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Delay could help L.B. shipyard
president BillClinton'sproposal money to closethe basesand,in manyt_

delaysom_ militarybaseclosurehear cases,c_eanup thetoxicwastethemilitary
inksuntilafterthe 1996 electionsisa hasleftbehind.

bitterpillforworkersattheLong Beach AdmittedLy,politicians,includingClinton
Naval Shipyard.Shipyard employees, and Horn, who are up forre-electionin
members oftheSaveOur ShipyardCorn- 1996wouldbenefitfrom a delaybecause
mittee and cityofficialshave worked theywon'thavetofacetheire ofconstitu-
nonstoptokeeptheyardopen. entswhose hometowns were impactedby
More than $2_0,000hasbeen spenton anotherbaseclosure.

consultants, research and lobbyingCon-
gross and the Pentagon to keep one of the But this also benefits those trying tosave the shipyard. Those years of delay
nation's most productive drydocks open could be used to further demonstrate the
forreputingthe Nnvy'sbig ships.The
shipyardsurvivedby a narrow margin shlpyuxd'simpo_ce totheNavalfleet.
during the 1991 and 1993 closure hear- There are only fiv_ drydocks left open in
inks, and efforts to prevent the facility/ the country, three of which are considered
from beingplacedon the1995closurelist untouchable:PearlHarbor,Norfolk,Va.,
arewell"4nderway. and Brcmcrton,Wash. Horn has already

Itisunderstandablethatshipyardwork- askedforan investigationintowhy there
era,and otherswho aredependenton the has been a drop in the number of ship
thousandsofdollarsthatflowintoLong repairsscheduledfortheLong Beachyard.

, His effortstopersuadeNavy officialsto
Beacheachyearfromshiprepmrs,want a apportionwork fairlywouldbe aidedby averdict as quickly as possible. However, a
victoryforLong Beach in 199B doesn't delayin theclosurehearings.
mean theshipyardwon'tbeincludelan a And while it'sdifficultto keep the
future hit list. wlunteer members of the Save Our Ship-

The proposal by Utah Rep. James Hart- yards Committee together for an extended
sen'to put off all base closure hearings period of time, it's not imposaibie_ C,m-
until 1997 has merit. The proposal, on- mittee members could implement plans to
dorsed by Long Beach Rep. Steve Horn counter San Diego's private shipyard own-
and some Long Beach city officials, would era who are waging a vigorous campaign tv
give the economy more time to absorb the prove that private industry can do a better
military cuts that have devastated South- job than the naval shipyards.
ern California. It would also give the In the meautime_ California's economy
military time to turn over to local commu- might well recover and bring with it a
nities the land and facilities from bases healthy business climate that would su_-
the Department of Defense closed in 1959, _i_.the region's economy, with or without
1991 and 1993. The DoD must find the the benefit of the shipyard.


