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May 20, 1997

M_ Joseph Joyce
BRAC Environment_ Coordin_or
AC/S, Environment (1AU)
MCAS E1Toro
P. O. Box 95001
SmdaAn_ CA 92709-5001 ' l

Re: EPA Renew of MCAS E1Toro Draft Fin_ Phase II RI/FS Addendum, SRe25- M_or
Drainages, and Response to Comment_ April 1997

Dear Mr. Joyce:

Please find _d to Ks _ _, the Ufi_d _s _o_fl Pm_ Agency's
(_A) _iew comme_s of_e _ove _cme_. __ h_e _ _ofi_d by Cl_ence
C_ _EP_s _n_ s_ _

_ _ you _d 1_ _ _s _e __ plebe co_ me _ _ 1_ 744-2210.

S__

_e_ R. _s_er
Reme_N Pr_e_ M_ag_
Feder_ _N_ Clean_ Branch

_m_ment

cc:Clarence C_lahan, EPA
_ayseer Mahmoud, DTSC
Larry VitNe, RWQCB
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IX

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA94105

May 20, 1997

Mr. Joseph Joyce
BRAC Environmental Coordinator
ACfS, Environment (tAU)
MCAS EI Toro
P. O. Box 95001
Santa Ana, CA 92709-5001

Re: EPA Review ofMCAS EI Toro Draft Final Phase II RIfFS Addendmn, Site 25~ Major
Drqinages, and Response to Comments; April 1997

Dear Mr. Joyce:

Please find attached to this cover letter, the United States Environmental Protection Agency's
(EPA) review comments of the above documents. Comments have been provided by Clarence
Callahan of EPA's technical support staff.

If you would like to discuss these comments, please contact me at (415) 744~2210.

Sincerely,

~~R-~
Glenn R. Kistner
Remedial Project Manager
Federal Facilities Cleanup Branch

Attachment

cc:Clarence Callahan, EPA
Tayseer Mahmoud, DTSC
Larry Vitale, RWQCB
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX 

May 20, 1997 

Mr. Joseph Joyce 
BRAC Environmental Coordinator 
ACfS, Environment (tAU) 
MCAS EI Toro 
P. O. Box 95001 
Santa Ana, CA 92709-5001 

75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA94105 

Re: EPA Review of MCAS EI Toro Draft Final Phase II RIfFS Addendtun, Site 25- Major 
Drqinages, and Response to Comments; April 1997 

Dear Mr. Joyce: 

Please find attached to this cover letter, the United States Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EP A) review comments of the above documents. Comments have been provided by Clarence 
Callahan of EPA's technical support staff. 

If you would like to discuss these comments, please contact me at (415) 744-2210. 

Attachment 

cc:Clarence Callahan, EPA 
Tayseer Mahmoud, DTSC 
Larry Vitale, R WQCB 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Glenn R. Kistner 
Remedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Cleanup Branch 



: !_/! _ UNWED STATESsanEN_RONMENTALFran_scoT5Ha_h°rneM_REGION6,cAIQ979410_3901street9PROTEC_ON AGENCY .

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Renew of E1Toro Si_ 25 Response to Co_ents
FS EcNoNcN _sk _sessmem

FROM: BTAGClarenCecoord_orA. CNl_an, Ph.D., B_N_ _
_c_ical S_pog Team (SFDSB)

TO: G_nn _smer, Reme_N _ect Man_er
Navy Section _FD8_

The mamdN p_med N m_onse to my comments is generally lacNng because of
• e uncertaim_s _s_fing _om _e queNonable me_o_ used resNfing in an
underesfima_ of risk. The use of _terature vNues to devdop __ reference
vNues _om so_ces o_er _an _ose apNoved by ReNon 9, _e lack of data _r
some of _e p_hways _.g., Nsect _od _r _cep_) and an _adequa_ risk

\ __ ch_acterizafion _e _e '_ig _cmre" i_ms _at are Iac_ng _r _is effo_.

I would suggest the, at a mi_mum, a s_mem be placed in _e Condu_ons and
Recommendations in Chapter 8 as follows:

"A definitive ass_sme_ of _e actual ecNoNcN risk to _e Site 25 receptors is not
poss_ at this time because of mmN_ng uncer_n_s _ re_e_ to _e
esfima_s of ecNoNcN impact to _e site _cepm_. Al_ough, _emicN
comamNafion is p_sem at Sire 25 at levds _ may impa_ n_urN msou_es, _e
Neferred action of _e Navy is man_ement of _e re_duN risE"

cc: CNp Demerest
D_tme_ of _e In_fior
O_ce of En_rom P_cy & Comp_ance
600 Hanson S_eeL S_te 515
San _andsc_ CA 94107

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 9

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco CA 94105·3901

May 6,1997

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Review of El Toro Site 25 Response to Comments
FS Ecological Risk Assessment

FROM: Clarence A. Callahan, Ph.D., Biologist
BTAG Coordinator
Technical Support Team (SFD8B)

. TO: Glenn Kistner, Remedial Project Manager
Navy Section (SFD82)

./

The material presented in response to my comments is generally lacking because of
the uncertainties resulting from the questionable methods used resulting in an
underestimate of risk. The use of literature values to develop toxicity referenc.e
values from sources other than those approved by Region 9, the lack of data for
some of the pathways (e.g., insect food for receptors) and an inadequate risk
characterization are the "big picture" items that are lacking for this effort.

I would suggest that, at a minimum, a statement be placed in the Conclusions and
Recommendations in Chapter 8 as follows:

"A definitive assessment of the actual ecological risk to the Site 25 receptors is not
possible at this time because of remaining uncertainties with respect to the
estimates of ecological impact to the site receptors. Although, chemical
contamination is present at Site 25 at levels that may impact natural resources, the
preferred action of the Navy is management of the residual risk."

cc: Chip Demerest
Department of the Interior
Office of Environ. Policy & Compliance
600 Harrison Street, Suite 515
San Francisco, CA 94107
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco CA 94105-3901 

May 6,1997 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Review of El Toro Site 25 Response to Comments 
FS Ecological Risk Assessment 

FROM: Clarence A. Callahan, Ph.D., Biologist 
BT AG Coordinator 

. TO: 

Technical Support Team (SFD8B) 

Glenn Kistner, Remedial Project Manager 
Navy Section (SFD82) 

The material presented in response to my comments is generally lacking because of 
the uncertainties resulting from the questionable methods used resulting in an 
underestimate of risk. The use of literature values to develop toxicity referenc.e 
values from sources other than those approved by Region 9, the lack of data for 
some of the pathways (e.g., insect food for receptors) and an inadequate risk 
characterization are the "big picture" items that are lacking for this effort. 

I would suggest that, at a minimum, a statement be placed in the Conclusions and 
Recommendations in Chapter 8 as follows: 

"A definitive assessment of the actual ecological risk to the Site 25 receptors is not 
possible at this time because of remaining uncertainties with respect to the 
estimates of ecological impact to the site receptors. Although, chemical 
contamination is present at Site 25 at levels that may impact natural resources, the 
preferred action of the Navy is management of the residual risk." 

cc: Chip Demerest 
Department of the Interior 
Office of Environ. Policy & Compliance 
600 Harrison Street, Suite 515 
San Francisco, CA 94107 



_/_\ .i Depa_mentJ°hn Chri_°pher'ofToxicPh'D'sub_anceControl (DTSC)
Human and Ecologic_ Risk Section (HERS)
301 Capitol Mall, 3rd Floor
P.O. Box 806
Sacramento, C_ifomia 95812-0806

Scott A. Flint, Se_or Bi_oo_
C_ifornia Dep_tment of Fish and Game
OSPR Headquarters
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

Carol Robe,s, Wil_ife B_os_ BTAG Member
U.S. Fish & Wil_ife Ser_ce
2730 Loker Avenue West
Caflsba& CA 95825

Laurie Sulfiva_ BTAG Member
NOAA Coa_al Resources Coor&na_r

,/_--_ U.S, EPA Re,on 9
._ _ 75 Hawthorne S_eet (SFD-8-1)

San Frandsco, CA 94105

I~
\ ''" ./

John Christopher, Ph.D.
Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC)
Human and Ecological Risk Section (HERS)
301 Capitol Mall, 3rd Floor
P.o. Box 806
Sacramento, California 95812-0806

Scott A. Flint, Senior Biologist
California Department of Fish and Game
OSPR Headquarters
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

Carol Roberts, Wildlife Biologist, BTAG Member
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
2730 Loker Avenue West
Carlsbad, CA 95825

Laurie Sullivan, BTAG Member
NOAA Coastal Resources Coordinator
U.S. EPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street (SFD-8-1)
San Francisco, CA 94105
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John Christopher, Ph.D. 
Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) 
Human and Ecological Risk Section (HERS) 
301 Capitol Mall, 3rd Floor 
P.o. Box 806 
Sacramento, California 95812-0806 

Scott A. Flint, Senior Biologist 
California Department of Fish and Game 
OSPR Headquarters 
P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

Carol Roberts, Wildlife Biologist, BTAG Member 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
2730 Loker Avenue West 
Carlsbad, CA 95825 

Laurie Sullivan, BT AG Member 
NOAA Coastal Resources Coordinator 
U.S. EPA Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street (SFD-8-1) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 


