
March 2005

. Header: In the statement in italics and elsewhere throughout the document, the text

should state that unrestricted access, unlimited exposure to surface and subsurface
soils at Site 05 is allowed for both residential and nonresidential uses.

. The Proposal: The lead agency and support agencies should be identified in the text.

In the second sentence of the second paragraph, delete the word “adequate”. The
figure at the bottom of this section should be labeled and a North-South orientation
should be provided (i.e. Figure 1...).

. Site History: Include information about historical enforcement activities. For

example, no information is provided concerning the consent order: the purpose of the
order, the entity issuing the order, and the authority under which the order was issued.
Describe the time period over which the activities in the transformer building occurred,
the types of activities involved, the waste streams generated and the waste
management practices. Label the figure at the bottom of this section and provide a
North-South orientation.

. Environmental History: Indicate the date the installation was listed on the NPL in

the first paragraph. Delete the reference to the Installation Restoration Program since
CERCLA is the legal mechanism triggering the need for a Proposed Plan and ROD.

a) General Site Conditions: State whether the property slopes to the ditch
shown in the diagram. Describe any geographic or topographic features which
may impact remedy selection.

b) Seil Conditions: Delete the bullet in the first paragraph since no other bullets
are used. Spell out all of the acronyms used in the first paragraph (BSLs, LE,
SCTLs, DE1, etc.) since they have not been defined previously in the
document nor are they defined in the glossary. For risk based standards
described in the text, explain how they are used and include a citation to their
source. The acronym RAGS is not used in the correct context. RAGS is a
risk assessment guidance not a source for risk based screening values. Revise
the text as appropriate. The text states that numerous constituents were
detected in onsite soils; however, no mention is made with regard to the nature
and extent of these constituents. In the third paragraph, the term “USEPA
guidelines” is used; however, this term is too vague. Please provide additional
information related to which guidelines were used. The text should clearly
state that no constituents of concern exist in the surface and subsurface soils at
Site 5 in order to justify the no action remedy.
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¢) Human Health Risks: The term “USEPA guidelines” is used; however, this
term is too vague. Please provide additional information related to which
guidelines were used. Also state the nature of the land use on which this
statement is based (i.e. residential or industrial). Identify the calculated risk on
a constituent by constituent basis based on unrestricted access, unlimited
exposure land use.

d) Ecological Risks: Delete the phrase “potential risks are acceptable and” in the
last sentence of this section.

5. Public Involvement: Place a comma after “reports” in the first sentence of the
second paragraph. In the fourth paragraph, insert the word “news” between “local”
and “media”.

6. Glossary: Inthe definition of CERCLA, revise as follows: “a Federal law enacted in
1980 and amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA)
in 1986.” Change “preferred” to “proposed” in the definition of Proposed Plan. The
definition of Responsiveness Summary should be revised as follows: “a section of the
ROD summarizing the public comments received during the Proposed Plan public
comment period and the responses to those comments”.




