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:’ Roused well. at levels 1,100 times above fkderal safe- oversees Rorida’s rrditay bases for the stzite Depaat- 
ty Emits for drinking water. : ment of Ihvironm~tal Regulation ‘The more JU 
_* me poll&m came from’ an abandoned mill&f .- get into it, the more complex it gets.” 
base next door, where ~0i.I and ground water had . . The military did not keep reo~rtis ofwfi~% or what 
been s2tLtraiedwithaviation fuel, I , ..:a‘ 

r, i ‘-- : “1 just wanted to sit down and uy,” saii @ada 
. kdumped. No one knws for sun? lww much oil, jet 

?a& and Km’7 kbS8, with ‘&Xl &nase,. an ekrmntarj school teacher. ‘T7bo would 
fixl, chemicals, ptsides and heeq metals have 

. 

Jason, shoim near t&M well. havetl~~~ght that, in t,he middIe of this Fg cum- .‘; .’ ‘Please se+ISON, A-S a. 

-&J&J. a& .:. - ’ ;. :‘.:.i i, - Jn~tyilm+nlldbe,somet.hin~~~ _ 

CFTHESMIQSrn I . . 
: In fact, the Pentagon has dumped .enormous 

- amouritidtoxiewasteir4tntheI2lses,ti~,~~ 
andwoodsofFloxi~fromthelushbayousof~ 

’ When Paula and Ken Xoiw’ sank a welL for their .datothefrdpical&eccaofKey~~~ _ Y. 
new &nemear the quiet country town 6f Bushnell . . The dumping; which began in Vbid I Far II and of- 
in tsumer county, theyumght they WQuId strike a ti&JJy ended in the early 1 

eral and state .e: 
980s,wassobad~tfed- 

qmts axe doubtful that all the pIlu- 
gmundwatw-canbe 

_. 



along with p.ublic . . 
‘OISON from A-l 
aked Into the ground water on 
:d off Florida bases. 
.)lsit mcan5 the big question - 
TN many pcc,plr nliglrt have been 
.:h,ned by tainted water during al-’ 
xl h&f a centtuy - @mot be an. 
.-elvd. 
“We’ll never know what hap. 
red,” Nuzie said. “A lot of this 
.&T might have leached Lnto the 
ilt’r and Ix? gone by now. There’s 
1 w&y b tmck that.” 
t:ev;)nd thitt some of the dumps 
ntinuc to tetck and Maten drink- 
2 walt;‘r suppli& 
TJic Pentagon says It is t@ng to 

,pylf*itt wwIlgsscId’~,I 

s in the state. most of them on 
1 U~W’H. It has set A goal of hstig 
IC sites cleaned up by the year 
00 - a goal no one real%ic&ly 
gects to be met. 
Thomas Baca. the Pentagon’s 
-puty assistant secretary of de- 
.nse for the environment, tid the 
:litary has begun to attack the 
-ublem with M armada of tips 
uchincs and technology. 
Tnis ycz, Baea said, the rritllary 

.d1 spend $1.18 bion on cleanups 

.stims&3e. HO s&d everyone horn 

‘I% teptt also vamed that the 
program’s l~&nical complexity and 
heavy reliance on outside contrary 
tom make it tips for’ fraud, waste 
and mis~nan6gclnent. 

Ihilling D well to take samples of 
polluted ground water can cost 
$200,000. A single 6011 sample test 
runs $500 to $5,000, dapnding on 
how many contaminants are YUS- 
petted. Those C&U, combkd with 
btb$hJ p~urcs Bet out by State 
and fedcml laws, l?lean that A typi- 
Cal tic waste site takes clght to 10 
yeare to clean. 

As A result, milittuy and civilian 
c3qxrt.c say it could taka 20 year3 
and $500 million to complete m&L 
tasy clmups in Rorida alone. ?1u3t 
would make it one of the laxest en- 
vironmental 8RbgO jobs in state 
histay. ‘llx Pentagon says tic ns 
Tonal cleanup will cost at Icast $24.5 
bition. That’s more thbr jt cost to 
land men’on the rnmn in NASA’s 
Apollo progzun. 

Cootap!nated sites . 

A study of Dcfcnx Department 
nnd.state reaxk, along with docu- 
ments obltlincd by The Orlando 
Sentinel through the federal Fret- 
dom of Information Act, show hdw 
the military has polluted Rorlda”a 
land and water.. ’ 

-1e Joint Chiefs of StaK to base . . 
-mmmkrs have ixen ordered to 
:Rke the clc&nup 0 priotity. 
‘3’s a phlkr;ophy that permeates . 

:ary scrvlce:’ hc sdd. ‘%‘o try to 
,tirdinate the clfort and we hold 
lonthly mecttngs” with scnlor’ 
my, No@ tend Air Force leaders 
1 discuss how the cleanup is going. 
nut &a’s optimi.sM Is based on 

‘. 

pqprn ihat for MOE than a dcc 
le has cssentiallv been stalied. 
.niy Bboui hair a &en site6 h&ve 

m cleaned in J%xldlr, and most 
ases still don’t have a schedule for 
:ecmlng the other dumpa. 
Iast year, the Pentagon in6pxGr 

ral’i off!= found that In&I- 
tea and red tape fn the mill. 
8 cleanup plan - which in- 

jives 17,600 dumps am the na* . . . . . 

the World War Il Andy airfSeId x&t 
3 fhe Houses’ home and the South , 
‘et&k Shores neighbarhoOd near 
‘atIickAi0~~fnBrafsrd.I 
!wnty. Federal &d state &peti 
vegan studying South Patrlgk 
%ORS last year jfter r&dents re-. 
xx-led a high tate of Rodgkin’s dis. 
:95c, 8 T-are ion77 Of cart&r. 

Although Florida DeparLment ol 
&ii-otunental‘ Regulation officials ., . . . _ . . 

LO be leaking into coastal waters 
that are tecmirlg with fish and that 
are horn6 b borne of North Ameri- 
~23’s endangcreti coral reefs. 

A squamn&? section of Eglin Air‘ 
Force Ba&e in the Panhandle might 
be declared a “dead zone” because 
it WAS sprayed with the defoliant: 
Agent Orange during the Vietnam 
War. Experts don’t know how to 
clean it up. 

Na6.l Air- 6hU~:Atl were usti to : 
train’ pit016 during World.‘Wnr II.3 
Th Leesburg and Sanford base&- 
wete closed In the late 1940s. McCoy 
was shut in 1875. AU amhow busy’ 
.hubs for dvi!ian aixmfL* 

_. _._- . . . . . . 
7%~ ground water under a fir+ 

tminingw?antMcCoy-partof 
‘. which is now Orlando Lntetmtiond 

I 
AiJplt - is sRtur&ed with cancer 
~ushg heavy metals and vinyl 

’ chloride. ‘Iho ama is in a rcmok, 
seldom-visited Odd. 

Al Sanford, 11 empty concrete 
tanks .+hat could each hold 50,000 
gallons of Cue1 %VR f&d bticd, 
At lxesburg, ftnu empty mnhete 

’ lank6 that could each hold 25,000 
@.Uons of fuel we= found undeti 
ground. 

The Army Corps of Engineers, 
which is ddcinii the sib, does 
not know If the tanks are o3cked or I .._. 

“lb krdli@r may base poisoned 
its win men, women ahd chiidrcn 
- 0s weU as the pubbe - throngh 
its dumping. 

In 1986, for examjde. oficia\ts al 
Whiting Field Natal Air Station 
near Pensacola found that two w&s 
that supplIed drinking water on 
base were contatninatti with levels 
of benzene 33 times above satctv 
limits. 

About 3,900 base pcnonncl drrulk : 
tap waler from the wells. Navy of% 
cials say there is “no way” to know : 
how many people were cxpoxd U) . 
the bad water over the years or wh&t 
hLalth problems might have te~xlt- : 

There olao is no way to know 
whether leaking pesticide pits and 
fuel spihs’ at Homwtead Air Fom! ’ 
l3ase near Mifunitever contaminaied 
ihe Biscabne Aquifer. which nrns 
under the in!3t&ation. The aquifer 

‘ne sil 
. . ! 0” clranae. ““In popurlrr rrslllIl& 

ns of. !:allons 0’ 
] ..-“.,. . .._._._ .-ore 
’ samc \t*v. 
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. . . . --!tlF!G* &so dump&i lead, meP 
:.,.‘C.\ cwy and oil into the 6t. Johns I?%- . . ‘.‘.-,‘. .,. 

1 ;‘. “‘, ;,:, cr. A 1985 study by hcksonvillc I 
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. . . . _:. Thtr NEW ever%&&i ml&-' 
.-.:.. and acjds 0om a photo 1~ into T . ., .;. ?... .: Lake. Baldwin at Orlando. Naval : 

: :. ..,: I..’ :: * . _, ,. t;:,K? Tdnlng Center ham the 1~50s. to : 
‘. , . ,.: ‘.“’ 1978. The lake was used for fistirr. . .(..’ . . . 
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boating and whiting by the m& 
ktry and tho publicduring that 
the, thcugh the Navy tested the 
l&e in 1989 and found no S&n of 
CorltamtnRtion 

How could the military have been 
tsbwed to run roughshod over Rot- 
lda’ar environment? l 

.: fi8y. The pdiCY ivas anything 
Is=. 

During the years of who!ctale 
durnfig. no laws covered !he dis. 
pasal of hazerdsus waste. zhe mate- 
riul was simply carted off in trykj 
and Piontsnd Imdcrs, ~IUVMI away 
nnd rorgotten. 
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. . . .*->I ( K%VtWW consequences d OUT Bc-. i ,.. ; .,..‘.’ ( ’ .:. . . . ,... “, tions,‘~ said Lt. Cal, Don Pm&d, I 
.: aiTC chief of c\cnnup operntions at ! 

.:I: . ’ , .‘, ., .t.;.. . V’ . . . . . . : ._.. >;h c . . 
. _._ . ..,. >,y, i.: ;:i . Homestead Air Force Base. We’d 1 

..‘.:., .;‘.~: :. : f.!,. 

..:.; : ,. I’ . ‘. .\ ;; z. ‘2 . 
tuk to-industry dnd thcyd say, ‘Just 
put it In a SS~gaEon Wm ahd mt it 
idul8ndnIl.“’ 

fidhg the dumps ti &en i& 
mendy difIIcult. Bccawe n0 M- 
cords were kepf officials have had 
to rely on the memory of W, 
uQ&m to p&t out toxic sitea fig’:* 

TnatlY3-dnsthecasd~~as 
thessqhfordumpsg~~ yi’;;, 

. . ‘.x; . . : I 


