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April 18, 1995
File No. 2189.8009(sfg)

Mr. Mark Kadnuck
Project Engineer
PRC Environmental Management, Inc.
1099 18th Street Suite 1960
Denver, CO 80202

Subject: Moffett Federal Airfield Site 9 Source Control Measure (SCM) Proposed
Self-Monitoring Program Sampling Schedule dated March 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Kadnuck:

_m, Staff of the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) received your proposal,
on behalf of the Navy, for a "long-term" Self-Monitoring Program (SMP) sampling
schedule, to begin in May 1995. Your proposal (received in this office on March 20,
1995) modifies the existing "start-up" schedule by reducing the effluent sampling from
weekly to quarterly for Building 12, and from weekly to monthly for Buildings 6 and 45.
Your request for modification is based on successful operation of Buildings 6 and 12
since October 1994. You have also proposed analyzing for total metals instead of both
total and dissolved, as is currently being done. We agree that the sampling frequency
and analysis can be reduced. However, RWQCB approval is contingent upon
clarification of some questions that arose during my review of your request. Those
items are outlined below.

1. Building 45 flow from storm drain: According to our telephone call of March
3, 1995, Building45 willbe receivingstormwater from sumpsin the vicinityof
Site 9. You must provideadditionalinformationin writingabout this influent,i.e.,
the reason for this additionalcontribution,approximatevolumeor flow rate, if it
is within the flow capacityof the treatment system,whetherthiswillbe a short-
term or long-termcontribution,expectedcontaminants.

2. Building 45 sampling schedule: There has been somedifficultygettingthe
treatment systemoperatingcontinuouslyfor Building45. The Navy intendsto
followthe startupscheduleoutlinedin the RWQCB letterof May 9, 1994 for six

_, months, prior to implementing the "long-term" schedule.The "long-term"
schedule may not be implemented until it can be demonstrated that the
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treatment system is fully operational and until the RWQCB reviews the results
of the start-up sampling period.

3. Use of chemical additive to reduce scaling in Building 45 Treatment
System: In January 1995, we discussedyour proposalto use a calcium
carbonateadditiveto reduce the scalingproblemin the airstripper;youprovided
me with toxicitydata and an informationsheet providedby the manufactureron
the proposedchemical.Please clarifyas towhether thischemicalis now in use
at the concentrationrecommendedby the manufacturer.

4. Explanation of table outlining proposed long-term schedule: Please
providean explanationof which of the 'SamplePorts' relatesto influentand
effluentfor each of the treatmentsystems.Please also providea detailed
descriptionof where the receivingwater sample is takenat the Nasa Settling
Basin(NSB).

5. Re-evaluation after one year: The Navy has proposedevaluatingthe
operationof the treatment systemsafter one year to determineif any
modificationsare required.While thisseems reasonable,if effluentlimit
exceedancesoccurand appear to be reflectedin the NSB receivingwater
samples,the Navy may need to perform additionalsamplingand analysis,or
other evaluationsof potentialimpactto receivingwaters (please see RWQCB
lettersto you dated October 19, 1994 and to StephenChao dated March 14,
1995 regardingsubstantiveGeneral NPDES permitrequirementsfor discharges

_' from treated groundwater).

As was required in the RWQCB letter of May 9, 1994, reports on start-up operations
for Building 45 will need to be submitted weekly until it is fully operational. Reports for
Buildings 6 and 12 can be submitted quarterly, beginning with July 15th, 1995. For
chemical analyses, please provide the results (including laboratory detection limits) for
all constituents at both influent and effluent sampling stations for all three treatment
systems and NSB.

Please contact me at 510-286-0840 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Environmental pecialist III

cc: Stephen Chao, EFA _
Micheal Gill, EPA
Joseph Chou, DTSC
Sandra Olliges, NASA


