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Purpose

A soil cutoff depth between surface and subsurface soils is required for risk assessment
and to support decisions on the Phase il investigation and remediation for the Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) El Toro Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study.

Proposal

The Navy proposes a soil cutoff depth of 10 feet. Although site-specific research
compiled by MCAS El Toro indicates residential/commercial construction and utilities do
not require excavation below a depth of eight feet, the 1O-foot depth corresponds to the
State's guidance default cutoff depth for the purpose of risk evaluations using a
residential scenario (Reynolds et al., 1990; California Department of Toxic Substances
Control, 1992).

Implications

During the Data Quality Objectives process, decisions on additional sampling and the
potential for remediation will be made for contaminated soils at each stratum/site. Risk-
based concentrations, and background levels if appropriate, will be used to make these
decisions affecting surface soils. The leaching potential of contaminants, or their
potential to impact groundwater, will be the primary consideration for subsurface soils.
VLEACH, an Environmental Protection Agency-approved vadose zone transport model,
will be used to model the leaching potential of the contaminants.
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