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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

LWV Los Altos-Mountal. View Area 97 llillvlew Av, Los Altos, CA 94022

30 August 1989

Anne McMillan
Public AfFairs Office
Naval Air Station
Moffett Field, CA 94035 _--

Dear Ms. McMillan:

The League of Women Voters is delighted to see the InteragencyAgreement
between the Envlronmenta] Protection Agency (EPA) Region IX, the
California Department of Health Services, the CaliforniaRegional Water
Quality Control Board, and the United States Department of the Navy
concerning federalSuperfundcleanupactivitiesat Moffett Field. _ sets
an excellent precedent for coordinationand cooperationbetween various
governmental agencies, a concept the League of Women Voters has long
supported.

We urge you to change the deadline for well closures to August 1990. We
believe that August 1991 is much too late for this process. It should
have been done already. One y_a[ [_U''_ I[tUw _hould5e mo_e than enough time
to oomplete woll eln_,,re_ Mn_t nf th_ old w]la ha7 alr aCy
identified. We rccognfzothat identificationand cleanup of nontamlnated
groundwater mu_t be based on careful analysis of existing eondltlon_and
if dons premsturely might create worse problems than those now _xls_ing.
However, timely closure of potential conduits to lower aquifers is
imperative.

We urge you to include a policy for coordinatedoversight of cleanup of
contamination comlngled with plumes from other sites. This is missing
from the agreement and should be added, especla]ly since this agreement
will probably act as a model for slmiler agreementsin other parts of the
country. Since nature do_ :,ot_peCt legal and ?_litical boundaxles,
undergroundplumes of contaminatedwater from one site will often comlngle
with contamination from another site. Cleaning up such comlngledplumes
requires careful coordinationand cooperationin order to preventpulling
the hazardous materials into uncontaminatedareas. Such a mixed area of
contamination exists on Moffett Field where the plume from the
Mlddlefleld-Ellis-_:l_,l.a-site (MEW) has mixed with contaminationfrom
several smaller sites at Moffett Field. Differentgroups of people at the
various agencies are responsible for overseeln_ these two sites. The
agreement should ine]udea guaranteethat the state agencies and EPA will
rnmrdlnatP their work on _he _w_ _L_ _ 9;4 er to prevent duplication of

effort and to expedite efflc_ent cleanup.
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We urge you to specify a faster time schedule for work on those Moffett
Field sites which comlngle with the MEW plume. The MEW cleanup is slated

anticipated in the agreoment. This speedup of the process on one part of
rh_ MoP,eft F_I_ Is necessary_n or4_r _0 _¢¢_ately define =he extent of
contamination so that the MEW cleanupcan proceed on time wi_hou_ rlsklng
moving the Mo££ett contamlnatloninto _ncontaminatedareas.

Since the public feels uncomfortableabout not having cleanup of the
Moffett Field contamination sites start unt_l July 1995, it would be
desirable to have a statement in the agreement acknowledging that
appropriate Interlm cleanup measures _fll be done durlng the development
of the FeasibilityStudy and ProposedPlan.

In summary, we are making the followingsuggestions:
(i) G"nangethe deadline for well closures from Au6ust 1991 to August

1990.
(2) Add a policy for coordinatedoversightof cleanup of the Moffet_

sites _Ich ¢om_nglewith plumes from other sites,
(_) Specify a faster time schedule for workon Mo£fett sites which

comlngle with the MEW plume.
(4) Add a statementabout interimcleanupmeasures.

We also have a question:Who will be responsiblefor coordinatingwith the
Bay Area Air Quality Management District to bc certain that testing,
monitoring, and ¢_eanup proceduresdo not put toxic vapors into the air?

_ We did not see this in the agreement.

We thank you for the opportunityfor public comment and hope you will be
able to find ways to Incorporateour concernsinto the document.

Sincerely,

Ann Coombs

County League HazMat Coordinator

Lau_ T_Aq.lu, P_id_,t Lin_a N. Davis, P_e_Ida_e
LWV Los Altos-Mountafn View Area L_V Cupertlno-Sunnyvale


