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MCAS EL TORO

..__ UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS SSIC # 5090.3

MARINE COR_ AIR STATION

EL TORO (SANTA ANAL CALIFORNIA 927'09 IN REPLY REFER TO:,

11000

¥._ 1JG-E1: I)JUN 1987

From: Commanding General, Marine Corps Air Station E1 Toro

To: Commander, Western Division, Naval Facilities Engineering
Command, P. O. Box 727, San Bruno, Ca 94066-0720
(Code 114)

Subj: FUEL CONTAMINATION SITE AT MCAS EL TORO

. Ref: (a) CG MCAS EL TORO msg 092309Z Jun 87

Encl: (1) CG MCAS E1 Toro CA msg 191555Z May 87

(2) Laboratory Report, #2803-87, 2804-87, 2805-87

(3) CRWQCB ltr dtd 3 Jun 1987

1. As stated in reference (a), the enclosures are forwarded for

your information.

EGATE

Copy to: V By 'direction
CMC Washington DC (Code LFL)

_CO, WESTNAVFACENGCOMBRO San Diego, CA (1141)
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q. QUANTITY UNKNOWN WITH ABOUT 80 G_LLONS OF FUEL AND GROUNDWATER
REMOVED.
5,. dP-5 IS THE APPARENT CONTAMINANT-
6,,, SARPLES TAKEN EAC,q DAY.
7. NO VISIBLE POLLUTION ON SURFACE- UNDERGR3UND- 12 FEET.
8. aCTION PLANNED ASITE ASSESSMENT TO DETERMINE SOURCE OF
CONTAMINATION AND PROPOSED CORRrCTIV E ACTIONS REOUIRED; .'
9. UEATHER DRY FOR PaST MONTH- ":'*_
10. ESTIMATED GROUNDWATER FLOW RATE IS 1-5 FEET PER YEAR.
11, POTENTIALLY OVER SEVERAL YEARS/DECADES AGRICULTURAL GROUNDWATER
MAY BECOME TAINTED.
12. POTENTIAL DANGER IS TO THE UNDERGROUND N) UIFZER.
13. EXACT CAUSE oF SP ILLAGE IS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME.
lq. NO IMMEDIATE PHYSICAL ASSISTANCE REQUZRED AT THIS TIME.,

15. TELEPHONE RE_ORT TO NRC WAS MADE ON q MAY 1987.
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STATEOF CA OR GEORGEDEUKMEJIAN, Governor

'CALIFOR_IA_EGIONAL= WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SANTA AI_A I_EGION ,(_i___ i

6809 INDIAI_ ,_ENUE, SUITE 200 .
RIVERSIDE, L'_j_,,_ORNIA 92506 t,

NE: (714) 782-4130

June 3, 1987

Capt. S. R. Holm, Jr., CEC, USN
Director, Facilities Management
MarineCorpsAirStationE1Toro(JA)
Santa Ana, CA 92709-5001

-JET FUEL LEAK AT MCAS TUSTIN

Dear Captain Holm:

On May 4, 1987, your office reported to us that a layer of free jet fuel (JP-5)
floating on ground water had been identified at the Marine Corps Air Station in
Tustin. The fuel was reportedly discovered in the course of excavation work
being conducted adjacent to aboveground jet fuel tanks at the facility.

During a May 20, 1987, meeting between LTJG Cheryl Churchman of your staff and
Kurt Berchtold of this office, the status of your investigations into this
problem was discussed. Based on those dqscussions, it is our understanding that
work to date has focused on identifying the source of the leakage; however,
these investigations have not yet identified the source. If it is determined in

the course of this work that the source of the contamination is a past leak, the
future investigation and cleanup of this problem will apparently be addressed as
part of the Navy Assessment and Control of Installation Pollutants (NACIP)
Program.

However, it is also our understanding that regardless of whether or not future
work is conducted as part of the NACIP Program, current plans are that
assessment work to determine the extent of jet fuel present at the site will not
be initiated for approximately six months. This is unacceptable. We request
that you accelerate your investigation of the extent of this problem, and that
you submit a plan of action and time schedule for this investigation by June 24,
1987. Failure to submit or follow an appropriate time schedule will result in
issuance of a Cleanup and Abatement Order by this office, requiring timely
investigation and cleanup of all jet fuel contamination.

If you have any questions in this matter, please contact me orMr. Berchtold of
our Pollutant Investigation Section.

Sincerely,

[_ecutive Officer

,j
cc: John Hills, Orange County Health Care Agency

James Reilly, Orange County Water District
JamesMcNally,Departmentof HealthServices
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