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California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Santa Ana Region
Attn: Ms. Patricia Hannon
Remedial Project Manager
3737 Main Street, Suite 500
Riverside, CA 92501-3339

RE: Draft Proposed Plan for Groundwater Remediation at Operable Unit 1 Site 18 and
Operable Unit 2A Site 24, Marine Corps Air Station El Toro

Dear Ms. Hannon:

The draft Proposed Plan for groundwater remediation at Operable Unit (OU) 1 Site 18 and
OU 2A Site 24 was submitted to your agency on November24, 1998, according to the
Marine Corps Air Station El Toro Federal Facility Agreement (FFA). Presented below are
some aspects of the draft Proposed Plan intended to assist with agency review during the
next several weeks.

The draft Proposed Plan is based upon Enhanced Alternative 8 for OU1 Site 18 and
incorporates volatile organic compound (VOC)-related aspects of the Irvine Desalter
Project into the proposed remedial action. A necessary component of the implementation
of this remedial alternative is a settlement agreement between the United States, Orange
County Water District and Irvine Ranch Water District. The United States, through the
Department of Justice, is in the final stages of negotiation of a settlement agreement with
the water districts, but has not yet reached final agreement. However, we are optimistic
that agreement will be reached in the near future. Therefore, on the assumption that
agreement will be reached, we elected to submit the draft Proposed Plan in accordance
with the FFA schedule instead of requesting an FFA extension for that deliverable. If
there are unforeseen delays in completing the settlement agreement, DoN will discuss the
delays with the members of the BRAC Cleanup Team and may request extensions of the
FFA schedule for submittal of the draft final Proposed Plan and draft Record of Decision

(ROD). '.

The draft Proposed Plan addresses several water quality-related ARARs that have been
the subject of past discussions between the Department of the Navy (DON) and the
regional water quality control boards over the past few years. All of these differences
have been resolved in previous RODs issued by DoN and received concurrence by the
FFA parties through compromises that protected the concerns of all parties. In the
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interest of expediting the final stages of the remedy selection process for OU1 and OU2A,
it is our intent to incorporate compromise language into the ROD for OU1 and OU2A
taken from DoN RODs issued for Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) Barstow and
Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp Pendleton. Brief summaries of those compromise
positions have been included in the submitted draft Proposed Plan. We will include
detailed language in the MCAS El Toro OU1/2A ROD drawing language from those other
RODs.

More specifically, the approach to "Point of Compliance" and vadose zone cleanup levels
summarized in the draft Proposed Plan is the approach agreed to for Site 26 in the MCLB
Barstow OU1/2 ROD earlier this year. The DoN has similarly summarized an approach to
compromise on groundwater cleanup standards in Title 22 CCR Section 66264.94,
SWRCB Res. No. 92-49, and Titles 23 and 27 that is based upon the compromises in the
MCLB Barstow OUl/2 ROD as well as the MCB Camp Pendleton OU1 ROD. A summary
of a compromise on the applicability of SWRCB Res. No. 68-16 to further groundwater
contaminant plume migration is included in the draft Proposed Plan based upon
compromises reached in the same MCLB Barstow and MCB Camp Pendleton RODs.
Again, we will expand upon these summaries with detailed language in the MCAS El Toro
draft OUI/OU2A ROD based upon MCLB Barstow and MCB Camp Pendleton ROD
language.

Please call me at (949) 726-3470 if you have any questions or need additional
information. I request you call Rex Callaway at (619) 532-1662 if your counsel have any
legal questions or concerns.

Sincerely, .....-.._

JOSEPH JOYCE
Base Realignment and Closure
Environmental Coordinator
By direction of
the Commanding General

Copy to:
Glenn R. Kistner, US EPA
John Scandura, DTSC
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX
Attn: Mr. Glenn R. Kistner
Remedial Project Manager
Hazardous Waste Management Division, (SFD 8-2)
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

RE: Draft Proposed Plan for Groundwater Remediation at Operable Unit 1 Site 18 and
Operable Unit 2A Site 24, Marine Corps Air Station El Toro

Dear Mr. Kistner:

The draft Proposed Plan for groundwater remediation at Operable Unit (OU) I Site 18 and
OU 2A Site 24 was submitted to your agency on November24, 1998, according to the
Marine Corps Air Station El Toro Federal Facility Agreement (FFA). Presented below are
some aspects of the draft Proposed Plan intended to assist with agency review during the
next several weeks.

The draft Proposed Plan is based upon Enhanced Alternative 8 for OU1 Site 18 and
incorporates volatile organic compound (VOC)-related aspects of the Irvine Desalter
Project into the proposed remedial action. A necessary component of the implementation
of this remedial alternative is a settlement agreement between the United States, Orange
County Water District and Irvine Ranch Water District. The United States, through the
Department of Justice, is in the final stages of negotiation of a settlement agreement with
the water districts, but has not yet reached final agreement. However, we are optimistic
that agreement will be reached in the near future. Therefore, on the assumption that
agreement will be reached, we elected to submit the draft Proposed Plan in accordance
with the FFA schedule instead of requesting an FFA extension for that deliverable. If
there are unforeseen delays in completing the settlement agreement, DoN will discuss the
delays with the members of the BP,AC Cleanup Team and may request extensions of the
FFA schedule for submittal of the draft final Proposed Plan and draft Record of Decision
(ROD).

The draft Proposed Plan addresses several water quality-related AP,ARs that have been
the subject of past discussions between the Department of the Navy (DON)and the
regional water quality control boards over the past few years. All of these differences
have been resolved in previous RODs issued by DoN and received concurrence by the
FFA parties through compromises that protected the concerns of all parties. In the
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interest of expediting the final stages of the remedy selection process for OU1 and OU2A,
it is our intent to incorporate compromise language into the ROD for OU1 and OU2A
taken from DoN RODs issued for Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) Barstow and
Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp Pendleton. Brief summaries of those compromise
positions have been included in the submitted draft Proposed Plan. We will include
detailed language in the MCAS El Toro OUI/2A ROD drawing language from those other
RODs.

More specifically, the approach to "Point of Compliance" and vadose zone cleanup levels
summarized in the draft Proposed Plan is the approach agreed to for Site 26 in the MCLB
Barstow OUl/2 ROD earlier this year. The DoN has similarly summarized an approach to
compromise on groundwater cleanup standards in Title 22 CCR Section 66264.94,
SWRCB Res. No. 92-49, and Titles 23 and 27 that is based upon the compromises in the
MCLB Barstow OUl/2 ROD as well as the MCB Camp Pendleton OU1 ROD. A summary
of a compromise on the applicability of SWRCB Res. No. 68-16 to further groundwater
contaminant plume migration is included in the draft Proposed Plan based upon
compromises reached in the same MCLB Barstow and MCB Camp Pendleton RODs.
Again, we will expand upon these summaries with detailed language in the MCAS El Toro
draft OUI/OU2A ROD based upon MCLB Barstow and MCB Camp Pendleton ROD
language.

Please call me at (949) 726-3470 if you have any questions or need additional
information. I request you call Rex Callaway at (619)532-1662 if your counsel have any
legal questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

H JOYCE
Base Realignment and Closure
Environmental Coordinator
By direction of
the Commanding General

Copy to:
John Scandura, DTSC
Patricia Hannon, SantaAna RWQCB
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California Environmental Protection Agency
Department of Toxic Substances Control, Region 4
Attn: Mr. John Scandura
Chief Office of Military Facilities
Southern California Operations
5796 Corporate Avenue
Cypress, CA 90630

RE: Draft Proposed Plan for Groundwater Remediation at Operable Unit 1 Site 18 and
Operable Unit 2A Site 24, Marine Corps Air Station El Toro

Dear Mr. Scandura:

The draft Proposed Plan for groundwater remediation at Operable Unit (OU) 1 Site 18 and
OU 2A Site 24 was submitted to your agency on November24, 1998, according to the
Marine Corps Air Station El Toro Federal Facility Agreement (FFA): Presented below are
some aspectsof the draft Proposed Plan intended to assist with agency review during the
next several weeks.

The draft Proposed Plan is based upon Enhanced Alternative 8 for OU1 Site 18 and
incorporates volatile organic compound (VOC)-related aspects of the Irvine Desalter
Project into the proposed remedial action. A necessary component of the implementation
of this remedial alternative is a settlement agreement between the United States, Orange
County Water District and Irvine Ranch Water District. The United States, through the
Department of Justice, is in the final stages of negotiation of a settlement agreement with
the water districts, but has not yet reached final agreement. However, we are optimistic
that agreement will be reached in the near future. Therefore, on the assumption that
agreement will be reached, we elected to submit the draft Proposed Plan in accordance
with the FFA schedule instead of requesting an FFA extension for that deliverable. If
there are unforeseen delays in completing the settlement agreement, DoN will discuss the
delays with the members of the BRAC Cleanup Team and may request extensions of the
FFA schedule for submittal of the draft final Proposed Plan and draft. Record of Decision
(ROD).

The draft Proposed Plan addresses several water quality-related AP,ARs that have been
the subject of past discussions between the Department of the Navy (DON)and the
regional water quality control boards over the past few years. All of these differences
have been resolved in previous RODs issued by DoN and received concurrence by the
FFA parties through compromises that protected the concerns of all parties. In the
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interest of expediting the final stages of the remedy selection process for OU1 and OU2A,
it is our intent to incorporate compromise language into the ROD for OU1 and OU2A
taken from DoN RODs issued for Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) Barstow and
Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp Pendleton. Brief summaries of those compromise
positions have been included in the submitted draft Proposed Plan. We will include
detailed language in the MCAS El Toro OUl/2A ROD drawing language from those other
RODs.

More specifically, the approach to "Point of Compliance" and vadose zone cleanup levels
summarized in the draft Proposed Plan is the approach agreed to for Site 26 in the MCLB
Barstow OUl/2 ROD earlier this year. The DoN has similarly summarized an approach to
compromise on groundwater cleanup standards in Title 22 CCR Section 66264.94,
SWRCB Res. No. 92-49, and Titles 23 and 27 that is based upon the compromises in the
MCLB Barstow OUl/2 ROD as well as the MCB Camp Pendleton OU1 ROD. A summary
of a compromise on the applicability of SWRCB Res. No. 68-16 to further groundwater
contaminant plume migration is included in the draft Proposed Plan based upon
compromises reached in the same MCLB Barstow and MCB Camp Pendleton RODs.
Again, we will expand upon these summaries with detailed language in the MCAS El Toro
draft OUI/OU2A ROD based upon MCLB Barstow and MCB Camp Pendleton ROD
language.

Please call me at (949) 726-3470 if you have any questions or need additional
information. I request you call Rex Callaway at (619) 532-1662 if your counsel have any
legal questions or concerns.

JOSEPH JOYCE
Base Realignment and Closure
Environmental Coordinator
By direction of
the Commanding General

Copy to:
Glenn R. Kistner, US EPA
Patricia Hannon, Santa Aha RWQCB


