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COMMENTS ON FEBRUARY PROGRESS REPORT AND RESPONSE TO

JANUARY 27, 2000 DTSC LETTER REGARDING NOVEMBER AND

DECEMBER 1999 PROGRESS REPORTS, VADOSE ZONE REMEDIATION
VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPQUND SOURCE AREA, INSTALLATION RESTORATION
PROGRAM (iRP) SITE 24, MARINE CORPS AIR STATION (MCAS) EL TORO

Dear Mr. Gould:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) completed the review of the
subject report (Progress Report), dated February 2000 that was received by this office
on February 28, 2000. The Progress Report describes the remediation activities of the
soil vapor extraction system through the end of January 2000.

After review of the Progress Report, DTSC has the following comments.

1. Section 1, Introduction: The last paragraph states, “During Phase | operations
significant remediation progress was achieved. . ., Based on these results,
along with data gathered during Phase | operations, treatment verification
sampling as described in the draft SEOR [System Evaluation and Optimization
Report] and the draft final EDR [Engineering Design Report] is being proposed.”

In general, DTSC agrees that progress on vadose zone remediation has been
made. However, please consider that without a physical barrier, the volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) In the saturated (groundwater) and vadose zones
are in a dynamic relationship. If the vadose zone contains a relative abundance
of VOCs, the concentrations in the vadose zone will promote a net flux of VOCs
to the groundwater. Conversely, if the groundwater exhibits a relative
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abundance of VOCs, a net flux of VOCs from the groundwater to the vadose
zone may be established. Essentially, due to this dynamic relationship, the
vadose zone and groundwater cannot be remediated separately. Since
groundwater remediation at Site 24 has not begun, the dynamic relationship may
have shifted so that the groundwater may now be the source of VOCs for the
vadose zone. The VOCs in contaminated groundwater may cause a rebound In
VOC concentration in the vadose zone.

DTSC understands that the Department of the Navy is currently preparing a
closure verification report. Please address the issue pressnted above in the

report.

2. Section 2.5.1 Pneulog™ Evaluation, and Table 2-7: A summary of the
Pneulog™ evaluation is provided in this section and the associated table.

DTSC understands that a Pneulog™ study generates vertical profiles of soil
permeability, vapor flow rates, and contaminant distributions. This detailed
vertical profile data would be useful to assess the remaining contaminant
distribution and progress of remediation. Please provide a copy of both the
graphical and tabular results for our information.

DTSC also reviewsd the response, dated March 10, 2000, to our January 27, 2000
comments regarding the November and December 1999 Progress Reports. Thank you
for providing the emission calculations and risk assessment to demonstrate that the
central treatment system is in compliance with the applicable South Coast Air Quality
Management District rules. DTSC has no further comments at this time.

Theank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the various on-going activities,
and to work cooperatively towards the eventual cleanup of the site. If you have any
questions, please call me at (714) 484-5385.

Sincerely,

Triss M. Chesnsy, P.E.
Remedial Project Manager
Southern California Branch

Office of Military Facilities

cc.  See next page
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cc.

Mr. Glenn Kistner

Remedial Project Manager

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region X

Superfund Division (SFD-8-2)

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, California 94105-3901

Ms. Patricia Hannon

Remedial Project Manager

California Reglonal Water Quality Control Board
Santa Ana Region

3737 Main Street, Suite 500

Riverside, California 92501-3339

Mr. Gregory F. Hurley

Restoration Advisory Board Co-chair
620 Newport Center Drive, Suite 450
Newport Beach, California 92660-8019

Ms. Polin Modanlou

MCAS El Toro Local Redsvelopment Authority
10 Civic Center Plaza, 2nd Floor

Santa Ana, California 92703

Mr. Steven Sharp

Orange County Health Care Agency
2009 East Edinger Avenue

Santa Ana, California 92705

Mr. Laszlo Saska

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Enginesring Services Unit, HQ-29

P.O. Box 806

Sacramento, California 95812-0806

Ms. Lynn Hornecker

Remedial Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Southwest Divislon - Code 5BME.LH
1220 Pacific Highway

San Diego, California 92132-5187
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cc:  Mr. Crispin Wanyoike
Earth Tech, Inc.
100 West Broadway, Suite 5000
Long Beach, California 90802
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