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/ii United States Department of the Interior
FISH ANDWILDLIFESERVICE

EcologicalServices
CsrlsbadField Offim

2730Loker Avenue W_t
Carlsbad,California 92008

August 19, 1996

_chael C. Stroud, Ivlanager
Southwest Division: Attention: T. Wright
NavalFacilitiesEngineeringCommand
United StatesNavy
1220PacificHighway, Code20

"Smi Dii_k0,'Caiif0r-i-92132-5190

Re: InstallationRestoration Program (IP.P)EmergencyActivities at Two Landfill sites on
Marine Corps Air Station,El Toro, Orange County, California(1-6-96-F-302).

Dear Mr. Stroud:

The Fish andWildlif_Service (Service) hasreviea,ed the ame_g_acya_,iom proposed for
i_mplomentationin relation to the referenceA.These interim emergencyprojects occur in areas
adjacentto habitat occupied by fedmally-li_ed threatenedcoastalCaliforniagnatc_s
(Poh'optilla¢alifornicacalifornica ) (gnatcatcher).

The p_nary interimproject is the installationof a feace around timlandfillsites, being addressed
in the final IP.P. This fence will be installedwithin existin8 roadright of ways or firebreaks.
Installationwill commence after fiedging of nearbygnatcatchers. The other interimprojects
includethe removal of su.rfaceand limited subsurfacedebris, limitedgrading of streambsnk_ with
placementofril>-rapalong severely eroded sectionsto reduce erosion of landfillmaterial,
placementof debris collected _om the streamchannelat a central location at each landfillsite,
wideningof a.c_s roads, and construction of staging areasandfield officefacilitiesalong
Mag--._e Road.

It is the understandingof the Servicethat a vegetation map is curre_y beingprepared in orderto
planfor the avoidanceof sensitivehabitats. The Sea-vicealso understands that MCa,S, El Toro
will provide us the opportunity to review the p_ of these activities to insure avoidance of

the gnatcatchcr. Given the _imm_'l_ iafe llff.,_ tO _ debli$ errmcr_ from _ laadtllh and a

,omm/tmcnt to compensate for auy potentiallyunavoidableimpacts to gnatcatcherhabitat, the
Serviceconcurswith your need to proceed with the emergencyactions,provided the following
measuresare implamented and formal consultationis initiatedas soon aspracticableafter the
emergencyis under control (as,per 50 CFR 402.05):
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1. Prior to/mplementat/on of the emergency a_ons, the locations of ac6vifi_ shall be
r_vicwed by and concurred with th_ Service.

a. The landfill collection, staging areas, and field office facilities shall be located in
previously disturbed areas away from occupied habitat.

b. The _tidening of the gravel roads shall avoid gnatcatcher habitat to the maximum
extent possible.

2. Habitat disturbed by the removal of dcbris, placement of rip-rap, and/or tim road wid6_ting
shall be compensated for by revegctstion/restoration of disturbed/cleamed sites at a ratio of
:2acre_restored for each acre disturbed.

a. Thc restoration plan shall be developed as pan of the formal conmlta6on on the
emergency remedy and subject to 8e.,Mc_ approval If thc final IRP precludes an
adequate on-site restoration option, them off-site re_toration _hMl be illIplelllellted.

3. The emergency actlvitiea shall be conducted outside the gnatcatcher breedin& season
(February 30 through August 30) to the maximum extent practicable.

This concurreace does not preclude additional avoidance, mJnimiTn$_;Oll, Or COlllpcll$_tiOll

measures that may be determined to be appropriate for the final IRP. The Service anticipates on-
going consultation with your agency for these proposed actions and the final plan. If you have
any questions regarding this lc_r or the consultation, plea.sedo not hesitate to contact Marjorie
Nelson ofmy staff at (619) 431-9440.

Sincerely,

C-ailC. Kobetich· Field Supervisor


