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July 16, 1999

Dean Gould

BRAC Environmental Coordinator

Navy Facilives Engineering Command
Southwest Division - Code 05BM- DG
1220 Pacific Highwa :

San Diego, CA 92132-5187

Dear Mr. Gould:

ap reciate the opportunity to comment an the Final Draft Record of Decision (Draft ROD) for
Sites 2 and 17 located at the Marine Corps Air Sration (MCAS) El Toro. Our preliminary
comments are set forth in two draft memaranda, copies of which are attached.

Throughout the initial stages of the remedy| selection process for Sites 2 and 17, the Department of Navy
(DON) contemplated transferring ownership and control of approximately 1,000 acres of MCAS El
Toro property that included these sices to the Department of Interior (DOI) for reuse as a habitat
reserve. We understand that DO is reconsidering this proposal 2nd that DON may consider alternarive
conveyances of this property to the Federal| Aviauon Administration (FAA). The precise details of the
transfer of ownership and the operation angl use of such property are the subject of ongoing discussions
by and among DON, DOJ, and FAA.

Ms. Polin Modanlou of my staff discussed this issue with you and Joseph Joyce in 2 ::lephone
conversation on July 14, 1999. In thar conversation, DON agreed to meet with us in late July or eacly
August 1999 to discuss (1) new developments concerning transfer of the MCAS El Toro property, an

(2) our comments on the Draft ROD fo: Sires 2 and 17.

In anticipation of our upcoming meering and in accordance with your July 14 discussion with Ms.
Modanlou, enclosed are draft comments on/the Draft ROD for Sites 2 and 17. We recognize that some
of the questions and comments set forth in the enclosed memoranda may need to be refined in the near

fueure in light of information developed ia the course of other investigation and remediation projects
being conducted by DON at MCAS El Torp, and/or additional information provided by DON at our

' meenng, '
We look forward to meeting with you. If there are any questions, please feel free to call Polin Modanlou
at (714) 834-3156. v

Egé rcaoch , Manager
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c:  Tayseer Mahmoud, DTSC
Glen Kistner, USEPA
Peter Janiki, CTWMB
Patrica Hannon, RWQCB
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