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StephenChao
Western Division
Naval FaollltlesEngineeringCommand
900 CommodoreWay, Bldg. 101
San Bruno, CA 94066-0?20

Dear Mr. Chaos

The U.S. EnvironmentalProtecionAgency has reviewed the North
Base Area HydrogeologloInvestigationDraft Final Report to_ the
NAS Motfett Field NPL site. "

The comments of our oonsultant,SAIC, are attaohed. These oom-
ments indicatetha_ the issue of whether adequatehydrauliccon-
trol is providedby Building 191 in the North Base Area requires
further examination. In additlon to the recommendationmade by
SAIC of performinga historicaltrend analysis,you oould
evaluate the captu:_ezone by adding two quartersof ground wate_
sampling in the North Base Area, inoludingexistingwells and
newly installedwells WNBI, WNB2, WNB3. How does the Navy's
quarterly sampllngprogram address this issue?

Pleasecallme if :_ouhave any questionsregardingthese comments
at (415) ?44-2385.

Sinoerely,

Roberta Blank
Remedlal Pro_ectManager

•€¢: ElizabethAdams, RWQCB
Cyrus Shabahari,DTSC
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Ms. RobertsBlank (_.9.12)
U.S. EnvironmentalP_ot,ectlonA_sncy
Region IX
75 ]]aw_ho_ne S_oet

San Prancisco_CA 94105

Ref: EPA Contract No. 68-W9-00081;EPA Work Assl_nmentNo. C09015
SA_C/TS¢ Project l_Io.06.079e_o03-0630
NASMoffettField
North _ase Area Hydro_eoloelcInvestigationDraft Final Kepor_

DearRoberts:

5AIC/TgChascompletedi_scechnicalreviewof chereferencedreport.Thereview

was performedby sellscientistScottKinderwate2;and geologistRichardBrow:1.

One of the objectivesof this study _;asto €onduc_addltionalinvestigationsin

the North _ase Area (NBA)_o de_erminethe feasibllltyof using llmi_edhydraulic

sourcecentre],methodsto prevent_he furthermigrationof €ontamlnantsinto the

wetlands (PRC Envlronme_ntalManagement,Inc., North Base Area Investigatlon,

Final Work Plan, February6, 1992). The Navy states in _he NBA Hydro&colonic

Invesrl_a_1onDraf_ F_nal Reporr thazvolatileorganiccompounds(VOCs)are not

being releasedinto _he wetlandsor the NASA/Navystor_waterretentionpond, as

lon_ as p_.pln& a_ Building 191 contlnues. However, trichloroe_hene,

dlchloroet|_ane,di_hloroethene,and tetrachloroethenewere detected in recent

Hydropunche and Al-and A2-Aquifer zone _roundwa_er_ample_ from _he wetlands

area. Based on these flndln_s,SAIC/TSCconcludesthat_he Navy dld not meet the

stated objectiveof determiningif addltlonalhydrauliccontrolsare necessary.
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Monitoringwells chat do not appear'tobe influencedby horizontalconduitso_

pumpln_ st Buildln8 No. 191 are as follows:

I0 H01A ],0J02A
lO HO2A ].0J03A
i0 J04k II M02A
10 J01A Ii M03A

This was determinedby comparingthe Iocaclonsof the_emonltorlnswells to tho

configurationof the plezumetri¢surfacemeasuredon March 19, 1992.

An evaluation of historical trends of VOC concentrationsdetected in these

monitorln_ wells could support the Navy's conclusionthat VOCs are not being

released into the wetlands. On the other hand, _hls evaluatloncould indicate

the need for additionalhydraullocontrols.

%,,
Given the information presented to date, SAIC/TSC recommends that interim

remedial measures be considered to provide complete hydraulic€ontrol o£ tho

distal end of the VOC plume in =he North Bas_ Area.

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please call me at

(415) )99-0140.

Sincerely,

SCIENCEAPPLICATIONSINTEKNATIONALGOF_PORATION

Technology ServicesCompany

Fred Molloy

Work AssignmentManager
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