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Dear Commander:

Thank you for sending this District a copy of the Draft Air Quality Analysis
for RI/FS Phases 2B and 3, NAS Alameda. Following careful analysis by
Dario Levaggi, Director of the Technical Division, and Wayman Siu,
Manager of the Air Monitoring Section, District staff have the following
comments:

1. Table 5-2: Average sampling flow rate of 1.5 liters per minute seems
too low, and average sampling time of two hours seems too short for
proper sampling of metals and particulates. It is District practice to
sample at higher flow rates and for four to eight hours duration to get a
more representative sample.

2. Table 5-2: It is unclear why reporting limits for metals is expressed in
parts per billion (ppb). Typically, particulates and metals in air are
expressed in ug/m3 (weight per volume). Parts per billion is a volume
per volume expression, appropriate for a water or soil sample perhaps,
but not for solids (metals and particulates) in air.

3. Table 5-2: The reporting limit of 20,000 ug for particulates is very
high. The Federal ambient air standard for PM10 is 1560 ug/m3, and
District measurements are well below this on a regular basis.

4. As a follow up to point #3, it is unclear how 4154.6 was derived as the
particulate concentration.

5. Table b-b:
particulates.

Staff do not understand the values presented for

6. Appendix C, Table 2: Sample M10: 3447.15 ug/m3 lead is a very high
value for an ambient air sample. The Federal lead standard is 1.5
ug/m3 as a 24-hour average.

If you have technica! questions concerning the District's comments, please
call Mr. Siu at 415-771-6000, extension 4636. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment.

Very truly yours, .
@AA‘"‘- {.
Brian L. Jennison, Ph.D.

Enforcement Program Specialist
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