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SUBJECT: Staff Comments on Sampling and Analysis Plan Addendum (Field Sampling 
Plan/Quality Assurance Project Plan) Additional Characterization at the Former 
Degreasing Plant Investigation Area C2, Former M~e Island Naval Shipyard, 
Vallejo, California (January 14, 2005) 

Dear Mr. Dunaway: 

Water Board staffhas reviewed the above-referenced report and submits the following comments: 

1. Section 1.1.5.3, Page 15: This section asserts the high levels of petroleum in groundwater 
(up to 164 mg/l) are the result ofleaks from the fuel oil pipelines and migration through and 
along storm drain lines and in groundwater. Concentrations at this level are indicative of 
free-phase hydrocarbons because they exceed the expected solubility of heavier-end 
petroleum hydrocarbons in groundwater. The source of the petroleum contamination and 
free-phase product must be investigated and addressed in accordance with State Water 
Resource Control Board Resolution 92-4Y. Since the Navy asserts this pollution is the 
responsibility ofthe City of Vallejo and Lennar Mare Island, Water Board Staff request that 
the Navy and Lennar provide written correspondence to the Board describing the 
responsibility for and proposed action for this petroleum release. 

2. Section 1.2., Page 23: The Navy proposes to sample' groundwater from three monitoring 
wells "over two quarters (wet and dry season)". Staff notes two rounds of quarterly 
sampling, which by definition would occur with the second sampling round taking place 
three months after the initial round, would not be sufficient to capture the wet and dry
season variations that take place on an annual basis. Seasonal v~ations are likely to playa 
role in the hydrogeology of this site; therefore three quarters of quarterly sampling would be 
appropriate in this case. 
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3. Section 1.2, Page 23: The second round of groundwater samples is proposed for VOC 
analysis only. Potential seasonal variation in groundwater conditions requires wet and dry 
season sampling for all constituents. Since petroleum hydrocarbons are an identified 
contaminant of concern at this site, groundwater samples should be analyzed for TPH by the 
party that is affirmatively taking responsibility for the investigation and cleanup of the 
petroleum release. 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact me at (510) 622-2462 [e
mail griley@waterboards.ca.gov]. 
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