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DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL __
OEGION 2

) HEINZAVE., SUITE200
"_ERKELEY, CA 94710-2737

(510)540-2122 _ '

January 30, 1995

Commander

Western Division

Naval Engineering Facilities Administration, West

Attn. : George Kikugawa
Code 09ER3GK

900 Commodore Drive

San Bruno, California 94066-2402

Dear Mr. Kikugawa:

TOTAL METAL ANALYSIS FOR GROUNDWATER SAMPLES AT NAVAL AIR

STATION, ALAMEDA

The California Environmental Protection Agency, Department

of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and Regional Water Quality

Control Board (RWQCB) request that the Navy collect a

representative number of unfiltered samples for metals in all

future groundwater investigations at Naval Air Station (NAS),

Alameda. This letter forwards a concurrent request by the San
_" Francisco RWQCB.

The Navy should prepare a plan to address the procedures,

locations and number of wells for the unfiltered groundwater

sampling and submit this to the State. The DTSC and RWQCB

recommend that a representative number of unfiltered groundwater

samples be taken during the current quarterly groundwater

monitoring cycle. This data can then be compared to filtered

groundwater samples collected from the same wells. The

collection of unfiltered groundwater samples is important for

completing the ecological assessment.

If you have questions regarding this letter, please contact

me at (510) 540-3809.

Thomas P. Lanphar

Project Manager

Office of Military Facilities

Enclosure

cc: See next page
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cc. Mr. James Nusrala

Regional Water Quality Control Board
2101 Webster Street, Suite 500

Oakland, California 94612

Lt. Mike Petouhoff

Base Environmental Coordinator

Alameda Naval Air Station

Building i, Code 52

Alameda, California 94501

Mr. James Ricks

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
H-92

75 Hawthorne St.

San Francisco, California 94105
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL %..fER QUALITY CONTROL 80ARF.,
SAN F'RAN_CQ UAYREGION
_1oI WI_TERST_ff. Suite
OAKI,.A, NO, CA 94@|'_

• _ . GeorgeKilmgawa January 10, 1995
ProjectManager File No. 2199.9285 (JBN)
Navy EngineeringFacilitiesAdministration,West
900 CommodoreDrive
SanBruno,CA 94066-2402

Subject: Unfilte_d Metals Analysis for Groundwater at NavalAir Station, Alameda

DearMr. Kikugawa:

Staffat theRegionalWater QualityControlBoard(RWQCB)requestthat_e Navy
¢olleotunfilteredsamplesfor metalsin aUfltturegroundwaterinvestigationsat NavalAir Station.
(/gAS),Alameda. Thisletter is in responseto yourtelephonecall on January6, 1995, askingthat
this agencyexpressthis requestin writing. Presently,the fn_rmllationRestorationfiR) programis
collectingonly filteredmetalsgroundwatersamples. TheRWQCBis not asking the Navy to
discontinuetaking filteredsamplesfor metals. The RWQCBsimplywantsthe Navy to analyze a
subsetof the groundwatersamplesusingthe unfilteredmetalsanalysis. Thisrequestwould apply
to all future groundwater inveb'tigations at NAS Alamegta, including the/It progTam, the

UndergroundStorageTankprogram,andanysamplingassociatedwith the Pareel.Speoifl¢
EvaluationPlans.

Therearethreereasonsthe R.WQCBis requestinga subset of wells to be investigated
' ........ usingthe--filtered metalsanalysis.First,Section4.5.3 of Risk AssessmentGuidancefor

Superfimd(RAGS), says,"ifunfilteredwateris of potablequality,data.from unfilteredwater
samplesshouldbe usedto e_dmateexposure". Thepotabilityof the groundwateratNAS
AlamedahasnotbeenofllciaUydeterminedyet. UntiltheNavyhaspresentedan acceptable ..
argumentfor non-potabilityof thegroundwateratthe baseto theRWQCB,thispartof'RAGS
would apply. Secondly,unfilteredmetalsanalysisneedsto be performedas the migration
pathwaybetween the groundwateratNAS AlamedaandSanFranciscoBay (with its aquatic
receptors)is complete. Unfilteredanalysiswouldallowus to see the total (both suspendedand
dissolved)portionof the metalsconcentrationin groundwater.Lastly,if there areanyresidential
wells in use in the vioinityof NAS Alameda,the migrationof potentiallycontaminated
groundwaterfrombasepropertyto off-sitegroundwaternee&sinvestigation Unfilteredmetals
analysisneeds to beperformedhereif thispathwayprovesto be complete,as it is unlikelythat
local r©sidcntswouldbe filteringtheir well water to waterLawns,gardens,etc.

Unless this ethicshearsothcxwisefromtheNavy withinthe next 30 days, we willassume
the Navy is willingto complywiththe provisionsoutlinedinthisletter. If you have anyquestions
onthis issue, please contactme at ($10) 286-0301.

Rem_alProjectManager
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