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El Toro golf- course plans
headed for the rough

REUSE: The county
would like to expand
the current facility onto
a toxic landfill.

By MARY ANN MILBOURN
The Orange County Register

The first major battle over El
Toro toxic cleanup could involve
the unlikeliest of issues — a golf
COUTSE.

County planners want to ex-
pand the base golf course onto a
former landfill. The Marines say
their cleanup scenario makes
that entirely possible, as long as
the course is not watered.

“They want to throw some
more dirt on it, then fence it off,
and the restrictions will prohibit

“GOLF: Toxics
-complicate
-county plans

—FROM 1 ‘

~migrate. Irrigation would be

"‘stnct.ly limited.

= ‘“They can have a golf course,’

--Morgan said. ‘It may take a ht-

—~tle creative plannmg, but it

=doesn’t prevent it.’

~ What the Marines will not do,

_-he said, is remove the landfill.
“You are talking about $13 mil-

““lion to cap and monitor (the land-

fill) vs. a $33 million project to
~remove it,”” Morgan said. “The
~Department of Defense is not in
~“the business of throwing away
~ millions of dollars to give a com-
~plete slate of uxirest.ricted
~(clean) land.” f
"™ Morgan said the landfﬂ] site off

“Perimeter Road involves only
; nine acres.
« “We're going to give them
~.3,700 acres of unrestricted land,”
:M an said. ““To come down to

toveragol!cnurse doesn't
make sense.’

irrigation,’” Greg Hurley, head of
the citizens advisory panel over-
seeing El Toro cleanup, said
Wednesday. ‘‘You could (make a
golf course) with AstroTurf, but
you couldn’t step on it — it will be
fenced off. It will be a complete

T 'dead zone."'

Marine Capt. Matt Morgan El
Toro base-reuse spokesman, said
the Marines’ proposed plan won't
become final until March, but it
appears to be the most cost-ef-
fective approach and still would
allow for a golf course.

The Marines’ plan, which
meets federal health and envi-
ronmental standards, calls for
covering the landfill four feet
deep with soil and monitoring it
to ensure toxic materials don’t

Please see GOLF Page 10

= Courtney Wiercioch, head of

=the county El Toro reuse pro-
=gram), said the staff is talking to
~=the Marines..
“Clearly, the county’s primary
: '.concem is that (cleanup) allows
. us to implement the reuse plan
 efficiently and effectively,”
- Wiercioch said. The issue came
...:F Wednesday night at a meeting
the citizen’s advisory board.
 said he and other board

h-membe eel betrayed because
hthey had ied an alternate
s=cleanup plan, ificluding a cost as-

*=sessment, but stopped when the
-Marmes indicated their" erns
- were being dealt with. B

i
““We received a definite under-

.~standing (that) the military
=would do whatever is necessary
-to turn the landfill over to the
—county to accommodate the re-
=use plan,” Hurley said.
== The matter goes beyond a po-
“tential golf course, Hurley said.
= It raises questions ‘about how far
._the Marines are willing to go to
*=-ensure their cleanup plans allow
-the county to develop the base to
—its best potential.
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= That was underscored by a let-
--lu' to the county from E.
- Soandura, who oversees military
“facilities in Southern California
o for the state Department of Tox-
-~ ic_Substances Control.
= He expressed his concern that
:gz Marines’ plan would not al-
the golf course and warned
-that federal policy could leave
& the cotinty paying for cleanup —
and taking om liab:hty fgr gny
problems.
&~ *A policy has been in develop-
& ment by the Department of De-
s.fense (DOD) that limit
= DOD’s cleanup obligatidh for
“(base closure) property trans-
- fers,” Scandura wrote.

. He noted that once the mili-
e tary’s El Toro cleanup plan is
c— approved‘and the base is closed,
& the Marines have no obligation to
&return or pay for additional
'I:cleanup ta make a site useable.
= Ron Baker, spokesman for the
- state Department of Toxic Sub-
= stances Control, said Wednesday
that the state cannot support the
plan as it is currently written.
Federal law requires community
and state support of any cleanup
1.



