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Paula and Ken House, with son
Jason, shown near testmg well.

By Johs J, Glisch
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" When Paula and Ken House sank a well for their

new home near the quiet country town of Bushnell -,

fn Sumter County, they thought they muld strike 2

. vein of cool Florida water.

< What they got was poison,’

Benzene.abyprodudofgasohnehwwntomuse-

¢ancer and chromosome damage, contaminated the

K Houses' well at levels 1,100 times above fedenl saf&
_ ty limits for drinking water,

 The pollution came from ‘an abandoned mlbtary

base next door, where soil and ground water had .

been saturated with aviation fuel. - .
+ I just wanted to sit down and my" sa:d Paula

"House, an elementary school teacher. “Who would

have xhought that in the mxddle of this iarmmg com-

P LR =

dteCted mpcnsohed F,I,'

be found —Oor ckeaned up

. mumty there would be somethmg sodangerous?” ...
: In fact, the Pentagon has dumped enormous
amounts of toxie waste into the lakes, rivers, Swamps
- and woods of Florida, from the Jush bayous of Pensa-
~cola to the tropical mecca of Key:West.
The duraping; which began in Warld War I and of«

ficially ended in the early 1980s, was so bad that fed-

eral and state experts are doubtful that all the pollu-
hm——espeuallymthegrmmdwaw canbeA
cleaned up.
. “It's an enormous problem, saxd Enc Nuze, who
oversees Florida's military bases for the state Depart-
_.ment of Environmental Regulahon. “The more you
get into it, the more complex it g
-. The military did not keep reoords of where or what
it-dumped. No one knows for sure how much oil, jet
fuel, cheznxmls pest:mdes and heavy metals have

v Please see POISON A-8
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THE MILITARY DUMPS ™~

This report continues & periodic
series in which The Orlando Sentinel
L@Bnes and water cordami-
nafion fn Florida. Today, it the Ist of

3 parts, rhemm.sdmmvgand

spillim has Jekt a fegacy of posan. ..
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~ Poisoning

| " [ the World War I Anmy airfield niext

Military pro

joisone

s
xn

obably
its own

along with public

’OISON from A-1

aked into the ground water on

~d off Florida bases. -

-That means the big question —

swv many people might have been

sisoned by 1ainted water during al-’
a5t helf a century — cdnnot be an.
ered.

"We'll never know what hap-

med” Nuzie said. “A lot of this

4T might have leached into the
ater and be gone by now. There’s
yway Lo track that”

Bevond lhﬁtf some of the dumps

mtinue 10 leak and threaten drink-

£ water supplies.

The Penlagon says it is trying to
/_;.q;\ct its wrongs. So far {{ has"
/ ified 529 suspected toxic

+in the state, most of themon

+ vases, 1 has st a goal of having

¢ sites cleaned up by the year

03 — & goal no one realistically

pects 10 be met, .

Thomas Baca, the Pentagon's

aputy assistant scerefery of de-

nise for the environment, said the

Jditary has begun to attack the

vblem with on wrmada of Lroops,

achines and technology.

This year, Baca said, the militery

.J1 spend $1.18 billion on ¢leanups

atonwide, He sald everyone from

-8 Joint Chicfs of Stafl to base .

smmanders have been ordered to
rke the cleanup a priority.

“I's o philusophy that pertneates:
very service," he sald, “We try to
sordinate the effort and we hold
«anthly meetings” with senlor
amy, Navy und Air Force leaders
' discuss how the cleanup is going,

Rut Baca's oplimisrn is based on
program that for more than a dee-
e has essentially been sialled.
‘ply sbout half a dozen sites have .

2en cleaned in Florids, and most -

ases stilt don’t have a schedule for
‘eaning the other dumps. -
Last year, the Pentagon

_=aaeral's office found that ineffl. - sonville, where hundreds of resi-.

ies and red tape in the mili..

s cleanup pian — which in--
sives 17,500 dumps across the na-
on - threaten o sink the praject.
The report said the Army, Alr.

‘oree and Navy. have not coordinat- v when a base-by-basé review is comi;

The report also wamned that the
program's {echnical complexity and
heavy reliance on outside contrace
{ors make it ripe for fmud, waste :
and misinanagement. - :

Drilling a well to take samples of
polluted ground weter can cost

$200,000. A single soll sample test -
runs $500 to $5,000, depending on

how many contaminants are sus-
pected. Those costs, comblned with
lengthy procedurces set out by state
and federal laws, megn that a typi- -
cal teede waste site takes eight 10 10
years to clean.

As a result, military and civillan
experis say it could take 20 years

and $500 milllon 1o complete mill- ~

tary cleanups in Florida alone. That
would make it one of the largest en-
vironmental salvage jobs in state
history. ‘The Pentagon says the né-

Yonal cleanup will cost ut least $24.5 -

bilfion. That's more than it cost (o
land men ‘on the moon in NASA's
Apollo program.

A study of Defense Department
and.siate records, along with docu.

ments obtained by The Orlando

Sentinel through the feders! Free-
dom of Information Act, show how

the military has polluted Florida's
land and water.. B

Contaminated sites
With 529 suspected sites, Florida'

most military dumps. Florida has
more thun any state in the South.
east except Alsbama, -

Four bases — Pensacola Naval Air
Station, Jacksonville Naval Alr Sta-
tion, Cecil Field Naval Air Station
near Jacksonville and Homestead
Air Force Base outside Miami — are
on the federal Superfund cleanup

_ are known 1o have hazardous or taxs
» e materdalg, . ey )

to the Houses' hoine and the South

Patrick Shores neighborhood near

Patrick Alr Force Base in Brevard -
County. Federal and state experts

began studying South Patrigk

Shores Jast year sfter residents re..
ported a high rate of Hodgkin’s dis-

case, g rare form of cancer.

Although Florida Depariment of
Environmental’ Reguation officinlg
belfeve the houses were built on an
old dump, tosts recently showed no.
pollutants in the soil or water under
the neighborhood. :

In all, 67 of the state’s old military
gites are in Brevard, Luke, Orange,

Osceola, Seminole and Volusia *
counties. Of the 48 inspected to °

date; 43 were found {0 be clean and ¥

do not require further study. Fivc'~)

burg Army Alrfield and the Sanf

{rain’ pilots. during World, War IT.3
The Leesburg and Sanford bages--
were closed In the late 1940s. McCoy

was shut in 1875, All are now busy’
’hubs for civilian sircraft. - -

" ranks ninth anong states with the

E- Based on _'P'.E‘n'.a.g(;hfsluéies and !

'The ground watel under a fire-
- training area at McCoy — part of
- which is now Orlando Intemational
| Arport — is saturated with cancer
cauging heavy metals and vinyl
chloride. 'Ihe area is in a remofe,
scldom-visited field.

At Banford, 11 empty concrete
tanks that could each hold 50,000
gallons of fuel were found buried,

fanks that could each hold 25,000
gallons of fuel were found under
ground, .

- The Army Corps of Engineers,
which is checking the sites, doos
not know if the tanks are cracked or

- how much fuel may have leaked |
'.,:,:nwﬂgrp\‘md waler, officials say, "

. Amounts-of waste .

M Leesburg, four emply concrete -

| in three miles of the base,
t A greal dea) of toxic waste 8iso

10 be leaking into coastal waters

. thel are tecming with fish and that

are home to some of North Ameni-
ca's endangered coral reefs. .

A square-mile section of Eglin Air
Force Base in the Panbundle might
be declered 8 “dead 20ne” because
it was sprayed with the defoliant.
Agent Orange during the Vietnam
War, Experts don't know how $o
clean it up.

At a Navy research center in near-
by Panarna City, 4 tons of lead paint-
were shoved into an oozing pit. Oth. '
er poliutants, including mercury .

.)“and sotvents, likely seeped into St. '

Andrew’s Bay and the Guf of Mexi- )
co. \
- All Wld, everything from radicac- -

live wastes to napalm bombs were
routinely placed in back-lot dumps
-across the state where an unknown:
g Sdperis w7 amount Jeaked ints the ground wa-
Ag‘hkey incjude -tlhe : ron'n%r McCoy 1 ter.
: ) B 0 1 _ v e N .
T el o e ses | Water.contamination-
_ Naval Air Station. All were used to . '

¥

- The ‘military may have poisoned
its own men, women and children
— s well as the public — through
its dumping, .

In 1988, for example, officials at
Whiting Field Nalval Air Station

_near Pensacola found that two wells

that supplied drinking water vn
bage were contaminated with levels |
of benzene 33 times above safely
limits, .
About 3,800 base personne drank
tap water from the wells. Navy offt- .
cials say there is “no way" to know ;
how many people were exposed
the bad water over the yoars or what
};ialt.h problems might have result-:

There also is no way to know '
whether leaking pesticide pits and
fuel spills at Homestead Air Force :

. Basa ncar Miainirever contaminated

the Biscayne Aquifer, which runs -
under the ingtallation. The aquifer

is a source of diinking waler for .
more than 16,000 people living with-

was duraped into major bodies of

,",esﬁhm\es;\tota] military durnping in -
i Florida would amount 1o tens of - [ .i'o rivers, the Gulf of Mexico

: ' ‘ ", and the Atluntic Qcean. ‘
It &l the wasté were put ona gi-

Fant:ship and ‘spilled off the Florida

rmillions of gallons of toxic waste.

{'Coast; it would cover the state’s

. 1181, a designation meaning that :2-1,197 miles of besches with a pol-

afler Inspections and tests, the sites
have national priovity for cleanup, .- -
- Another Superfund site is the
"Hipps Road neighborhood in Jack-

dents say they were poisoned by ‘&
nearby Navy dump that contaminat-

¢ od their well waler. :

.
»

3% More Florida bases could be add-
 Sd 1o the Superfund 4st next year,.

<4 theiplan: ar, given I jdirection.vig pleted. But it doasn't end there.:

Thers is & Inck
21168 10 clean first.
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of money, communis-¥
ution and ability to Secide’ what X
+

4The Pentagon also is checking.
3807 abandonod mititary sites state:.
it U wide for taxde waste. Amone them is

. sonous sludge_several inches or
more thick,

Lot ve Vv agte '.\%‘v‘;- e

-~ 'The waste has come

Bon gallons of growtnd water is taint.
ed with fucl,

At Xey West Naval Air Station, &
“site once used o mik the cancen
causing pesticide DDT is believed

[P
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in many
forms. The Navy and Air Force have |
. gpilled untold millions of gallons of ¢
Jet fucl- At just one site — MacDill , .
Air Force Base in Tamnpa — 3.7 mil- ‘c grounds. Millions of. ptallons of

; heavy metals were dumped 1/h9.

‘
o

fresh water and salt watcr around

Florida because many bases are

As a result, people who fished or

swum in the walers near the instal. -
lations might have been exposed 1o

the poisons.

In Pensacola, the Navy spent dec-
ades dumping radium — & Jowslcvel
radioactive material used to Wumi-
nate instruments in aircrafl cockpits
— into sewers and ditches that
flowed into Pensacola Bay and Boy-
ou Grande, hoth popular fishing

Same way. -
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".. T fhe Navy also dumped lead, mer- " i was verv mack Bie :

; was very mu ea ;
7o« cury and oll into tht Bt Johns Riv- " iob. It was tedlous® said A
or, A 1985 study by Jacksonville . Job. Tt very % Ar 10

6 furo McDongld, environmental chief
o e syt sen ot andk Do e s Gt Systems Gen
‘ det caught near Jacksonville Navel . qalkin Himers o fLvas h
Ahs.smn had large open sores | ,,;u,e&“’ old many of them,
cgiited by thewaste. " . wSome were afrald .
0 R Tllowaup stady In 1988 showed © didn't want to Implienie i
i that ish caught near the base had solves,™ he pald. mplicate the
" ¥'level‘of “potroleum, heavy melsls | " Paulg and Kon House wis! 2s: -
and Just about everything else you * body had talked to taem about the

could Imsdge” In them, said David . o
oehnke, the JU professor who did ° hidden leaks of aviation fuel be-*l.".
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z ncath their § acres of pine and oak, |~ !
thesuvey, - —— Afer months of Investigation, the | N i
The Navy even dumped cyanide”  Pentagon admilted its responsibllity |© . % i
and acids from & photo lab jnto  and drilled the couple 8 new, deeper | = * 4
Lake Baldwin at Orlando Naval .  Well with a special filler to cleanse |-..  :if -
.Training Center from the 1850s.t0 -~ their tap water. o R
- 1878. The lake was used for fishing, But the contamination remains [%. = - '
boating and swimming by the mili- underground. There are no plang to|.", - = &4
-tary and the public.during that - . pump it out. Thet angers Paula * s :
_ time, though the Navy tested the ' House, a native Floridlan who fears || - 3 ;
: lake in 1889 and found no sign of ;  her stale Is being poisoned to death, | T R
B contamination, . “The military has a responsibility - |- . - ::i'
" How could the military have been | 10 clean up the land and the water” |- e
allowed to run roughshod over Flor- | ° she sald, “They're accbuntabls, | Fa-
! ].dﬁ's environment? . ’ v 7 We're all accountable” . R
" Eagy. The policy was anything | - oL ,
_Boos, . ,
During the years of wholesale "o
: dumping, no laws covered the dis.
* posal of hazardous waste. The mate- |
o rial was simply carted off in trucks
o " . and fontend loaders, thrown sway
oy - and forgotten,
3 . “They did it under accepted prac-
L . tices of the time," said Art Linton,
o "en offcial with the US. Environ-
o menial Prolection Agency in Atlan- | :
e 13 who {racks the military’s cleanup o A
o in Florida. “Everybody did it~ 1o
. o -, ‘TR dumplog a0 Je a Jeeacy of | . - . it
L R % World War 1f, when nearly 200 mili- Do
N S - tary installations were built in Flon S
' +}da 1o train soldiers, saflors and air | e
' =tnen to fight Nezl Germany and Ja- N
: The bases, tany buill in the
' . brought jobs and indus- u
"try.to Florida snd helped transform g ¥
{thé peninsula Into a boom state in | - - -
- the postwar years, - ik
The dumps.were a hidden and I . 7= 7k

dangerous byproduct, however, es. ‘
peciaily when thirsty cities and sub-
divizions began crecping closer. :
."We were not Jooking at the envi-
ronmental consequences of our ad-. i
tions,” sald 1t. Col. Don Bradford, !
thief of c¢leanup operations at |-
Homestead Air Force Base, “We'd |
talk to industry and they’d say, ‘Just |
put it In a 55-galion drum and put § \
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Finding the dumps has been im- |, . -
mensaly difficult, Because ho re- |
* cords were kept, officials have had
1o rely on the memory of civillan

: -wmkeu_topomtcutw:desltes.r.ésgf X
D That remaing the case today 'ss’
A s - the search for dumps goeson. -~ . {;
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