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the Oakland International Film
Fest David Roach ...

M.O.1. JR: Can you tell us a little
a bit about the history of the Oak-
land International Film Fest?

David Roach: After the Roach
Brothers —~ Mack, Paul and David
Roach — screened the feature film
“Sydney Byrd Private Eye” in oth-
er film festivals and hosted screen-
ings tocally in the Bay Area in pur-
suit of locating a distributor, I came
up with the concept of starting an
Qakland International Film Fes-
tival and co-founded the Oakland
Film Society with Johnny Drake
and Sharon Norwood in 1996,

The Oakland Film Society later
partnered with The Film Life in
New York to showcase films in
the Bay Area that had previously
screened in the American Black
Film Festival. Black Cinema Cafe
was a 12 city circuit of independent
promoters of independent films cu-
rated by The Film Life to represen-
tatives from those 12 cities to host
a quarterly screening of their films.
The Black Cinema Cafe team n
Qakland consisted of: Kwame
Wade, Wayne Green, Paula Harrell
, Johnny Drake and me.

After a couple of years of host-
ing Black Cinema Cafe in the Bay
Area, 9/11 hit and so did the spon-
sors of Black Cinema Cafe. How-
ever, from the above experience
and improvements in technology,
the Oakland Film Society believed
the film community in Oakland
had grown to a level where it was
time for the film festival “concept”
to become a reality. The first Oak-
land International Film Festival
was held in October of 2002 at the
Grand Lake Theater.

Film Festival, Grand Lake Theater.

We realize now more than ever
the important role the Oakland
International Film Festival has
played in the city of Oakland — and
with this role the responsibility we
have of being a channel for inde-
pendent filmmakers and the stories
they tell. Since 2002, thousands
continue to attend the Oakland In-
ternational Film Festival each year.
Oaldand flmmakers and filmmak-
ers from around the world continue
to benefit from contacts made dur-
ing the Oakland International Film
Festival.

M.O.1. JR: What is the point of a
film fest for independent filimmalk-
ers?

David Roach: Most independent
filmmakers put everything into

Terri Vaughn, who grew up in Hunters Point, uses her
fame and fortune for youngsters in the hood, especially
foster kids. Here she is at the Oakland International

making their films
nd have very little
eft to get people to
ee their film. Rent-
{ing a theater and
marketing to bring
| people to see it can
be quite costly. A
film festival gives
filmmakers a free
creening and added
publicity to validate
hey have made a
film  worth seeing.
Also during a film
festival, filmmak-

ers have a chance to
| meet other filmmak-
| ers and network.
M.OI1. JR: What
do you think about
he success of the
new Oscar Grant film
‘Fruitvale” at Sun-
dance? How will that
affect the Bay Area
scene?

David Roach: 1
have yet to see the
film “Fruttvale.”
However, the {lm
won a grand jury at the Sundance
Film Festival, which is a major ac-
complishment. It was shot in Oak-
land. Unfortunately, it is based on
the murder of an Qakland resident
named Oscar Grant who was shot
by a BART policemen on New
Year’s day. We are hoping to screen
the film in Oaldand but since being
picked up by a distributor there is
no telling where it may go.

M.OI1. JR: Where will the Oak-
land International Film Fest be this
year?

David Roach: The Oakland In-
ternational Film Festival will be
at various locations this year. Last
year, we were at the Oakland Mu-
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until I have earned the title of Simu
Tamia — the title given when you
are a teacher — and can work hard
and eamn all the degrees of black
belts as my instructor has.

M.O.I. JR: Do you want to mas-
ter other martial arts? Which ones?

Tamia: Yes. I would like to mas-
ter Kenpo Karate. It is a system of

martial arts characterized by the
use of quick moves in rapid fire.
Although Kajukenbo has jujitsu in
it, T would like to also fearn more
about that martial art. It consists
of grappling — or wrestling — and
striking. T also would like to be
more competitive and participate
in local tournaments.

M.O.I. JR: Where do you prac-
tice?

Tamia: T attend Delta One Mar-

tial Arts in Antioch, Calif | under

e

the instruction of Sifu Tim Calvin.

The People's Minister of Information
JR is associate editor of the Bay View,
author of “Block Reportin’" and film-
maler of “Operation Small Axe” and
“Block Reportin’ 101, available, along
with many more (nierviews, al wiww.
blockreportradio.com. He also hosts
nwo weekly shows on KPF4 94.1 FM
and kpfa.org. The Morning Mix every
Wednesday, 8-9 a.m., and The Block Re-
port every Friday night-Saturdey morn-
ing, midnight-2 a.m. He can be reached

at blockreportradio@gmail.com.

seum. The year before that at the
Grand Lake Theater. This year we
are hoping to be at all the above
and the New Parkway and at vari-
ous venues to host filmmaker pan-
els, parties etc. It's best to check
baclc with us March 1 and visit oiff.
org for our complete schedule.

M.O.L JR: For people who have
never been to the festival, can you
tell us about some of the headliners
from past film festivals? Who will
be there this year?

David Roach: Last year, Sam
Greenlee, author of “The Spook
Who Sat by the Door,” joined us
as well as Oyafunmike Ogun-
lano, the lead actress in the clas-
sic film directed by Haile Gerimo,
“Sankofa.” Some kunown actors
have tumed producer o screen
their film as well in OIFF. We have
been honored to host Roger Guen-
veur Smith (who played Smiley in

Spike Lee’s “Do the Right Thing”),
Shabaka Henley (who played in
“Ali,” “Miami Vice” and too many
films to mention here), Jonas Rive-
ra, the producer of “Up,” and Terri
Vaughn, who co-produced a docu-
mentary called “Angels Can’t Help
But Laugh” that we screened. She
is best known as the secretary on
The Steve Harvey Show.

M.O 1. JR: What are other activi-
ties will be going on surrounding
the film fest?

David Roach: This year, we are
hosting several panels to share
how to make independent films at
various venues throughout Oak-
land. This year we are not waiting
for the people to discover us in-
side the theater. We are taking the
festival to the people by utilizing
various venues, cafes, bars etc. to
set up filmmaker panels. As 1 said
earlier, visit our site on March the

Ist and/or our official program thai
will outline the entire festival. This
year, we are welcoming Darrien
Gipson, president of SAG-INDIE
to the Oakland International Film
Festival.

M.O.I. JR: What is the deadline
to turn in films to be considered?

David Roach: The normal dead
line ts Feb. 1. The later deadline is
Feb. 15. The call for entries form
can be downloaded at oiff.org.

The People s Minister of Information
JR is associate editor of the Bay View,
author of “Block Reportin’” and film-
maker of “Operation Small Axe”
“Block Reportin’101,” available, al
with many mwiore interviews, ar wwi.
blockreportradio.com. He also hos
rwo weekly shows on KPFA 94.1 Fi4
and kpfa.org: The Morning Mix every
Wednesday, 8-9 a.m., and The Block Re
port every Friday night-Saturday mo
ing, midnight-2 a.m. He can be reached

at blockreporiradio@gmail.com.
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West,

PUBLIC MEETING
comments:

Date: February 28,2013

Time: 6:00 pm. to 800 pm.

City of San Francisco Main Library
Government Information Center, 5th Floor
100 Larkin Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 557-4500

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PLAN AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
HUNTERS POINT NAVAL SHIPYARD

PARCELS E AND UC-3

The U.S. Department of the Navy, in coordination with state and federal envirommental regulatory
agencies, encourages the public to comment on its Proposed Plan for cleanup of Parcels E and UC-3 at
Hunters Point Nava} Shipyard in San Francisco, California. The Proposed Plan summarizes the remedial
(cleanup) alternatives evaluated by the Navy and explains the reasons for identifying the preferred
alternatives to address contamination at Parcels E and UC-3.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
The Navy invites interested members of the public to review and comment on the Parcels E and UC-3
Proposed Plan during a Public Comment Period, from February 13, 2013, to March 15, 2013. Public
comments must be submitted in writing and must be postmarked or e-mailed no later than March 15,
2013. Alternatively, members of the public are invited to attend a Public Meeting on February 28, 2013,
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Public comments to the Proposed Plan will also be accepted at this meeting,
If you have any questions or wish to comment on this project, please contact Mr. Keith Forman, Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Environmental Coordinator, BRAC Program Management Office
1455 Frazee Road, Suite 900, San Diego, CA 92108-4310; keith.s.forman@navy.mil;
(619) 532-0913 office phone; (415) 308-1458 cell phone; (619) 532-0995 fax.

The Navy will host a Public Meeting to discuss the Proposed Plan, answer questions, and accept public

Location:

1800 Oakdale Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94124
FOR MORE INFORMATION

As of February 13, 2013, copies of the Proposed Plan and other site documents will be available for
review at the two Information Repositories:

And on the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard website:
http://www.bracpmo navy.mil

Click “BRAC 2005,” click on “Prior BRAC Installations” drop-down menu, and then select “Former NSY Hunters Point.”

Southeast Community Facility Commission Building
Alex L. Pitcher Ir. Room

Hunters Naval Point Shipyard Office Trailer
(Located across the street from the
security entrance to the Shipyard)

690 Hudson Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94124
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