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Mr. Patrick G. Lynch, P.E.

Clearwater Revival Company
305 Spruce Street
Alameda, CA 94501

Dear Mr. Lynch:

Subj: Clearwater Revival Company Letter of November 8, 1998
Radiological Removal Action, Alameda Point, Alameda, California

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding the handling of storm water run off from the radiological
removal action site at Alameda Point. The Navy has established strict guidelines for the handling of water,
as described in the Action Memorandum (available in the Alameda public library) which was approved and
in effect prior to the beginning of construction. The approved procedures for handling water during the
project are summarized below.

The Contractor shall minimize the introduction of water into any trenches due to surface runoff, utility
breaks, groundwater, or flow through functioning storm drain segments. Berms, plugs, diversions, and
engineering controls should be used for this purpose. Once water has entered the trench it is considered
potentially contaminated until proven otherwise. All water removed from trenches must be pumped into
holding tanks and be sampled and analyzed by an independent laboratory for the following:

• Purgeable Halocarbons and Purgeable Aromatics (EPA 8260)
• Total Purgeable and Extractable Petroleum Hydrocarbons (EPA 8015)
• Semivolatile Organic Compounds (EPA 8270)
• California Administrative Manual (CAM-17) Metals
• Radioactivity (Radium-226)

If the water exceeds the applicable limits for any of the compounds analyzed, it must be treated by filtration,
granular activated carbon, or another appropriate technology until all limits are met. After the relevant
criteria are achieved, the water may be discharged directly into the Seaplane Lagoon or to EBMUD sewers.

The occurrence referred to in your letter of November 8, 1998 was not in full compliance with the
guidelines above. Due to the large amount of rain, the accumulation of water inside the excavation
threatened the integrity of the steam trench that formed one side of the excavation. The contractor's decision
to discharge to the storm drain system was made with full knowledge that the excavation trench was
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previously analyzed below the allowed release limits for radioactive contamination and out of concern for

the integrity of the excavation trench. The water discharged during that occurrence was sampled and
analyzed, and met all criteria for discharge except for a detection of 16 micrograms per liter of chloroform,
which has a limit of 5 micrograms per liter. All other discharge parameters, including the concentration of
rad{um in the water, were less than the discharge limits. In order to avoid future occurrences,
representatives from the Navy, the State of California, and the United States Environmental Protection
Agency have recently reviewed the guidelines for water management with the contractor to ensure complete
understanding of and adherence to those guidelines.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (650) 244-2549, Fax (650) 244-2774.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL 8g_ '_",_::D _Y

-_ _! GEORGE KIKUGAWA

Remedial Project Manager

By direction

Copies to:
Alameda Point, BRAC Environmental Coordinator (Attn: Mr. Steve Edde)
Department of Toxic Substances Control (Attn: Ms. Mary Rose Cassa)
CAL Regional Water Quality Control Board (Attn: Mr. Mark Ruderman)
CAL Regional Water Quality Control Board (Attn: Mr. Dennis Mishek)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Attn: Ms. Anna-Marie Cook)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Attn: Ms. Lynn Suer)
Restoration Advisory Board (Attn: Mr. John Spafford)
Radiological Affairs Support Office (Attn: LCDR Vincent Deinnocentiis/Laurie Miller)
IOC (Attn: Mr. David Horton)
NWT (Attn: Messrs. Mike Wilson/Bill Haney)
TTEMI, San Francisco Office (Attn: Messrs. Ed Ho/Conrad Sherman)
TTEMI, Sacramento Office (Attn: Mr. Dan Shafer)

Blind copies:
612.1,612.6, 612.4, 02Crg, Alameda file
Admin. Records (three copies)
Chron
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