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Secretary for
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Michael Bloom
US Navy/BRAC Program Management Office West
1455 Frazee Rd., Suite 900
San Diego, CA 92108-4310

SUBJECT: Comments on the Draft Action Memorandum Interim Remedial Action Plan
CERCLA Time Critical Removal Action, Installation Restoration Site 04, Parcel
XVI Paint Waste Area, Horse Stables Area, and Installation Restoration Site 05,
dated May 30, 2007, Former Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California

We have reviewed the subject document and do not have comments beyond what has been
discussed in: (1) our May 31, 2007 letter, which provided comments on the May 14, 2007 Time
Critical Removal Action (TCRA) Work Plan; (2) our meetings, teleconference calls, and site
visits for the TCRA; and comments provided by the Department of Toxic Substances Control in
letters dated May 25 and June 8, 2007. We remain concerned about the TCRA plan for
excavation at Installation Restoration Site 4 (IR04). Text pits excavated at IR04 on June 12 and
13, 2007 encountered loose, unconsolidated, saturated sand a few feet below the ground surface.
We observed flowing sand during attempts to excavate this sand, and we question plans to slope
sidewalls of the IR04 excavations. Other approaches to excavation should be considered to
achieve removal of the abrasive blast material to the maximum extent practical.

Please contact either of the undersigned at 510 622-2300 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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Brian 1. Thompson, CRG, CEG
Engineering Geologist
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Linda C. Rao
Environmental Scientist
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Distribution:

Mr. Chip Gribble
Department of Toxic Substances Control
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200
Berkeley, CA 94710-2721

Ms. Carolyn d'Almeida
U.S. EPA Region 9 (SFD 8-1)
75 Hawthorne Street, 9th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

Ms. Beckye Stanton
California Department of Fish and Game
1700 K Street, Suite 250
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

Mr. Dan Welsh
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Environmental Contaminants Section
2800 Cottage Way (W-2605)
Sacramento, CA 95825

Ms. Carolyn Marn
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Environmental Contaminants Section
2800 Cottage Way (W-2605)
Sacramento, CA 95825

Mr. Dwight Gemar
Weston Solutions, Inc.
750 Dump Road
P.O. Box 2135
Vallejo, CA 94592

Mr. Bill Karlovitz
Weston Solutions, Inc.
750 East Bunker Court
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
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