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LD, Shipyard
The word right now is that the

top Navy brass putting together
its hit list for the next round of

_-_,,_J!_ closings in early !995is
,:_ _t_!kingabout keeping four naval

.Shipyards. •
_" : The Navy now has five: in
_i 'Long Beach; Bremerton, Wash.;

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; Norfolk,
V_, and Kittery, Me.

o:o' That means one has to go.
: ':° Inside betting among the cog-
_"_v.iscentiis that the shipyard in-
i':Maine (officially, the Portsmouth

_" Naval Shipyard;because Ports-
r_.mouth, N.H., is right across the

river) is a candidate for closing.
:_'/._ The reason is that Portsmouth
;_e is the most specialized yard, deal-

ing only in the repair and main-
p_,_tenanceof submarines. And the
_i_.,_ubmarinebuilders, also in New
_*_i?England, would be well-equipped
° "to thke over the Navy's duties.
,,_Anotherpoint is that Senate

_"_MajorityLeader George Mit-
chell, D-Me.,is retiring and his

_successor would a Senate fresh-
_/nan with little influence.
_,:,: If this is so, of course, Long

Beach would be off the hook for
another round.

,_ Navy officials aren't talking
about Whatthey may be doing.


