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| NEWS FOCUS

- ENVIRONMENT: O.C: Water

District and the Marines may
£ join forees to reclaim waler

) that’s never been tapped.
.- By MARY ANN MILBOURN

SThe Orange County Register

he chait spread out cn the con- -
ference room table in fropt of -
Wilkiam R. Mills Jr. looked like::

& weather map.
Solid and detted black lines

". curved across the page, outlining what

looked like bad weather coming.

It wasn't a weather map, but the fore-
cast was equally dire for Mills, general
manager of the Orange County Water Dis-
trict. The chart showed a large and prow-

ing aren of water under and
arpund El Toro Corps Air Station
and the city of Irvine.

Contamination from solvents that ap-
pear to have come from the Marine base
was detected eight years aﬁ}hgh levels
of salts and nitrates from longtime agri-

" . cultural use also have made the water

undrinkable.

Bat efter'years of working on a cleanup
plan, water officials say they are ready to
move forward on a first-of-its-kind joint
venture with the military to build a
$106 million purification piant.

The ptant will allow the district to tap a
spurce of water that has never been avail-
able for locak use.

Please see CLEANUP Page 2

Sait contamination
Generated both naturally
and from agricultural wse, 3
makes the water brackish «

CLEANUP FACTS

» An estimated B 150,000 acre-feet ., B Approximately
150,000 would supply water 8 million galions
acre-foet of fo half the resldents  will be
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WASHING THE WATER: REMOVING NITRATES, SALTS AND SOLVéNTS
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