


JONES: Captain to oversee Naval Station closing
CONTINUEDFROMB1 havemuch tolose." onsubsforfiveyears.He moved ceronadestroyertender.

sideovertheclosingceremonyat In 1957,he was arrestedata quicklythrough the ranks, He returne_totheshipyardto
theLongBeachNavalStationon lunchcountersit-inat a dime becominga pettyofficerwithina workon thefrigateshipbuilding
Friday. storeand takentothe county year,a chiefpettyofficerin program.Then came oneofthe
"Iam a mechanicat heart," jail.Itwasfull,soJonesandthe sevenyearsand thena master greatchallengeshe hasfacedin

saidJones,who workedon cars otherswereputinemptyanimal chief, theNavy.Thoseyearsofwork-
asa teen-ager.Hisprideandjoy cagesattheAlabamaStateFair- "Iwas the kindofguy who ingoncarswouldpayoff.
wasa '49Pontiacwitha '51Olds grounds,and thentransferredto learnedmy joband everybody In 1981,Joneswas made the

V.Oi^-gine.o_t__ a detention center, else's," he said. engineering officer on the pre-was the day of the hot rod, "Everybody was scared. You He was promoted to Chief commissioning crew of the bat-
and we ran against Mercs and knew you could get hell beat out Warrant Officer and served two tleship USS New Jersey. After
Fords. I was a car freak," said of you, but you could see results. 13-month tours in Vietnam. he got that battleship up and
Jones. Storesstarted openingup and running,the Navyhad himdo

serving everyone," he said. In 1970, Jones knew only one the same for the USS Missouri.
It was also the day of civil "It taught me discipline, integ- other black warrant officer. Most He served as Missouri's engineer-

rights, rity and mademe believethe law of the higher-ranking enlisted ing officeruntil 1988.He worked for two years in
Jones grew up in Birmingham, can be just," said Jones. "Kids African-Americans were stew- San Diego, and returned to Long

Ala., and from 1957 to 1960, he set the example for older folks. It ards, gunner's mates or disburs- Beach in charge of maintenance
and his brother, Willie, led or taught me to set an example for ing clerks, he said. on the Navy ships here. In 1992,
joined in more than a dozen others. It gave me a resolve In 1971Jones was promoted to the former seaman was made
lunch counter sit-ins and boy- that's helped me tremendously lieutenant j.g. as a restricted line base commander.
cotts, inlife.Itshowedme theworst officer.That meant hisassign- "Thishasbeena professional
The Rev.FredShuttlesworth'sandthebestinpeople." mentsshouldhavebeeninengi- triumph.I can'tthinkofany-

BethelBaptistChurchwas the Joneswas goingto do two neering,buthiszealforlearning thingbetterthanthe26months
nextblockover.Itwas bombed, yearsinthe serviceand then tookhim outsidehiscareerpath. here,"saidJones.He isparticu-
theparsonagewas burned,and head forDetroittodesigncars, He learnedtacticsandshiphan- larlyproudthatjobswerefound
MartinLutherKing Jr.often buthelikedtheNavy. dlingand soonqualifiedas the fornearlyallthecivilianwork-
spokethere. There was more strange officerofthedeck,responsibleers.
"Therewerewhiteandcolored machineryina shipthan he'd fordrivingtheship. Jones,wholivesinCarson,has

sodafountainsand no dressing everseen.Thegenerators,pumps He dida stintat the Long beenmarried31years.He hasa
roomsforblacksindepartment and motorsfascinatedtheyoung BeachNavalShipyardand then sonanddaughter.
stores.They wouldn'tletblack sailorfromAlabama. returnedtoseain 1975as the As you mightexpect,he'snot
women tryon hats,"he said. He wenttosubmarineschool auxiliarymachineryofficeron retiring.He'sgoingtoAlameda
"We boycottedthebusesandboy- in New London, Conn.,and the aircraftcarrierUSS Oris- intheBayAreatoworkwiththe
cottedthemerchants.We didn't nuclear-powerschool,working kanyandastheengineeringoffi-MilitarySeallftCommand.


