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EPA May Add Two
More Florida Sites
To Superfund List

By PRAKASH GANDHI
Specifier Comespondent

ederal officials are proposing

to add a former pesticide-mix-

ing plant in Orlando and a

Panhandle military base to the list of

the nation’s most contaminated haz-
ardous waste sites.

The U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency wants to add the former

Chevron Chemical Co. sitein Orlando

Superfund reforms proposed, Page 28.

and the Whiting Field Naval Air Sta-
tion site in Santa Rosa County to
Superfund’s National Priorities List.

_ Chevron operated its plant on the

" “4-acre lot at U.S. 441 and Silver Star
' Road until 1976; later a Mack Truck

dealership used the site.

One pollutantfound at the site was
benzene, which was discovered in the
soil and groundwater, said Betty Win-
ter, Superfund community relations
coordinator at the EPA’s Region IV

 office in Atlanta.

In 1990, potentially responsible
parties including Chevron entered

- - into an agreement with the EPA to

remove contaminated seils, dewater
the ponds, and treat and dispose of

- the wastewater in an infiltration gal-
" lery on the site. That work has been

completed, Winter said.

.. In Japuary 1993, the EPA and
Chevron began studying the ground-
water contamination. That should be

- completed within the next few
_ months.  Meanwhile, the agency is
inviting comments from the public
- - about the proposed listing. 1
. Whiting Naval Air Station near |}
" Milton also has been nominated for ¥

_Superfund cleanup. Pollutants at that

site include construction and demoli- -
tion debris, garbage waste solvents’
~ and oils, tank bottom sludges, fuels .-
- and machine fluids, Winter said. . P
.. One potable water well was shut &~ -
- downin 1986 by the state because the . Sl
. ~"level of benzene was above the state
. drinking water standards, she said.
~ _Another was closed because of exces-
%" give amounts of trichloroethylene.
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The base, which is used as a naval
aviation treumng facility, hasbeenin
operation since 1943.

Florida has 57 Superfund 51tes, of
which 50 are on thefinallistand 7 are
proposed. That’s the most of ‘any state
in the EPA’s Southeast region.> . -

Five of these 57 sites are federal
facilities, which means they are not
eligible for Superfund monies but are
required to comply with the same
standards for protecting human
health and the environment.

Superfund’s National Priorities
List documents the EPA’s highest
priority cleanups. Sites are added to

the list based on a complex scorecard

that takesinto account the severity of
a site’s contamination and its poten-
tial for threatening public health.
The EPA’s workis divided into two
phases. The first involves an investi-
gation of the sites, many of which are
abandoned. That study can take any-
where from 18 months to three years.
The cost of these detailed studies

- also varies, running from $500,000 to

$1.5 million, Winter said. The aver-
age is about $1 million.

During the investigation, officials
will take air, water and soil samples,
gather information from groundwa-
ter experts and do other research.

“All this information helps us de-~ " .-~
cide what risks are there and what - .- =
the future risks would be to theenvi- 7 =
ronment and health,” she added. o

The second phase of the work in-'.
volves the design and remediation of -
the sites. The costs can be $200,000 to -
more than $100 million, Winte
In most cases, the potentially respo
sible parties w1ll pay the costs.
parties may include the owners and -
operators ofthesite, the generatorsof -
the waste that was disposed of there,
and the transporters of the waste.

The EPA tries to make voluntary -
agreements with the parties stating -
they will pay for the work. If they
refuse to make such agreements, the
agency has powers to order parties to
clean up a site. Those who refuse to
comply canbe fined, Winter said. The
agency can alsodothe work itselfand
agk for reimbursement from the par-
ties plus an additional three tlmes
the cost of the operation. :

Short School ScheduLled '

Region XI of the Florida Water & -
Pollution Control Operators Associa-
tion will conduct a shortschool begin--
ning April 18 for plant operators. The
sessions will meet 6:30 10 9:30 p.m.at
Colonial High School in Orlando.

For details, write Bill Archer, 28

* StymiePlace, Winter Park, FL.32789.
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